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4.2  PARKS and RECREATION 
 
4.2.1   Setting 
 
Parks Setting 
 
The Santa Ynez Valley area contains several public recreational amenities.  These include one 
County park and five City parks located outside the Community Plan area within the Cities of 
Buellton and Solvang.  The Santa Ynez County Park is located at 3200 Cuesta Street in the Santa 
Ynez township.  This park is approximately two acres in size and offers picnic and barbeque 
areas, restrooms, horseshoe pits, playground equipment, open grass areas, and a sand 
volleyball court.   
 
County residents often use City park facilities in the Santa Ynez Valley, and the reverse is also 
the case.  The City of Solvang has three parks: Solvang Park, Hans Christian Andersen Park, 
and Sunny Fields Park.  Solvang Park is less than one acre in size, and is located in downtown 
Solvang on Highway 246 at Park Way.  Solvang Park contains a gazebo, picnic areas, and 
restroom facilities.  Hans Christian Andersen Park is a 52-acre day use park, bounded by Chalk 
Hill Road to the north and east and State Highway 246 to the south.  This park offers tennis 
courts, a skate park, hiking and equestrian trails, picnic tables, barbeques and restrooms.  Sunny 
Fields Park on Alamo Pintado Road was recently constructed, and offers a softball diamond, 
turf area, and playground on its seven acres.    
 
Two active use parks are located in the City of Buellton.  Oak Park, a 3.5-acre joint use facility 
shared with the adjacent Oak Valley Elementary School, is located at the northwest corner of 
Sycamore Drive and Second Street and contains a turf area, picnic and barbeque areas, a tot lot 
and restroom facilities.  River View Park is a new 10-acre park located at 151 Sycamore Drive in 
Buellton, offering two basketball courts, a volleyball court, horseshoe pits, playing fields, 
ceremonial pavilion, two tot lots, restrooms, and walking/hiking trails along the Santa Ynez 
River.  The City also contains Sharon Place Park, an undeveloped 3.33 acre parcel dedicated to 
park facilities.  Although there are currently no plans to develop that piece of land, a passive 
use park is envisioned.  (City of Buellton, Land Use Element and Circulation Element Update 
Program EIR, September 29, 2005). Additional parks in Buellton are planned as part of the 
development of the Oak Springs Village Specific Plan north of Highway 246 between the 
Thumbelina residential development and McMurray Road.  
 
In the township of Los Olivos is Lavinia Campbell Park.  Lavinia Campbell Park is a 0.16-acre 
informal pocket park, privately owned by a local community group, located at the southwest 
corner of Grand Avenue and Alamo Pintado Avenue.  This park provides public green space 
and picnic tables. Other privately-owned recreational facilities in the Plan Area include three 
golf courses totaling 159 acres in Buellton and Solvang, and the YMCA in Santa Ynez.   
 
Additional recreational opportunities for area residents can be found just outside of the Plan 
Area.  Public campgrounds at Lake Cachuma, hiking trails within the Los Padres National 
Forest, and the trails and picnic areas available at Nojoqui Falls Park provide nearby park 
facilities.  Nojoqui Park is located approximately 4.5 miles southwest of the Plan Area off of 
Alisal Road.  The Cachuma Lake Recreation Area is approximately 4.5 miles east of the Plan 
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Area off Highway 154.  In addition, several privately-owned campgrounds and two public golf 
courses (Rancho San Marcos and La Purisima) are located a few miles outside the Plan Area, 
and are also available to residents of the Valley. 
 
Figure 4.2-1 identifies the locations of public parks and recreation facilities and proposed trails 
in the Plan Area.  An inventory of public parks and recreational facilities in the Plan Area 
vicinity is provided in Table 4.2-1. 
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Source:  County of Santa Barbara, 2006 
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In addition to these City and County owned parks, many joint use agreements exist between 
areas schools, youth and adult sports leagues, and the incorporated cities. These agreements 
provide the majority of the facilities and playing fields for these organizations year round and 
are supported by Comprehensive Plan Land Use Element Parks/Recreation Policy 5: “Schools 
and other public-owned lands should be utilized for joint use recreational activities whenever 
possible”.  The County contributed a share of Quimby Act fees (described below) to area 
schools to assist in the development of joint-use recreational facilities, and their acreage is 
included in calculations of parkland to population standards.  College School in Santa Ynez 
provides baseball and softball fields for youth little league teams as well as a soccer field 
complex for American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) games.  Santa Ynez High School has 
a track and tennis courts that are open to the public during hours when students are not using 
the facilities.  The high school also provides a baseball field for adult leagues on weekends.  Los 
Olivos School provides a softball field and turf area.  No soccer fields are specifically designated 
at the Los Olivos School facilities; however, soccer use is allowed on most ball fields or turf 
areas where agreements exist. School facilities within the two cities are also jointly used by 
youth and adult organizations.  Table 4.2-2 summarizes school recreational facilities in the Santa 
Ynez Valley. 

