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4.5  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
This section assesses the effects of the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan (Plan) on biological 
resources.  The analysis is based on a site visit to the portions of Plan Area conducted by Dr. 
Susan V. Christopher of Rincon Consultants on February 14, 2008, and a search of background 
information regarding the biological resources known or expected to occur in the region.  The 
search included a query of the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) California 
Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) via the RAREFIND 3.1.0 software (CDFG, 2008a), and 
literature on habitat requirements and distributions of plant and animal species.  Resources 
utilized for site characterization included site aerial photography, U.S. Geological Survey 
topographic maps, and soil survey maps (United States Department of Agriculture, 1983).  
 
4.5.1  Setting 
  

a.  Characterization of the Region.  Santa Barbara County is situated in a 
topographically diverse area containing coastal terraces, rolling foothills, steep mountains, and 
river valleys.  The County is separated into the south coastal area and the northern interior by 
the Santa Ynez Mountains, which are part of the Transverse Mountain range, and are present to 
the south of the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan Area (Plan Area).  The San Rafael 
Mountains occur to the north of the Plan Area.  In northern Santa Barbara County, foothills to 
these mountains include the Purisima, Casmalia, Solomon, and Santa Rita Hills.  The Santa 
Ynez River is located between the Santa Ynez and San Rafael Mountains, and the Santa 
Maria/Sisquoc/Cuyama river system drains the Santa Madre and San Rafael Mountains as well 
as the Caliente and Santa Lucia Ranges in San Luis Obispo County.  Extensive valleys and 
floodplains surround these two major rivers. 
 

b.  Characterization of the Plan Area.  The Plan Area is located in central Santa Barbara 
County, between the Santa Ynez and San Rafael Mountains.  The Purisima Hills extend into the 
central western portion of the Plan Area.  The Plan Area includes the Santa Ynez River on the 
south, north to the Woodstock Ranch and Oak Trails subdivisions, and from the western 
outskirts of the City of Buellton east to the Rancho Estates neighborhood (refer to Figure 2-2).  
The Plan Area encompasses approximately 72 square miles (46,933 acres) and includes three 
unincorporated townships: Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos.  The incorporated cities of 
Buellton and Solvang are not included in the Plan Area.  Approximately 95% of the Plan Area 
occurs north of the Santa Ynez River.   
 
As discussed in Section 3.0, Setting, the proposed Community Plan separates the Plan Area into 
three categories, each of which possess similar characteristics and planning issues: Urban 
Townships, Inner-Rural area, and Rural area.  Urban centers within the Plan Area are generally 
small (approximately 4,600 people in Santa Ynez), and the areas between the urban 
areas/incorporated cities are generally rural residential and agricultural.  Undeveloped land 
supporting natural habitats and additional agricultural lands are present surrounding the 
developed areas.  The primary agricultural land use is livestock pasture.  Irrigated row crops, 
vineyards, grains, hay and alfalfa are the primary crops.  Several existing neighborhoods with 
smaller parcel sizes are scattered within the Inner Rural and Rural Areas, and these areas will 
not be allowed to expand beyond their current boundaries under the Plan. 
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The topography of the Plan Area varies from nearly level in the floodplains to gently rolling 
hills and moderately steep areas.  Elevations range from 280 to 700 feet.  Drainage is generally 
toward the south to the Santa Ynez River.  The soils1 are well drained to moderately well 
drained fine sandy loams, clay loams, and sands.   
 
Plant communities within the Plan Area include valley needlegrass grassland, non-native 
grassland, oak savanna and woodland, riparian forest and scrub, wetlands, buck brush 
chaparral, eucalyptus woodland, and coastal scrub.  These habitats support a variety of 
mammal species, including gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargentus), coyote (Canis latrans), mule deer 
(Odocoileus hemionus), bobcat (Lynx rufus), black bear (Ursus americanus), mountain lion (Felis 
concolor), and Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae).  Common bird species include various 
sparrow species, scrub jay (Aphelocoma corulescens), acorn woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus), 
Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), and California quail (Callipepla californica).  Raptors include 
red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter 
cooperi), white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus) and bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).  Reptiles and 
amphibians found in the Plan Area include the western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis), 
coast horned lizard (Phrynosoma coronatum), gophersnake (Pituophis catenifer), common 
kingsnake (Lampropeltis getula), western rattlesnake (Crotalus oreganus), and Pacific treefrog 
(Hyla regilla).  The Plan Area provides habitat for a number of threatened and endangered 
species including the southern California steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus), California red-
legged frog (Rana draytonii), vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), least Bell’s vireo 
(Vireo bellii pusillus) and southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidomax traillii extimus).  A number 
of special status plant and animal species also occur in the Plan Area, as described in detail 
below. 
 
