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What are the What are the 
requirements for facilities requirements for facilities 

needed by the Fire needed by the Fire 
Department Department 

(i.e. service(i.e. service--population population 
ration, fire stations, ration, fire stations, 
roadway ingress and roadway ingress and 

egress, fire hydrant water egress, fire hydrant water 
pressure, etc.)?pressure, etc.)?



• 5 minute emergency 
response time

• Population to 
Firefighter ratio
NOTE:  If either one of these 
criteria are triggered, fire 
protection is considered to be 
below acceptable levels.

Standards for 
determining adequate 

Fire Protection:

Standards for Standards for 
determining adequate determining adequate 

Fire Protection:Fire Protection:



5-MINUTE RESPONSE TIME55--MINUTE RESPONSE TIMEMINUTE RESPONSE TIME

Per NFPA 1710 Section 4.1.2.1., “The FD 
shall establish the following time objectives:”

1. “One Minute for Turnout Time”

2. “Four minutes or less for the arrival of the 
first engine company…”



Population to FF Ratio Population to FF Ratio Population to FF Ratio 
2000:1Pop to FF ratio

= “Ideal ”

3000:1Pop to FF ratio
= “Good”

4000:1 Pop to FF ratio
= “Absolute Maximum 
Population that can be 

adequately served” (GCP, 110)



904904

418418
1,4431,443
1,5261,526
924924

2008 CALL 2008 CALL 
TOTALSTOTALS

5,9605,960Station 14Station 14
20,66920,669Station 13Station 13

14,89514,895
***Does not include coverage of UCSB***Does not include coverage of UCSB

Station 17Station 17

16,62316,623Station 12Station 12
21,59421,594Station 11Station 11

POPULATIONPOPULATION
***Based on 2000 Census***Based on 2000 Census

STATIONSTATION



2007 Halloween Statistics2007 Halloween Statistics2007 Halloween Statistics
• 58 total calls to Isla Vista on Oct. 26th & 27th

o 1 couch fire
o 3 assaults
o 54 drug and alcohol overdose related

• Responding Engines
o Engine 211
o Truck 11
o Engine 14
o Engine 17



Areas of Concern in GoletaAreas of Concern in Goleta

• The lack of fire protection coverage in 
“Noleta” and Western Goleta

• Station 12 at Calle Real and Patterson 
is the busiest station in the County, 
running 1,526 calls in 2008.

• Staffing Levels



Fire Station 11Fire Station 11
Population to FF RatioPopulation to FF Ratio

21,594 to 3 = 7,198 to 1



•• Currently, Fire Station 11 serves Currently, Fire Station 11 serves 
a population of 21,594  (2000 US a population of 21,594  (2000 US 
census) which exceeds the census) which exceeds the 
maximum population to maximum population to 
firefighter ratio of 4000:1 by firefighter ratio of 4000:1 by 
9594 people.9594 people.



•• Based on these facts, Fire Station 10 in Based on these facts, Fire Station 10 in 
Western Goleta is the County Fire Western Goleta is the County Fire 
DepartmentDepartment’’ s highest future capital s highest future capital 
improvement project priority.improvement project priority.

Winchester Canyon



• “The Santa 
Barbara County 
Fire Department 
has determined 
that the most 
under-served area 
in Goleta is the 
extreme western 
portion near 
Winchester 
Canyon.”
(City of Goleta General Plan, p. 8-10)

www.westcoastroads.com





-Goleta Community Plan, 1993

“When funding for 
fire station relocation 

is available the 
County shall provide 

Fire Station 10 in 
western Goleta.”



Station 11

Station 12

Station 13

Station 14

Station 17

Proposed Station 10



What are the existing What are the existing 
service levels for service levels for 

public safety services public safety services 
in the Eastern Goleta in the Eastern Goleta 

Valley (“Valley (“ NoletaNoleta”)?”)?





-Goleta Community Plan, 1993

“When funding for fire 
station relocation is 
available the County 

shall provide Fire 
Station 16 in north-

central Goleta.”