 
Table 4.2-2  School Recreational Facilities 

Schools with Joint 
Use Agreements 

Facilities at School Location Acreage  

Santa Ynez High School 
One baseball diamond, two softball 
fields, tennis courts, track  

2975 E. Hwy 246, Santa Ynez 10.3 

College Elementary 
One Pony League baseball diamond, 
three little league diamonds, turf area  

3525 Pine St, Santa Ynez 7.2 

Los Olivos School  One softball diamond and turf area  
2540 Alamo Pintado Ave, Los 
Olivos 

2.8 

Jonata School  Two softball diamonds and turf area  301 Second St, Buellton 3.7 

Oak Valley Elementary Turf area and softball fields  595 Second St Buellton 3.5 

Total 27.5

 
Trails Setting 
 
The Santa Ynez Valley contains many miles of recreational trail opportunities for Valley 
residents.  Both on- and off-road trails exist, with the majority of on-road trails in the Plan Area 
being located near the townships and cities.  The majority of off-road trails are located in the 
Los Padres National Forest, just outside of the Plan Area, but still accessible to residents in the 
Valley. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan provides a Parks, Recreation, and Trails Map (PRT-4) that was last 
revised in 1988.  Comprehensive Plan policy PRT-4 identified both existing and proposed trail 
corridors throughout the Santa Ynez Valley.  Figure 4.2-1 illustrates a revised trails map to 
reflect the current conditions and status of existing trails in the Valley.  As shown in this figure, 
there are two existing off-road trails within the Plan Area: one linking the residents of Calzada 
Avenue to Numancia Avenue and one aligned with the Class I bike path following Highway 
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246 between Solvang and the west side of Santa Ynez.  There are also two existing on-road trails 
within the Plan Area: one along Refugio Road, and one along a small section of the west side of 
Santa Ynez Avenue.  However, most roads within the Plan Area have side shoulders that 
accommodate pedestrian and equestrian use.  Therefore, the public right-of-way along the road 
shoulders serve as unofficial on-road trails.  In addition, the County holds several existing trail 
easements on portions of Roblar Avenue, Refugio Road, Figueroa Mountain Road, Armour 
Ranch Road, and segments of Happy Canyon Road.  These proposed on-road trails are 
frequently used; however encroaching fences, mailboxes and signs currently create obstructions 
or safety hazards for users. 
 
In addition, the City of Buellton proposes a multi-purpose trail along the north side of the Santa 
Ynez River, and they suggest that the County plan for continuing this trail along the river to the 
west and east of the Buellton City limits (Bierdzinski, 2007). 
 
County policy maintains that all public trails be designated for multi-use (available for hiking, 
horseback riding, and cycling) with exceptions for a few existing trails specifically designed for 
hiking and/or equestrian use only in the Grants of Easement.  The existing and proposed trails 
in the Plan Area serve as urban and rural networks, providing links to schools and shopping 
areas, connecting the townships and providing recreational and tourism opportunities 
throughout the Valley. 
 
Bikeways Setting 
 
Currently, there are approximately 5.9 miles of Class I and II bikeways in the Santa Ynez Valley 
(City-1.8 miles, County-2.8 miles, and State-1.3 miles)1. Existing and proposed bikeways in the 
Plan area are illustrated on Figure 4.2-1.  SBCAG also incorporates bicycle lanes as part of its 
Regional Transportation Plan.  The Regional Transportation Plan identifies a system of 
regionally significant bikeways that linked major population centers and, within the centers, 
major trip origins and destinations.  Dedicated bike paths in the Plan Area fall into three 
categories: 
 

 Class I Bike path (Off-road Path).  A completely separated facility for use by 
bicyclists. It consists of a paved two-way bike lane having a minimum width of 8 
feet. An adjacent graded area no less than 2 feet wide is provided on both sides 
of the paved area to accommodate some pedestrian use. Pathways closer than 5 
feet from the edge of a traveled way must include a physical barrier to prevent 
users from encroaching onto motor vehicle lanes.  

 
 Class II Bike path (On-road Bike path).  A separate lane for use by bicyclists 

which is established within the paved area of a road. Stripes painted on the 
pavement delineate separate areas to be used by bicyclists or motorists. In 
addition, bike lane signs and pavement markings provide for an orderly flow of 
traffic and reduce the risk of bicycle/motorist collisions resulting from confusion 
about where cyclists will be. Class II bike paths are exclusively one-way facilities. 
On-street parking is sometimes permitted within Class II Bike paths. 

                                                 
1 According to Santa Barbara County 1999 Master Bike Plan. 
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4.2.2  Impact Analysis 
 
Methodology and Significance Thresholds 
 
Parks and recreational resources are important to identify and evaluate because they provide an 
important measure of the physical quality of life in a community.  Such resources enhance the 
community’s aesthetic qualities, the health of the community’s environment, and residents’ 
perceptions and enjoyment of the community.  Community parks include both recreational and 
open space resources.  Open space areas can provide opportunities for both active and passive 
recreation, and can also include natural preserve areas. 
 
The County does not have specific thresholds regarding impacts involving recreational 
facilities.  However, the County does have a standard requirement of 4.7 acres of parkland per 
1,000 residents.  Therefore, impacts are potentially significant if a project causes the County to 
contain less than 4.7 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents, as a deficiency in this ratio may 
require the development of additional parks and recreational facilities.  In addition, in 
accordance with Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, impacts would be significant if the 
proposed Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan would result in the any of the following: 
 

 The project would increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated; or 

 The project includes recreational facilities or requires the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. 