 c.  Habitat Types.  The natural plant communities or habitat types that occur within the 
Plan Area generally follow those mapped by Watershed Environmental (2002), and are 
described below consistent with current plant community classification systems (Holland, 1986, 
Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf, 1995).  The plant communities include Valley Needlegrass Grassland, 
Non-native Grassland, Coastal Scrub, Buck Brush Chaparral, Oak Woodland and Savanna, 
Eucalyptus Woodland, Wetland, and Riparian (Figure 4.5-1).  Other habitat types include 
agriculture, ruderal, and developed areas.   
 

Valley Needlegrass Grassland.  Valley Needlegrass Grassland as described by Holland 
(1986) is characterized by perennial tussock-forming grasses dominated by purple needlegrass 
(Nassella pulchra).  According to Santa Barbara County (2003), impacts to Native Grassland 
habitats may be considered significant if the grasslands contain at least 10% relative cover by 
native grassland species and the area is greater than 0.25 acres.  Other species observed in the 
Plan Area within this community include small-flowered needlegrass (Nassella lepida), other 
native grasses (Leymus triticoides, Vulpia microstachys), and other herbaceous species.  Sawyer 
and Keeler-Wolf (1995) describe this community as the Purple Needlegrass series.  Valley 
Needlegrass Grassland is listed by the California Department of Fish and Game as a special 
status Natural Community.  Native grasslands are considered sensitive by the County of Santa 
Barbara (2003; Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual).

                                                 
1 Soils and Plan Area geology are described in further detail in Section 4.10 Seismic, Soil and Landslide Hazards, 
and Section 4.15 Agricultural Resources.   
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Native perennial grasses form sparse to densely spaced tussocks, hence the common name 
“bunchgrass”.  Most native bunchgrasses have been displaced throughout California by 
European annual grass species (Non-native Grassland, described below), which often grow 
among the native grass tussocks.  Native perennial grass species are present in the Plan Area in 
areas with minimal disturbance, such as between fence lines and roadways and along 
drainages.  Valley Needlegrass Grassland also occurs as understory species in Coastal Scrub 
and Oak Woodland and Savanna communities.   
 
Valley Needlegrass Grasslands provide foraging and/or breeding habitat and movement 
corridors for wildlife species in the area.  Mammals including mountain lion, bobcat, coyote, 
mule deer, Botta’s pocket gopher, American badger (Taxidea taxus), and California ground 
squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyi) occur within this habitat type.  Several of these species, such as 
the American badger, California ground squirrel, Botta’s pocket gopher, and deer mice 
(Peromyscus spp.), are known to breed within this habitat type.  Birds including raptors (“birds 
of prey”) such as golden eagle, red-tailed hawk, and American kestrel (Falco sparverius), along 
with other common bird species such as western kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis), western 
meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta), lark sparrow (Chondestes grammacus), yellow-billed magpie 
(Pica nuttalli), black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans), Brewer’s blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus), 
and goldfinches (Carduelis spp.) rely on open expanses of grasslands for foraging habitat and 
are common in the Valley area.  Grasslands that are bordered by habitats containing trees are 
particularly important for raptors because the birds can use the large trees as nesting, roosting, 
and as observation points to locate potential prey within nearby grassland habitats.  Reptiles 
and amphibians common to Valley Needlegrass Grasslands include the Coast Range fence 
lizard, California alligator lizard (Elgaria multicarinatus multicarinatus), San Diego gophersnake, 
California kingsnake, ring-necked snake (Diadophis punctatus), and coast gartersnake 
(Thamnophis elegans terrestris).  In addition, in areas within the Plan Area where Valley 
Needlegrass Grasslands surrounds creeks, wetlands, and seasonal pools, amphibians including 
the California red-legged frog, western toad (Bufo boreas), Pacific treefrog and reptiles including 
the southern Pacific pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata pallida) and two-striped garter snake 
(Thamnophis hammondii) are present. 
 