16,623 to 3 = 5,541 to 116,623 to 3 = 5,541 to 1

Fire Station 12Fire Station 12
Population to Firefighter RatioPopulation to Firefighter Ratio



Fire Station 13Fire Station 13
Population to Firefighter RatioPopulation to Firefighter Ratio

20,669 to 3 = 6,890 to 120,669 to 3 = 6,890 to 1



Fire Station 19, located at Fire Headquarters on Fire Station 19, located at Fire Headquarters on 
Cathedral Oaks Road was opened in January 1991 Cathedral Oaks Road was opened in January 1991 
to help cover calls in the Goleta Valley.  However, to help cover calls in the Goleta Valley.  However, 

on November 20on November 20thth, 1995 Station 19 was closed due to , 1995 Station 19 was closed due to 
budget cuts and has not since been reopened.  budget cuts and has not since been reopened.  

Station 13 took over coverage of Station 19’s area.Station 13 took over coverage of Station 19’s area.



The Fire Department recommends that Station 19 be The Fire Department recommends that Station 19 be 
reopened in order to help cover the dense population reopened in order to help cover the dense population 

and heavy call load which Stations 12 and 13 are and heavy call load which Stations 12 and 13 are 
currently carrying.currently carrying.



Station 11

Station 12

Station 13

Station 14

Station 17

Proposed Station 10

Re-Open Station 19         



What can Goleta What can Goleta 
Valley residents Valley residents 
do to prepare for do to prepare for 

or prevent a or prevent a 
wildfire?wildfire?
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Visit our website: Visit our website: 
www.www.sbcfiresbcfire.com.com and and 

learn how to be prepared.learn how to be prepared.

���������	�
�������������	�
����

Attend Informational Attend Informational 
Meetings on Wildfire Meetings on Wildfire 

Preparedness.Preparedness.
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• Your property should be well-prepared before a wildfire arrives.

• Appropriately prepared and constructed buildings offer protection during brushfires, reducing the likelihood of injury or death.

• Firefighting resources cannot always protect every property. Those planning to stay and defend their home must be prepared to be 
self-sufficient.

• A decision to stay and defend a well-prepared property or to evacuate early must be made well ahead of the arrival of a wildfire.

• In planning to leave early, you must know where you are going, how you will get there and what “trigger point” you will use to initiate 
your plan.

• Those who doubt their ability to cope with a wildfire should leave well before fire impacts their area.

• Evacuation at the last minute, ahead of a brushfire, is very dangerous.

• Large-scale, mass evacuations of communities require significant lead times. The safest course of action is to have a well-
rehearsed plan in place to  evacuate early or stay and defend long before the onset of a wildfire. 

““ Should I stay or should I go?”Should I stay or should I go?”
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POP Quiz:POP Quiz:
� Are you physically fit to fight spot fires in and 
around your home for up to 10 hours or more?

� Are you and your family members mentally, 
physically and emotionally able to cope with the 
intense smoke, heat, stress and noise of a 
brushfire while defending your home?

� Can you protect your home while also caring 
for members of your family, pets, etc.?

� Do you have the necessary resources and 
equipment to effectively fight a fire? 

� Does your home have defensible space of at 
least 100 feet and is it cleared of flammable 
materials and vegetation?

� Is your home constructed to resist fire?

If you answered “No” to any of these 
questions, then plan to evacuate early .

You, your family, You, your family, 
and your property and your property 

should be wellshould be well--
prepared before a prepared before a 

wildfire ever arrives.wildfire ever arrives.



Prepare Your FamilyPrepare Your Family
Whether you decide to evacuate early or stay and de fend,
� Create a Family Disaster Plan that includes meeting locations and communication p lans and rehearse it 
regularly. Include in your plan the evacuation of l arge animals such as horses.

� Have fire extinguishers on hand and train your family how to use them.

� Ensure that your family knows where your gas, electric and water main shut-off co ntrols are and ensure 
how to use them.  

� Plan several different escape routes.

� Designate an emergency meeting location outside the fire hazard area.

� Assemble an emergency supply kit as recommended by the American Red Cross.

� Appoint an out-of-area friend or relative as a point of contact so you can communicate with f amily members
if you get separated.

� Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers posted near your phone and in your emergency supply  kit.

� Keep an extra emergency supply kit in your car, in case you have to evacuate quickly o r can’t get to your 
home because of fire.

� Have a portable radio or scanner so you can stay updated on the fire.