 
Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
The impact analysis evaluates programmatic impacts associated with the Plan as well as project-
level impacts of the development of the AHOD sites.  Programmatic impacts include buildout 
of the Plan area, proposed land use and zoning changes, policy changes, and programs 
proposed as part of the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan.  Project-specific analysis would 
still be needed for any individual future projects proposed under the amended programs or 
policies.  In addition, for the AHOD sites, potential site-specific impacts and mitigation 
measures are described and evaluated.  The project level analysis for the AHOD sites is 
intended to serve as the project environmental review for possible future projects on these sites, 
therefore additional environmental review of any future development proposal on an AHOD 
site would not be required as long as the proposal is consistent with applicable Code 
requirements and restrictions.     
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Impact PR-1 Increased Demand for Recreational Facilities  

 
Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Plan Buildout and Rezones 
 
The 20-year buildout and rezoning actions under the proposed Community Plan would result 
in 516 new primary residential units, 132 new residential second units, 24 new agricultural 
employee units, and 149 new mixed-use residential units.  In addition, development under the 
proposed Affordable Housing Overlay (described below) would potentially result in 115 
additional primary residences.  All together, new primary and secondary residences would 
total 936 additional units in the Plan Area.  
 
Although ample recreational facilities in the Santa Ynez Valley Area are already provided to 
serve existing and 20-year buildout populations, future development under the proposed 
Community Plan would require the dedication of land or payment of in-lieu fees, or a 
combination of both, for park and recreational purposes as a condition of approval of a tract 
map or parcel map.  These collected fees or allocated lands would be used to create additional 
park and recreation facilities, in order to help maintain demand associated with the Plan Area’s 
future residents. 
 
Based on the County’s average household size of 2.76 persons per dwelling unit (California 
Department of Finance, 2007), the 20-year buildout under the proposed Plan would result in 
2,584 new residents.  Based on the County’s standard of 4.7 acres of parkland per 1,000 
residents, the 20-year buildout under the proposed Plan would create a need for 12.14 acres of 
additional parkland.   
 
While ample recreational facilities are already in existence, the Plan proposes one new park 
area, as summarized in Table 4.2-3.  The proposed 5-acre passive use park would be located 
adjacent to the Sanja de Cota Creek west of Meadowvale Road and south of Sagunto Street.  
This park would include trails and picnic facilities.   

 
Table 4.2-3  Public Park & Recreational Facilities Proposed by the Community Plan 

 

Facility Description Location Acreage 

Sanja Cota Creek Park 
(County of Santa Barbara) 

Picnic area, trails, and passive 
recreational use of a flood hazard 
area 

West of Meadowvale Road, 
south of Sagunto Street in Santa 
Ynez 

5.0 

 

 
The two-acre expansion of the existing 3.25 acre Santa Ynez Park was not included as a future 
County park expansion, given that the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians tribe recently 
purchased the proposed park expansion parcel and have initiated an annexation of this 
property into their reservation. The fee to trust request has not been approved, and the request 
is in litigation.  Although preliminarily the tribe has indicated they may develop the parcel as a 
park, should the annexation be approved, the County would no longer have control over the 
future use of this parcel.  Hence, this analysis does not count the potential 2.5-acre expansion of 



Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan EIR 
Section 4.2  Parks and Recreation 
 
 

County of Santa Barbara 
4.2-11 

the Santa Ynez Park towards the County’s parkland to population ratio standard.  The Plan also 
proposes to change the land use and zoning designation of the 0.16-acre Lavinia Campbell Park 
in Los Olivos (APN 135-093-007) from General Commercial/C-2 to Recreation/REC. This action 
is intended to reflect the current recreational use of this privately owned pocket park and to 
encourage its permanent preservation as parkland by the community group that owns it. 
 
When future population is added to the existing population of the Plan Area, the 12,434 
residents would require approximately 58.4 acres of parkland.  Existing and proposed County 
parks in the Valley Area would provide 365.5 acres of parkland, and school facilities with joint-
use agreements would provide an additional 27.5 acres.  The resultant parks to population 
ration would be 31.6 acres per 1,000 residents, which more than meets the Quimby Act 
requirement.  
 
Although park and recreational resources in the Valley are currently shared between residents 
of both incorporated and unincorporated areas of the Valley, no formal agreement exists for the 
sharing of these facilities between the County and the Cities of Buellton and Solvang, or 
between the County and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.  Such an agreement may 
result from the establishment of a Valley-wide Parks and Recreation District, as discussed 
below in Action PRT-SYV-1.1 and through the related Actions PRT-SYV-1.3 and PRT-SYV-1.4.  
As previously discussed, the public and private recreational facilities located in Buellton and 
Solvang total 242.33 acres, and are used by Plan Area residents, although these facilities are not 
included in the parkland to population ratio above. 
 
Because of the abundance of parks and recreational facilities present and planned to meet 
existing and future parks to population ratios, the proposed Plan would result in Class III, less 
than significant impacts related to available parks and recreational facilities.   
 
Mixed Use Overlay 
 
Several blocks within the townships of Los Olivos and Santa Ynez are considered for the 
proposed MU-SYV Overlay, and the construction of 132 additional mixed use residential units 
are anticipated under 20-year build-out conditions. The additional residential population 
expected from the development of these new residential units is included in the population 
projections discussed above in the Plan Buildout and Rezones subheading, as is the additional 
parkland need this would generate.   
 