There are 46 acres of Valley Needlegrass Grassland mapped in the Inner-Rural area (Watershed 
Environmental, 2002).  Although known to occur within the rural areas, habitat acreages for this 
habitat type were not available for this document. 
 
 Non-native Grassland.  The Non-native Grassland habitat type within the Plan Area, as 
described by Holland (1986), corresponds to the California Annual Grassland series as 
described by Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995).  This habitat type is found throughout the valleys 
and foothills of California below 3,000 feet in elevation.  Although annual grasses are the 
dominant species, native annual forbs often represent the greatest species diversity.  This 
community is often found on gravelly to deep, fine-grained soils that are well suited for annual 
growth.  Non-native Grassland occurs throughout most areas within the Plan Area, including 
grazed irrigated and non-irrigated pastures and other equestrian areas.  Non-irrigated pastures 
are comprised mainly of annual species that are described below.  Irrigated pastures generally 
have been planted with perennial species that are suitable as browse for livestock.  Non-native 
Grassland also forms the understory of many of the Oak Woodland and Savanna habitats.   
 



Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan EIR 
Section 4.5  Biological Resources 
 
 

County of Santa Barbara 
4.5-5 

Non-native Grassland is comprised primarily of non-native short to tall annual grasses and 
native and non-native broad-leafed forbs.  Dominant grasses include soft chess (Bromus 
hordeaceous), ripgut grass (Bromus diandrus), slender wild oat (Avena barbata), Italian ryegrass 
(Lolium multiflorum), and rat-tail fescue (Vulpia myuros).  Dominant forbs usually include red-
stem filaree (Erodium cicutarium), Italian thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus), and tocalote (Centaurea 
melitensis).  Native flowering herbs include the California milkweed (Asclepias californica), turkey 
mullein (Eremocarpus setigerus), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), and yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium).  A few scattered coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), blue oak (Quercus douglasii) and 
valley oak (Quercus lobata) trees can also be found within this habitat type, and at higher 
densities of trees the habitat type would be considered an oak savanna.   
 
Although Non-native Grassland is comprised mainly of non-native plant species, it is an 
important habitat for many native animal species.  The animal species described under the 
Native Perennial Grassland habitat type also occur in Non-native Grasslands. 
 
Non-native Grassland occupies 3,611 acres in the Urban and Inner-Rural areas (Watershed 
Environmental, 2002).  Note that this probably underestimates the actual number of acres of this 
plant community because during site reconnaissance it was observed that substantial areas that 
were mapped by Watershed Environmental (2002) as agriculture were equestrian areas that 
were vegetated by Non-native Grassland.  It is not known if this is due to land use changes 
within the period between the two studies or differing definitions of plant community types. 
 

Coastal Scrub.  The Coastal Scrub plant community within the Plan Area corresponds to 
two community types as described by Holland (1986).  Central (Lucian) Coastal Scrub within 
the Plan Area is dominated by coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), and Venturan Coastal Sage 
Scrub is dominated by purple sage (Salvia leucophylla) and California sagebrush (Artemisia 
californica).  This community corresponds to the California sagebrush series described by 
Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995).  Central (Lucian) Coastal Scrub is distributed from Monterey to 
Point Conception, occurs primarily below 2,000 feet on the ocean side of the Santa Lucia Range.  
Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub is distributed south of Point Conception to Baja California in the 
South Coast Ranges and within the interior valleys and foothills of the Transverse and 
Peninsular Mountain Ranges.  These two coastal scrub communities intergrade with Northern 
Mixed Chaparral (described below) in southern San Luis Obispo and northern Santa Barbara 
counties.  Coastal scrub communities are adapted to drier south-facing slopes and terraces 
along the coastal zone of California and northern Baja California.  Vegetation in this habitat type 
is composed primarily of soft-leaved deciduous shrubs three to six feet tall that occur on rocky 
or sandy, nutrient poor soils.  Within the Plan Area, Coastal Scrub occurs as an understory 
within and surrounding Coast Live Oak Woodland, on hillsides adjacent to streams, between 
roadways and fence lines, and on slopes particularly in the northeastern portion of the Plan 
Area.  Central (Lucian) Coastal Scrub is more common throughout the middle and western 
portions of the Plan Area, and Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub occurs within the northeastern 
portion of the Plan Area.  In the northeastern part of the Plan Area, this community also 
contains black sage (Salvia mellifera), poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum), our lord’s candle 
(Yucca whipplei) and intergrades with Buck Brush Chaparral. 

