
Good Afternoon GVPAC Members, 
 
Please see the following comments from Christina McGinnes regarding the prime agricultural 
land in the coastal zone under the California Coastal Act. A hard-copy of Ms. McGinnes’ 
comments will be provided this evening for your records as well. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Erika 

Erika Leachman  
Senior Planner  
County of Santa Barbara  
Office of Long Range Planning  
30 East Figueroa Street  
Santa Barbara, CA 93101  
805.568.2025  
805.568.2076 FAX  

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

 

 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
I thought it would be good to make the PAC aware of the Coastal Act requirements that pertain to the 
conversion of agricultural land in the Coastal Zone given the nature of the discussions regarding the 
Patterson Avenue block. Would it be possible to distribute this to the other PAC members please?  
 
Thanks and see you tonight. 
 
Christina 
 
THE FOLLOWING IS EXCERPTED FROM THE COASTAL ACT, AND WOULD BE APPLICABLE TO 
THE PATTERSON BLOCK: 
 
 
Section 30241 Prime agricultural land; maintenance in agricultural production 
 
The maximum amount of prime agricultural land shall be maintained in agricultural production to assure 
the protection of the areas’ agricultural economy, and conflicts shall be minimized between agricultural 
and urban land uses through all of the following: 
 
(a) By establishing stable boundaries separating urban and rural areas, including, where necessary, 
clearly defined buffer areas to minimize conflicts between agricultural and urban land uses. 
(b) By limiting conversions of agricultural lands around the periphery of urban areas to the lands where 
the viability of existing agricultural use is already severely limited by conflicts with urban uses or where 
the conversion of the lands would complete a logical and viable neighborhood and contribute to the 
establishment of a stable limit to urban development. 
(c) By permitting the conversion of agricultural land surrounded by urban uses where the conversion of 
the land would be consistent with Section 30250. 
(d) By developing available lands not suited for agriculture prior to the conversion of agricultural lands. 
(e) By assuring that public service and facility expansions and nonagricultural development do not impair 



agricultural viability, either through increased assessment costs or degraded air and water quality. 
(f) By assuring that all divisions of prime agricultural lands, except those conversions approved pursuant 
to subdivision (b), and all development adjacent to prime agricultural lands shall not diminish the 
productivity of such prime agricultural lands. 
(Amended by: Ch. 1066, Stats. 1981; Ch. 43, Stats. 1982.) 
 
Section 30241.5 Agricultural land; determination of viability of uses; economic feasibility 
evaluation 
 
(a) If the viability of existing agricultural uses is an issue pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 30241 as 
to any local coastal program or amendment to any certified local coastal program submitted for review 
and approval under this division, the determination of "viability" shall include, but not be limited to, 
consideration of an economic feasibility evaluation containing at least both of the following 
elements: 
 
(1) An analysis of the gross revenue from the agricultural products grown in the area for the five 
years immediately preceding the date of the filing of a proposed local coastal program or an 
amendment to any local coastal program. 
(2) An analysis of the operational expenses, excluding the cost of land, associated with the 
production of the agricultural products grown in the area for the five years immediately preceding 
the date of the filing of a proposed local coastal program or an amendment to any local coastal 
program. 
For purposes of this subdivision, "area" means a geographic area of sufficient size to provide an 
accurate evaluation of the economic feasibility of agricultural uses for those lands included in the 
local coastal program or in the proposed amendment to a certified local coastal program. 
(b) The economic feasibility evaluation required by subdivision (a) shall be submitted to the 
commission, by the local government, as part of its submittal of a local coastal program or an 
amendment to any local coastal program. If the local government determines that it does not have 
the staff with the necessary expertise to conduct the economic feasibility evaluation, the 
evaluation may be conducted under agreement with the local government by a consultant 
selected jointly by local government and the executive director of the commission. 
(Added by Ch. 259, Stats. 1984.)   
 
(NOTE:  ABOVE TEXT ITALICS AND UNDERLINE HAVE BEEN ADDED). 
 
Section 30242 Lands suitable for agricultural use; conversion 
 
All other lands suitable for agricultural use shall not be converted to nonagricultural uses unless (l) 
continued or renewed agricultural use is not feasible, or (2) such conversion would preserve prime 
agricultural land or concentrate development consistent with Section 30250. Any such permitted 
conversion shall be compatible with continued agricultural use on surrounding lands. 
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