Design Control Overlay 
 
The Revised Design Control (D) Overlay intends to protect scenic qualities, property values, 
and neighborhood character on certain key sites and along certain key corridors within the 
Valley.  This overlay would not accommodate new residential development that could not 
otherwise occur under the existing Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, this program would not 
create additional demand for parkland.  No impacts would result. 
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Heritage Sites Overlay 
 
The proposed Heritage Sites (HS) Overlay would designate certain parcels in the Santa Ynez 
Valley whose potential subdivision requires a higher level of scrutiny and careful consideration.  
This overlay would not accommodate new residential development that could not otherwise 
occur under the existing Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, this program would not create 
additional demand for parkland.  No impacts would result. 
 
Other Applicable Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards 
 
It is a goal of the proposed Plan to protect and provide public recreational opportunities for 
residents and visitors.  To meet this goal, the Plan includes several policies and development 
standards which could have a beneficial effect on available park and recreational facilities 
within the Valley through the provision of additional parklands and other recreational 
amenities.  These are discussed in the discussion of programmatic Mitigation Measures below.   
 
The Community Plan proposes an update to the Santa Ynez Valley Area Parks, Recreation and 
Trails Map (PRT-4), as illustrated on Figure 4.2-1 above.  Under the proposed Plan a number of 
trail and bike lane alignments are designated for future construction.  The Plan further includes 
several policies and development standards, discussed below under impact PR-2, that would 
ensure that impacts on habitat and other resources are minimized during the construction of 
new trail and bike-lane alignments.  The updated Trails map eliminates certain trail segments 
shown on the existing PRT-4 map in the Comprehensive Plan, as future construction of these 
trail segments has been determined to be infeasible, but would not adversely affect any existing 
trails.  In addition, the designation of new trails and bikeways would ensure that adequate trail 
and bikeway recreational opportunities are available to Plan Area residents.  The impact related 
to the change in the trails map is less than significant (Class III).    
 
Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Park demand under the 20-year buildout scenario is discussed above in Plan Buildout and 
Rezones.  The 20-year buildout discussion includes the housing that could be produced through 
the development of the AHOD sites.  For informational purposes, the parks demand generated 
by the development of each of these AHOD sites is discussed below.  
 
Impact PR-1(A) Park and Recreation Demand: Site A 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 2.27 acre site, which currently has split zoning of  
Highway Commercial/CH and 1-E-1 (Single Family Residential/Estate-1 acre minimum lot 
size), to General Commercial/C2 with an Affordable Housing Overlay of 20 units per acre/DR 
20.  The effect of this overlay would be to allow the development of up to 45 affordable housing 
units on the property.  Based on the County’s average household size of 2.76 persons per 
dwelling unit (California Department of Finance, 2007), 45 additional units would generate an 
estimated 125 residents in Santa Ynez.  Based on the County standard of 4.7 acres of parkland 
per 1,000 residents, this development would generate a need for approximately 0.59 acres of 
parkland in the Plan Area.  Any future developer of housing under this overlay would be 
required to pay an in-lieu public parks fee equivalent to the provision of public parks in 
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accordance with State Quimby Act standards and as required by the County.  Payment of these 
fees would offset incremental increases in demand.  Therefore impacts would be Class III, less 
than significant. 
 
Impact PR-1(B) Park and Recreation Demand: Site B 
 
The proposed Plan would rezone this site from Highway Commercial/CH to General 
Commercial/C2 with an Affordable Housing Overlay of 20 units per acre/DR 20.   This 
property is 1.06 acres, which under this zoning, could allow the development of up to 20 
affordable housing units.  Based on the County’s average household size of 2.76 persons per 
dwelling unit (California Department of Finance, 2007), 20 additional units would generate an 
estimated 55 residents in Santa Ynez.  Based on the County standard of 4.7 acres of parkland per 
1,000 residents, this development would generate a need for approximately 0.26 acres of 
parkland in the Plan Area.  Any future developer of housing under this overlay would be 
required to pay an in-lieu public parks fee equivalent to the provision of public parks in 
accordance with State Quimby Act standards and as required by the County.  Payment of these 
fees would offset incremental increases in demand. Therefore impacts would be Class III, less 
than significant. 
 
Impact PR-1(C) Park and Recreation Demand: Site C 
 
Under the proposed Plan, this site would maintain its current Residential 1.0 zoning, but with 
an Affordable Housing Overlay allowing 12 units per acre (AHO Res12/DR 12).  Under this 
overlay, up to 24 affordable housing units could be developed on this 2.06 acre property.  Based 
on the County’s average household size of 2.76 persons per dwelling unit (California 
Department of Finance, 2007), 24 additional units would generate an estimated 66 residents in 
Santa Ynez.  Based on the County standard of 4.7 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents, this 
development would generate a need for approximately 0.31 acres of parkland in the Plan Area.  
Any future developer of housing under this overlay would be required to pay an in-lieu public 
parks fee equivalent to the provision of public parks in accordance with State Quimby Act 
standards and as required by the County.  Payment of these fees would offset incremental 
increases in demand. Therefore impacts would be Class III, less than significant. 
 
