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Los Alamos 

Planning Advisory 

Committee Meeting

Los Alamos 

Senior Center

December 10, 2009
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Agenda

Item 1: Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Item 2: Public Comment Period - Items Not on the Agenda

Item 3: a. Minutes of the October 28, 2009 meeting

b. Items of Interest to the LAPAC

Item 4: Presentation – Los Alamos Community Plan Update

Item 5: Discretionary Project Review Procedures 

Item 6: Citizen Access Portal.

Item 7: Future Meeting Date: Thursday, January 7, 2010

Adjourn
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Los Alamos Planning Advisory 

Committee Meeting

Agenda Item 2:

• Public Comment Period for Items not on 

the agenda
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Los Alamos Planning Advisory 

Committee Meeting

Agenda Item 3:

• LAPAC Review of October 28, 

2009 Meeting Minutes
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Agenda Item 3: Items of Interest

• Los Alamos Community Services District 

(LACSD) Board Meeting 
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

7:00 p.m.

• Census 2010 

– Media Campaign, January 1, 2010

– Assistance Centers Open, February 2010

– Questionnaires Delivered, March 2010

– Census Day, April 1, 2009

Los Alamos Planning Advisory 

Committee Meeting
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Form Based Code? Design? 
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Los Alamos Planning Advisory 

Committee Meeting

Agenda Item 4: 

Presentation

Los Alamos Community 

Plan Update - Refresher 
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Los Alamos 

Planning Area

• Area =1 mile2

• 10.2% Vacant Parcels

• Population 1,588

• 1994 – Los Alamos 

Community Plan adopted
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Update Background

December, 2005 -Los Alamos Commons Project Proposed

August, 2006 -Board of Supervisors creates LAPAC

April, 2007 -LAPAC votes for Infill Focus Plan as the Preferred Strategy 

to Achieve a Greater Mix of Local Goods and Services on 

Bell Street

July, 2008 -LAPAC  and Planning Commission Recommend Infill Plan 

Update, Form-Based Code and Design Guidelines to Board 

of Supervisors

September, 2008 -Board Initiates Environmental Review Phase
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• Goal LU-LA-1: 

– Encourage growth within 

the Community Plan Area 

rather than expanding 

the existing Urban 

Boundary.

• Goal LUR-LA-1: 

– Encourage infill and 

mixed use 

residential/commercial 

growth within the existing 

Urban Boundary.

Los Alamos Infill Goals
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The Planning Toolbox

What is a Form-Based Code?

– New Planning tool

– Emphasizes Form and Function

– Traditional Zoning Focuses on 
Separation of Uses and Setbacks

– Form-Based Codes focus on 
establishing the scale and massing 
of the built environment
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Bell Street Form-Based Code & CM-LA

– Appropriate standards for a 
traditional American downtown

– Promotes suitable mix of uses 
for Los Alamos

– Pedestrian accessible

– Streamlines regulations to reduce 
processing costs and time for 
compatible projects

– Development Plan required for 
larger scale projects <15,000
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Bell Street Design Guidelines

– Companion to Form Based 
Code

– Identifies  suitable architectural 
types

– Promotes western town theme

– Facilitates review and clarify the 
process
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BAR Review Process

Bethany Clough – Chair Central Board of 

Architectural Review

•What does the CBAR do?

•Three Levels of Review and Findings

•Coordination between CBAR and LAPAC
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BAR Review – Design Guidelines

Pages 19, 20, & 22
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Los Alamos Community Plan Update 

Agenda Item 4: Presentation

LAPAC Discussion 

Los Alamos Community Plan Update 

Implementation
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LAPAC Review Process

Agenda Item 5:  Discretionary Project Review 

Procedures
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LAPAC Review Process

PAC Project Review

Application Staff

Review by PAC

Recorded by Member 

Assigned to Project

Comments to 

Decision-makers
Staff
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Planning Toolbox

Agenda Item 6:  Citizen Access Portal 

/

https://aca.sbcountyplanning.org/CitizenAccess/
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Planning Toolbox

Agenda Item 6:  Citizen Access Portal 

https://aca.sbcountyplanning.org/CitizenAccess/

https://aca.sbcountyplanning.org/CitizenAccess/
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Los Alamos Planning Advisory Committee

Agenda Item 7: Future Meetings

• Next Meeting: Thursday, January 7, 2010

– Staff will brief the LAPAC on the comments received on the 

Draft EIR

• Late January and Early February 

– LAPAC Recommendation Meetings

Adjourn
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Thank You

Los Alamos Planning Advisory Committee