Create Your Wildfire Action Plan
Your Wildfire Action Plan must be prepared with all  members of your 
household well in advance of a fire.

These checklists will help you prepare your plan to  either Evacuate 
Early or Stay and Defend.

Each family’s Wildfire Action Plan will be differen t, depending on 
their situation.

Once you finish your plan, rehearse it regularly wi th your family and 
keep it in a safe and accessible place for quick im plementation.Know all possible Know all possible 

evacuation routes evacuation routes 
from your area.from your area.



What are the What are the 
requirements for suitable requirements for suitable 

defensive space and defensive space and 
vegetation clearance and vegetation clearance and 

how do these how do these 
requirements change for requirements change for 

different areas of the different areas of the 
Goleta Valley?Goleta Valley?



SBSB--1369 Requires 100 Foot 1369 Requires 100 Foot 
Clearance of Defensible SpaceClearance of Defensible Space



What are your What are your 
recommendations recommendations 

regarding secondary regarding secondary 
emergency exit routes emergency exit routes 
out of the foothills of out of the foothills of 
the Goleta Valley?the Goleta Valley?



We need We need 
MORE exits!MORE exits!





GOLETA COMMUNITY PLAN
2. POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTING STRATEGIES

Objective FIRE-GV: Fire protection services provided in the Goleta Planning Area shall work toward 
the goals and standards established for adequate fire protection.  This includes maintaining a five 
minute response time for all urban areas and a maximum population to firefighter ratio of 4000 to 1.

Action FIRE-GV-1.1: When funding for a newfire station is available the County shall 
provide Fire Station 10 in western Goleta.

Action FIRE;GV-1.2: When funding is available the County shall 
reopenFire Station 19 in easternGoleta.

DevStd FIRE-GV-1.3: Two routes of ingress and egress shall be required for any 
discretionary new development or subdivision of land unless the Fire 
Department waives the requirement.

When multiple routes of ingress and egress are 
required for discretionary new development, they 
shall be open and unobstructed.



GOLETA COMMUNITY PLAN
2. POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTING STRATEGIES, cont’d.

Policy FIRE-GV-2:  All private roads which serve structures served by the Fire Department 
shall be constructed to Fire Department and County engineering 
designstandards unless the Fire Department waives the standard.

DevStd FIRE-GV-3 Stored Water Fire Protection Systems shall not be allowed inside the 
designated boundaries of a Water District unless that district notifies the 
Fire Department in writing that they cannot provide Fire Protection 
Service to that area.  All new development is required to provide fire 
hydrants from a water district system when located within the designated 
boundaries of that district.  

Policy FIRE-GV-4: Secondaryaccess shall be a consideration in the siting and design of all 
new development.



In 1970, 30 firefighters In 1970, 30 firefighters 
served in the Goleta Valley.served in the Goleta Valley.



Reduction in Staffing 
through the Years

Reduction in Staffing Reduction in Staffing 
through the Yearsthrough the Years

•• Due to budget cuts over the Due to budget cuts over the 
years, this number has been years, this number has been 
reduced to only 19 reduced to only 19 
Firefighters serving the Firefighters serving the 
Goleta Valley today Goleta Valley today 
(including UCSB)(including UCSB)

•• This has resulted in a 35% This has resulted in a 35% 
reduction in South County reduction in South County 
staffing while call volume staffing while call volume 
has increased 616%has increased 616%Rutherford Fire, Old Rutherford Fire, Old 

Town Goleta, 2007Town Goleta, 2007



FACTSFACTS

Goleta’s Population in Goleta’s Population in 
1970:1970:

Approximately 68,500Approximately 68,500

Firefighters Serving the Firefighters Serving the 
Valley at that time: 30Valley at that time: 30

FF to Pop. Ratio = FF to Pop. Ratio = 

2,283:12,283:1

Goleta’s Population in Goleta’s Population in 
2009:2009:

Over 92,000 Over 92,000 
(not including an additional 25,000 (not including an additional 25,000 

UCSB Students & Faculty)UCSB Students & Faculty)

Firefighters Currently Firefighters Currently 
Serving the Valley: 19Serving the Valley: 19

FF to Pop. Ratio =FF to Pop. Ratio =

4,842:14,842:1



20092009-- “All Risk”“All Risk”



QuestionsQuestions