Impact PR-1(D) Park and Recreation Demand: Site D 
 
The Community Plan proposes that this property would maintain its current Residential 1.0 
zoning, but with an Affordable Housing Overlay allowing 12 units per acre (AHO Res12/DR 
12).  Under this overlay, up to 26 affordable housing units could be developed on this 2.06 acre 
property.  Based on the County’s average household size of 2.76 persons per dwelling unit 
(California Department of Finance, 2007), 26 additional units would generate an estimated 72 
residents in Santa Ynez.  Based on the County standard of 4.7 acres of parkland per 1,000 
residents, this development would generate a need for approximately 0.34 acres of parkland in 
the Plan Area.  Any future developer of housing under this overlay would be required to pay 
an in-lieu public parks fee equivalent to the provision of public parks in accordance with State 
Quimby Act standards and as required by the County.  Payment of these fees would offset 
incremental increases in demand. Therefore impacts would be Class III, less than significant. 
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Mitigation Measures 
 
Programmatic Mitigation 
 
The following policies and development standards are included in the proposed Community 
Plan and are intended to augment the existing recreational amenities for Plan Area residents: 
 

POLICY PRT-SYV-1: The County shall strive to provide new recreation and park 
facilities and new trails. New trails shall be limited to non-motorized vehicle use and 
shall only be proposed on public property or public roads. 

Action PRT-SYV-1.1: The County should work with the Cities of Solvang and Buellton 
to study the feasibility of establishing a Valley-wide Park and Recreation District to 
develop and manage park and recreational facilities and activities serving local residents 
of the Valley. 

Action PRT-SYV-1.2: The County shall pursue siting or expanding neighborhood parks 
within the three townships.  

Action PRT-SYV-1.3 The County should work cooperatively with the Cities of Solvang 
and Buellton, the Santa Ynez Community Services District and the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians to plan for and develop local serving active and passive parks. 

Action PRT-SYV -1.4: The County shall encourage the future development of playing 
fields in the SYVCPA to serve the needs of Valley residents. 

Action PRT-SYV-1.5: The Office of Long Range Planning shall work with County Parks 
and Public Works to develop a trailhead parking area at Refugio Road, just south of the 
Santa Ynez River. 

Action PRT-SYV-1.6: The County shall support the efforts of volunteer trail 
organizations and encourage their efforts to clear trails. County support may include, but 
not be limited to: coordinating volunteer efforts, designating a liaison between volunteer 
groups and the County Parks Department, providing information on grant 
opportunities, and facilitating communication between trail organizations.  

Action PRT-SYV-1.7: The County shall work with Caltrans to prioritize funding for 
design and construction of a multi-purpose trail along the Highway 154 right-of-way. 
The trail shall be designed consistent with the rural character of the Valley and to 
accommodate multiple uses with a separate parallel path for equestrian users. 

DevStd PRT-SYV-1.9: Consistent with the Agricultural Element, all opportunities for 
public trails within the general corridors identified on the Parks, Recreation and Trails 
(PRT) map shall be protected, preserved and provided for during review and upon 
approval of development and/or permits requiring discretionary approval. 

Action PRT-SYV-1.10: The County shall actively pursue acquisition of interconnecting 
useable public trails within designated trail corridors through negotiation with property 
owners for purchase, through exchange for surplus County property as available, or 
through acceptance of gifts and other voluntary dedications of easements. 

POLICY PRT-SYV-2: All trails developed by and/or dedicated to the County shall be 
multi-use (hiking, cycling, equestrian). 
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POLICY PRT-SYV-3: The County shall ensure that trails provide users with a 
recreational experience appropriate to the quiet, rural nature of the area. 

Action CIRC-SYV-1.2: A minimum of twenty percent of all transportation impact fees 
collected shall be allocated to the bicycle system, transit, pedestrian and wheelchair 
improvements, and multi-purpose trails serving bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian users. 
Said alternative transportation funds shall be deposited and held in separate accounts, 
together with accumulated interest, with provisions for loans between the two accounts, 
until expenditure upon bicycle, transit, pedestrian, or multi-purpose facilities is needed. 

 
In addition, future residential project applicants would be required to pay an in-lieu public 
parks fee equivalent to the provision of public parks in accordance with County Quimby Act 
and Parks Development Mitigation Fees (AB 1600) standards as required by the County.  
Payment of these fees would offset incremental increases in demand, no additional mitigation is 
requiredIn addition, future applicants would be required to pay an in-lieu public parks fee 
equivalent to the provision of public parks in accordance with State Quimby Act standards and 
as required by the County.  Payment of these fees would offset incremental increases in 
demand, no additional mitigation is required. 

 
Mitigation Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
As discussed above, future applicants would be required to pay an in-lieu public parks fee 
equivalent to the provision of public parks in accordance with State Quimby Act standards and 
as required by the County.  Payment of these fees would offset incremental increases in 
demand, no additional mitigation is required. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Impacts would be less than significant without mitigation. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Impacts would be less than significant without mitigation. 
 

Impact PR-2 Adverse Physical Environmental Effects Resulting from Additional 
Recreational Facilities 

 
Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Plan Buildout and Rezones 
 
One new park is proposed as part of the Community Plan, as are other recreational amenities.  
In addition to the planned Sanja Cota Creek Park, formalization of several planned trails is 
proposed.  These future recreation sites have the potential to result in adverse environmental 
effects, and are discussed below.   
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The planned Sanja Cota Creek Park would be located in a flood hazard area of Sanja de Cota 
Creek.  The creek and surrounding riparian vegetation are considered a sensitive biological 
resource.  Although no formal development plan for this park has been provided, the proposed 
use would be primarily for passive recreation, with limited improvements including picnic 
areas and hiking trails, which would not present a significant impact to the creek and associated 
habitat after implementation of the proposed policies described in the mitigation section below.   
 
