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Meeting Agenda
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Tuesday, March 22, 2011, 6:00PM

 Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

 Public Comment Period

 Administrative

 Announcements and Staff Updates

 Action Minutes from 3/17/11

 Calendar

 Review Section II.E (cont’d from 3/17)

 Review Section III.F (cont’d from 12/16/10)

 Adjourn to GVPAC #38, as needed



Public Comment
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The Public Comment period is set aside to allow public 

testimony on items not on today’s agenda. 

The time allocated to each speaker will be set at the 

discretion of the Chair.



Administration
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 Announcements and Staff Updates

 Action Minutes from 3/17/11

 Calendar



Tonight’s Objective
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 Finish review and comments on Section II:

 E. Agricultural Land Use Policies (p.89 – p.92)

 Alternate proposals: S. Patterson Flatlands Area Overlay, San 

Marcos Area, and MTD

 Finish review and comments on Section III:

 F. Transportation and Circulation Policies (p. 135 – p.152)



What is Section II?
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 Defines the planning area, its subareas, and its land 

use goals.

 Defines community’s land use characteristics and 

permitted uses.

 Adopts the community’s land use map

 Adopts policies for planning and development in the 

community, including policies for specific land uses.



Section II: Chapter E (cont’d from 3/17)

Public Comment

Plan Review and Comment

3.17.11

7

2010 Goleta Community Plan Update | County of Santa Barbara



Agricultural Land Uses

Section II.E
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2010 Goleta Community Plan Update | County of Santa Barbara



What is Section II.E?
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 Policies for any property designated for agricultural 

land uses in the updated Plan.



Focus Questions
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 Do the proposed policies achieve the goals and 

objectives for the Plan?

 Do the planning tools included achieve the land use 

goals (actions, development standards, programs, etc)?

 How best can we address the concerns expressed by 

urban agriculture businesses and proposals while also 

meeting the land use goals?

 Expanded uses in the S. Patterson Flatlands Agricultural 

Area and conservation easement (Overlay concept)?

 Conversion proposal of San Marcos Area



Objective LUA-EGV-2 (p.87 - 92)
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 Support agriculture as a vital element in a 

sustainable mix of economic activity.



Urban Ag Objectives
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 Preserve urban agricultural resources, operations 
and businesses, and general character.

 Primary uses preserved; secondary commercial uses 
play small-scale supporting role.

 Secondary uses support and are compatible with 
primary uses as “part of the mix and character”.

 Primary are “non-permanent” uses that are 
agriculture-based and preserve agricultural land; 
Secondary are installations that play supporting 
role to the primary uses on the property.



Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
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Revised Agricultural Conversion Policies
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 Step 1: Policy LUA-EGV-1.5:

 Urban Agriculture: Land designated for agriculture 

within the urban area shall be preserved for 

agricultural use, unless the County makes findings that 

the land is no longer appropriate for agriculture or 

there is an overriding public need for conversion to 

other uses for which there is no other land available in 

the urban area.



Revised Agricultural Conversion Policies
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 Step 2: Policy LUA-EGV-1.6:

 Agricultural conversion: A general plan 

amendment and/or rezone proposal which results in 

a change of land use designation from agricultural 

to non-agricultural should only occur when the 

proposed land use is consistent with the 

comprehensive plan and considers the following :



Revised Agricultural Conversion Policies
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 the property is within the urban area, and

 the property is not highly or consistently productive, and

 the quality of onsite and adjacent agricultural resources, including, 
but not limited to, prime agricultural land, land in existing 
agricultural use, land with agricultural potential, and lands under 
Williamson Act contracts, and

 the proposal complements or improves community characteristics, 
particularly with regard to agricultural heritage and natural 
environmental resources, and 

 the proposal contributes a public benefit or use as part of the land 
use and/or development plan proposal, such as public parks, open 
spaces, trails, habitat protection or restoration, community gardens, 
or other measurable public benefits.



Revised Agricultural Conversion Policies

3.17.112010 Goleta Community Plan Update | County of Santa Barbara

17

 Step 3: Policy LUA-EGV-1.7:

 In consideration of conversion any agricultural land 

within the urban boundary to urban uses, the County 

shall first consider smaller, more isolated parcels with 

greater urban/agricultural conflicts prior to larger 

blocks of agricultural land.




