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Supplement – Related Coastal Access and Trails Policies 

California Coastal Act Policies 

PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE 

30210.  In carrying out the requirement of Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution, 
maximum access, which shall be conspicuously posted, and recreational opportunities shall be 
provided for all the people consistent with public safety needs and the need to protect public rights, 
rights of private property owners, and natural resource areas from overuse. 
 
30211.  Development shall not interfere with the public's right of access to the sea where acquired 
through use or legislative authorization, including, but not limited to, the use of dry sand and rocky 
coastal beaches to the first line of terrestrial vegetation. 
 
30212.  (a) Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and along the coast shall 
be provided in new development projects except where (1) it is inconsistent with public safety, 
military security needs, or the protection of fragile coastal resources, (2) adequate access exists 
nearby, or (3) agriculture would be adversely affected.  Dedicated accessway shall not be required to 
be opened to public use until a public agency or private association agrees to accept responsibility 
for maintenance and liability of the accessway. 
 
 Coastal Land Use Plan Policies 

Policy 7-1: The County shall take all necessary steps to protect and defend the public’s constitutionally 
guaranteed rights of access to and along the shoreline. At a minimum, County actions shall include: 

a. Initiating legal action to acquire easements to beaches and access corridors for which prescriptive 
rights exist consistent with the availability of staff and funds. 

b. Accepting offers of dedication which will increase opportunities for public access and recreation 
consistent with the County’s ability to assume liability and maintenance costs. 

c. Actively seeking other public or private agencies to accept offers of dedications, having them assume 
liability and maintenance responsibilities, and allowing such agencies to initiate legal action to pursue 
beach access. 

Policy 7-2: For all development75 between the first public road and the ocean granting of an easement 
to allow vertical access to the mean high tide line76 shall be mandatory unless: 

a. Another more suitable public access corridor is available or proposed by the land use plan within a 
reasonable distance of the site measured along the shoreline, or 

b. Access at the site would result in unmitigable adverse impacts on areas designated as “Habitat Areas” 
by the land use plan, or 

c. Findings are made, consistent with Section 30212 of the Act, that access is inconsistent with public 
safety, military security needs, or that agriculture would be adversely affected, or 
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d. The parcel is too narrow to allow for an adequate vertical access corridor without adversely affecting 
the privacy of the property owner. In no case, however, shall development interfere with the public’s 
right of access to the sea where acquired through use unless an equivalent access to the same beach area 
is guaranteed. 

The County may also require the applicant to improve the access corridor and provide bike racks, signs, 
parking, etc. 

Policy 7-3: For all new development between the first public road and the ocean, granting of lateral 
easements to allow for public access along the shoreline shall be mandatory. In coastal areas, where the 
bluffs exceed five feet in height, all beach seaward of the base of the bluff shall be dedicated. In coastal 
areas where the bluffs are less than five feet, the area to be dedicated shall be determined by the County, 
based on findings reflecting historic use, existing and future public recreational needs, and coastal 
resource protection. 

At a minimum, the dedicated easement shall be adequate to allow for lateral access during periods of 
high tide. In no case shall the dedicated easement be required to be closer than 10 feet to a residential 
structure. In addition, all fences, no trespassing signs, and other obstructions that may limit public 
lateral access shall be removed as a condition of development approval. 

Policy 7-25: Easements for trails shall be required as a condition of project approval for that portion of 
the trail crossing the parcel upon which the project is proposed. 

Policy 7-26: All proposed trails for the coastal zone shall be incorporated into the County’s Master 
Plans79 for hiking, biking, and equestrian trails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

75 Policies 7-2 and 7-3 shall not apply to developments excluded from the public access requirements of 
the Coastal Act by PRC Section 30212 or to development incidental to an existing use on the site. 

76 The mean high tide line (ordinary high water mark) is an ambulatory line which may vary over time as 
a result of climatic and other influences. The line is the normal or average inland extent of tidal 
influence. 

79 These are the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Maps which are part of the Comprehensive Plan. 