Redesignation and rezoning of Lavinia Campbell Park (a privately owned pocket park in Los 
Olivos) is also proposed.  The rezone from General Commercial to Recreation would not 
involve any development; rather, it would ensure that the existing park site would be preserved 
for recreational use.  The proposed rezoning would eliminate the potential for future conversion 
of this park to commercial development or uses.  No environmental impacts would result from 
the redesignation and the rezoning, as the property is currently developed as a park, and no 
additional amenities are proposed. 
 
As illustrated on Figure 4.2-1, there are several on- and off-road multipurpose trails proposed 
within the Plan Area.  These trail corridors have not yet been acquired for public use, and site-
specific consideration of possible adverse impacts would be conducted as trail development 
projects are brought forward for consideration.  To reduce the potential for such environmental 
impacts, the Plan proposes several policies which are listed in the mitigation section below. 
 
Future recreation facilities have the potential to result in additional environmental impacts, 
including water supply, public safety, aesthetics, and land use conflicts.  Proposed policies 
listed below would reduce these potential impacts to a Class III, less than significant, level. 
 
Mixed Use Overlay 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Mixed Use Overlay.  Impacts related to park 
demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
 
Design Control Overlay 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Design Control Overlay.  Impacts related to park 
demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
 
Heritage Sites Overlay 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Heritage Sites Overlay.  Impacts related to park 
demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
 
Other Applicable Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards 
 
The PRT-4 map identifies proposed trails that may be constructed in the Plan Area.  
Construction of new trails or would be subject to siting and design standards in the Trail Siting 
Guidelines, included as Appendix D of the Draft Community Plan, and therefore would result 
in less than significant impacts (Class III).   
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As part of the PRT-4 update, the Plan also proposes several Class I, II, and III bikeways.  The 
revised PRT-4 map, shown in Figure 4.2-1, illustrates the locations these existing and proposed 
bikeways.  Class II and III bikeways would occur on existing or widened roadways, and would 
be reviewed for potential environmental impacts as future roadway improvements projects are 
reviewed.  Class I bikeways would be located on a separate trail and would potentially require 
additional grading, paving, and landscaping where they are proposed, in this case, along 
Highway 154 and a portion of Highway 246.  The design and precise location for these Class I 
bikeways is not available at present; therefore an analysis of specific environmental impacts 
would be speculative.  Additional Class I bikeways would encourage bicycling as opposed to 
driving to certain locations throughout the Plan Area.  This could have potentially beneficial 
(Class IV) impacts to traffic and air quality.  However, the construction of these Class I 
bikeways would potentially result in significant impacts to biological resources, agricultural 
resources and archaeological resources.  Mitigation is required to reduce these potential impacts 
to a less than significant level.  
 
Overall, Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards propose recreational amenities 
that may have significant environmental impacts.  Proposed policies which are mitigative in 
nature are discussed in the mitigation section below, and would reduce some of these impacts 
to a less than significant level; however additional mitigation is required for the proposed Class 
I bikeways.  Overall, impacts would be Class II, significant but mitigable. 
 
Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Impact PR-2(A) Proposed Recreational Facilities: Site A 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Affordable Housing Overlay.  Impacts related to 
park demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
 
Impact PR-2(B) Proposed Recreational Facilities: Site B 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Affordable Housing Overlay.  Impacts related to 
park demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
 
Impact PR-2(C) Proposed Recreational Facilities: Site C 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Affordable Housing Overlay.  Impacts related to 
park demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
 
Impact PR-2(D) Proposed Recreational Facilities: Site D 
 
Park facilities are not proposed as part of the Affordable Housing Overlay.  Impacts related to 
park demand are discussed under Impact PR-1 above.  No impacts would result. 
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Mitigation Measures 
 
Programmatic Mitigation 
 
The following policies would reduce potential impacts to biological resources: 
 

DevStd BIO-SYV-3.2: Public trails shall be sited and designed to avoid or minimize 
impacts to native habitat, areas of steep slopes, and/or highly erosive and sandy soils. 
Trails should follow existing dirt road and trail alignments and use existing bridges. 
Where this is not possible, prior to final trail alignment, proposed trail routes should be 
surveyed and re-routed where necessary to avoid sensitive species, subject to final 
approval by Planning and Development and the Parks Department. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-13: The use of native landscaping shall be encouraged, especially in 
parks, buffers adjacent to native habitats, and designated open space. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-13.1: For development requiring a landscape plan, the use of non-
invasive plant species should be used to the maximum extent feasible. Plants listed on the 
CalEPPC Exotic Pest Plants of Greatest Ecological Concern in California (see Appendix 
G of the Proposed Community Plan) should not be used. 

Trail Siting Guidelines I A: To the maximum extent feasible, trails should be sited and 
designed to keep hikers, bicyclists and equestrians on the cleared pathways, to minimize 
impacts to sensitive habitat areas and environmental resources, and to avoid or minimize 
erosion impacts and conflicts with surrounding land uses. 

Trail Siting Guidelines I E: Trails should be sited so as to utilize existing roads and trails 
as much as possible, except where the trail may conflict with surrounding land uses and 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

Trail Siting Guidelines II A: Trails should be sited to minimize damage to riparian areas 
while allowing some public access to these resources. Measures should include locating 
the majority of trail corridors outside riparian areas, while occasionally bringing trails 
into contact with streams for public enjoyment. All trail construction should minimize 
removal of riparian vegetation and utilize natural features and/or lateral fencing to 
discourage public access to sections of streams not directly accessed by trails. 

Trail Siting Guidelines II B: To the greatest extent feasible, the number of creek crossings 
should be limited in order to protect stream/riparian resources. 

Trail Siting Guidelines II C: Fences constructed along trail corridors should allow for 
wildlife movement, to the greatest extent feasible. 

Trail Siting Guidelines II D: Both trail siting and maintenance should be conducted to 
minimize introduction and proliferation of exotic weedy plants. 

 
The following policies would reduce potential impacts to agricultural resources: 
 

Trail Siting Guidelines III A: Where appropriate (e.g., adjacent to existing agricultural 
operations, buildings, residences, etc.), the County should construct fencing between the 
trail and private land uses. County Parks shall determine on a case-by-case basis 
appropriate fencing design and type. The County should consider landowner input on 
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fence design. To the greatest extent feasible, fencing should not hinder the natural 
movement and migration of animals and should be aesthetically pleasing. 

Trail Siting Guidelines III B: Where trails bisect private land, locked gates should be 
installed at appropriate intervals to allow the landowner to cross the trail easement from 
one side of the property to the other. 

Trail Siting Guidelines III C: Trails should be located away from cultivated agriculture 
and should be sited to avoid bisecting existing agricultural operations, to the greatest 
extent feasible. 

 
The following policies would reduce potential impacts to public safety/circulation: 
 

Action PRT-SYV-1.8: The County should investigate all obstructions to dedicated on- 
and off-road public trails and property and take appropriate action to remove any such 
obstructions. County Public Works shall consult with the County Park Department prior 
to issuing any encroachment permits for on-road development such as driveways along 
road shoulders with current or proposed trails. 

DevStd PRT-SYV-3.2: On-road trail development design shall maximize road shoulder 
width to separate trail users from vehicular traffic. 

 
The following policies would reduce potential land use conflicts resulting from recreational use 
of a site: 
 

DevStd PRT-SYV-3.1: Development adjacent to trail easements shall include setbacks 
and, where appropriate, landscaping to minimize conflicts between use of private 
property and public trail use. For off-road trails outside of Urban, Inner-Rural and Rural 
Neighborhood areas, new structures shall be sited at least 100 feet from the edge of trail 
easements unless this would preclude reasonable use of property. 

DevStd PRT-SYV-1.4: Trailhead parking shall be sited and designed to minimize 
disruption to existing neighborhoods. 

Trail Siting Guidelines IV A: Trails should be sited and designed to avoid significant 
environmental resources and to minimize user conflicts with surrounding land uses, to 
the maximum extent feasible. This may involve realignment of the trail corridor, signage, 
fencing, and/or installation of access control barriers in certain sensitive areas. 

Trail Siting Guidelines IV B: Where feasible, trails should be sited a minimum of 100 feet 
from existing structures, and utilize topography and vegetative barriers to buffer 
surrounding residences from potential privacy impacts. 

Trail Siting Guidelines IV C: Where feasible, trails should be sited along parcel 
boundaries in an effort to minimize land use conflicts. 

 
The following policies would reduce potential impacts to archaeological resources: 
 

Trail Siting Guidelines I D: County Parks should monitor trails for potential impacts 
such as vandalism, impacts to archaeological/historical sites, intensity of use, erosion, 
etc., and when/where necessary, recommend temporary trail closures to alleviate or 
remedy the problem.  
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Trail Siting Guidelines VI A: Trails should be sited and designed to avoid impacts to 
significant cultural, archaeological, and historical resources to the maximum extent 
feasible. This may involve re-alignment of the trail corridor, signage, fencing, and/or 
installation of access control barriers in certain sensitive areas. 

Trail Siting Guidelines VI B: A Phase I archaeological survey may be required prior to 
implementing proposed trail corridors. 

 
The following policies would reduce potential water supply impacts resulting from future 
recreational facilities: 
 

POLICY WAT-SYV-1: Development in the Santa Ynez Valley Planning Area shall 
incorporate appropriate water efficient design, technology and landscaping. 

DevStd WW-SYV-1.2: In cases where landscape plans are required for development, they 
shall include appropriate water-conserving features such as those listed in the Water 
Resources section of the County’s Standard Conditions of Approval and Standard 
Mitigation Measures. 

 
The policies discussed in Section 4.14 Visual and Aesthetic Resources, would reduce potential 
aesthetic impacts to a less than significant level. 
 

The following mitigation measure is required to reduce potential biological, agricultural, or 
archaeological impacts from proposed Class I bikeways to a less than significant level: 
 

PR-2.1 Class I Bikeways.  The proposed Trail Siting Guidelines shall be 
revised to include Class I Bikeways in addition to on or off road trails.   

  
 Plan Requirements and Timing: The Trail Siting Guidelines would 

be revised to include Class I Bikeways as a part of the Final Santa 
Ynez Valley Community Plan.  Monitoring: Planning and 
Development shall review and approve the amended Trail and Class I 
Bikeway Siting Guidelines prior to adoption of the Final Santa Ynez 
Valley Community Plan. 

 
Mitigation Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
No impacts would result, therefore no mitigation is required.    
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Implementation of the proposed policies and Mitigation Measure PR 2.1 listed above would 
reduce potential impacts to biological resources, aesthetics, public safety/circulation, and land 
use conflicts.  Residual impacts would be less than significant. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
No impacts would result. 
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Impact PR-3 Cumulative Demand for Additional Recreational Facilities 

 
Cumulative demand for additional recreational facilities would result from the increases in 
population in the Santa Ynez Valley, including the Plan Area build-out, and the build-out of the 
Cities of Solvang and Buellton, as well as residential growth in the Chumash reservation.  The 
assessment of cumulative demand includes an analysis of existing and proposed park facilities 
Valley-wide, including the Plan Area in combination with the Cities of Buellton and Solvang and 
the Chumash reservation, in comparison to projected population growth.  As discussed above in 
Setting, facilities in the different jurisdictions are available to the public and shared on a Valley-
wide basis.   
 
The current population of the Santa Ynez Valley, including the cities of Buellton and Solvang, 
and the Chumash reservation, is approximately 20,308 residents (California Department of 
Finance, 2007; Wyatt, 2008).  The total acreage of existing parks within the cities and Plan Area 
Boundary is 113.33 acres, which equates to approximately 5.58 acres of parkland per 1,000 
residents.  Hence, there is currently a sufficient amount of available parkland to meet the needs 
of Valley residents.  In addition, private recreational facilities including 159 acres of golf courses 
are available to Valley residents, and an additional combined 358 acres of public parkland is 
located at Nojoqui park, and Lake Cachuma park, which are just outside of the Plan Area, and 
utilized by Valley residents. 
 
The future Valley-wide population was projected to 2030, so that the overall Valley-wide need 
for parkland in the next 20 years could be evaluated.  The Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments (SBCAG) Regional Growth Forecast estimates the future population (2030) of 
Buellton and Solvang to be 6,500 and 6,200 respectively (SBCAG, 2007).  In addition, the 
Chumash reservation is estimated to have a 2030 population of 498 residents (Wyatt, 2008).  
When added to the future estimated Plan Area population of 12,434, the Valley-wide 
population would be approximately 25,632 in 20 years, and this would require approximately 
120.47 acres of parkland to meet the parkland to population standard.   
 
When the proposed parks above are added to the existing and planned facilities within the 
Valley (refer to Tables 4.2-1, 4.2-2 and 4.2-3 above), the total acreage would be 125.93, which is 
more than enough to meet projected future park and recreation demands of the Valley-wide 
population.  It should be noted, that in addition to these facilities within the Valley, the 
County’s 83-acre Nojoqui Falls Park and 275-acre Cachuma Lake Park, are close to the Plan 
Area and utilized by Valley residents.  Other recreational opportunities that are not included in 
this parkland to population ratio are the three private golf courses in Buellton and Solvang, 
which total an additional 159 acres of parkland. 
 
Furthermore, future applicants for residential developments could propose new parklands as 
part of their projects, they also could pay an in-lieu public parks fee in accordance with State 
Quimby Act standards, which would offset incremental increases in demand.  Therefore, the 
Plan’s contribution to park demand impacts would be Class III, less than significant. 
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Mitigation Measures 
 
As discussed in Impact PR-1 above, a number of policies, standards, and actions within the 
proposed Community Plan would seek to augment recreational facilities in the Plan Area and 
Valley-wide and would also encourage continued sharing of facilities among the different 
jurisdictions and governments.  Mitigation Measure PR-1 would further reduce potential 
impacts by ensuring that new facilities are sited in areas of need to reduce the potential for 
over-use and degradation of certain facilities.  No additional mitigation is required. 
 
Significance After Mitigation 
 
With the incorporation of the proposed Community Plan policies and mitigation measure PR-1, 
impacts would be Class III, less than significant. 
 

Impact PR-4 Cumulative Impacts from Proposed Park and Recreation Facilities 

 
The implementation of planned County parks could result in a range of environmental impacts 
depending on the size, location, and type of park facilities.  As noted above in the setting and in 
Impact PR-3, parks and recreational facilities in the Santa Ynez Valley are shared among the 
residents of the unincorporated Plan Area, the Cities of Buellton and Solvang, and the Chumash 
reservation.  
  
The development of additional parks and recreational amenities to meet demands from Valley-
wide growth could result in environmental impacts within the Plan Area.  Physical impacts 
associated with implementation of planned County and shared parks would be addressed and 
mitigated through separate CEQA review on a case-by-case basis.  In addition, the proposed 
Community Plan contains a number of policies that would help ensure that environmental 
impacts from development are avoided; these are discussed above in Impact PR-2.  
Implementation of these policies and development standards would reduce impacts; however, 
impacts on biological, agricultural, or archaeological resources could potentially result from 
construction of new bikeway segments.  As a result, the proposed Community Plan’s 
contribution to cumulative impacts associated with proposed park and recreation facilities 
would be Class II, potentially significant, but mitigable. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
Implementation of proposed Community Plan policies would reduce potential cumulative 
impacts related to the Community Plan’s contribution of proposed park and recreation facilities 
to a less than significant level, with the incorporation of Mitigation Measure PR-2.1, which 
would potential biological, agricultural, or archaeological impacts from proposed Class I 
bikeways to a less than significant level.   
 
Significance After Mitigation 
 
Cumulative impacts from proposed park and recreational facilities would be less than significant 
(Class II) with mitigation. 