 
Coastal Scrub provides foraging or breeding habitat and movement corridors for several 
wildlife species in the area.  Mammals including bobcat, coyote, mule deer, and big-eared 
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woodrat (Neotoma macrotis), California mouse (Peromyscus californica), and brush rabbit 
(Sylvilagus bachmani) have been observed foraging within this habitat.  It is likely that the big-
eared woodrat, brush rabbit, and deer mice also breed within this habitat.  Common birds 
including California thrasher (Toxostoma redivivum), blue-gray gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea), 
and Bewick’s wren (Thryomanes bewickii) rely on the dense foliage for foraging and breeding 
habitat and are common on-site.  Reptiles common to coastal scrub that have been observed on-
site include Coast Range fence lizard, California alligator lizard, San Diego gophersnake, 
common kingsnake, and western rattlesnake.  The small areas of on-site Central (Lucian) 
Coastal Scrub are considered to be of high habitat quality due to their relatively undisturbed 
nature and connectivity with several other native habitat types.   

 
There are 471 acres of Coastal Scrub mapped in the Urban and Inner-Rural areas (Watershed 
Environmental, 2002).   
 

Buck Brush Chaparral.  Buck Brush Chaparral, as described by Holland (1986), 
corresponds to the Deerbrush or Chamise-Black Sage series described by Sawyer and Keeler-
Wolf (1995).  Buck Brush Chaparral intergrades with Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub in the 
northeastern portion of the Plan Area.  The dominant species characteristic of this plant 
community was wedgeleaf ceanothus (Ceanothus cuneatus).  It is likely that this community was 
more diverse and well established within mountainous areas just outside of the Plan Area to the 
northeast.   

 
Buck Brush Chaparral is widely distributed from southwestern Oregon to northern Baja 
California.  It occurs on dry slopes and alluvial fans below 6,000 feet.  This community typically 
also contains chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), and poison oak.  
Buck Brush Chaparral in the Plan Area provides cover and nesting for a variety of animals such 
as the Coast Range fence lizard, southern Pacific rattlesnake, California whipsnake (Masticophis 
lateralis), blue-gray gnatcatcher, wrentit (Chamae fasciata), California quail, greater roadrunner 
(Geococcyx californianus), deer mouse, and gray fox. 
 
This community was not recorded in the Urban and Inner-Rural areas (Watershed 
Environmental, 2002), but was observed within the Rural Area in the eastern part of the Plan 
Area during the reconnaissance survey. 
 

Oak Woodlands and Savannas.  The oak habitats in the Plan Area vary from open 
Savanna habitats with a grassland understory to closed canopy Woodlands dominated by blue 
oak, valley oak and coast live oak.  Therefore, along the continuum of increasing oak density, 
habitats may have been mapped as Non-native Grassland (with oaks comprising less than 1% of 
cover), oak savanna (1% to 24% cover by oaks), or oak woodland (25% or greater cover by oaks).  
Stands could either be a mixture of oak species or represented by a single oak species.  Oak 
Woodlands are considered sensitive by the County of Santa Barbara, as described in Section 
4.5.2 Impact Analysis. 

 
Species composition in the understory of oak woodland habitat types varies depending upon 
local conditions such as moisture availability and soil type, in addition to the historical use of 
the land for agricultural practices such as grazing.  The majority of the oak woodland 
understory in the Plan Area is composed of native perennial and non-native annual grasses and 
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forbs characteristic of Non-native Grassland habitats.  Some areas have Coastal Scrub in the 
understory.  
 
Oak woodlands are inhabited by a large variety of animal species.  Oaks provide nesting and 
roosting sites and cover for birds, bats, and many other mammals.  Oak habitats offer shade in 
summer, shelter in winter, and provide food storage sites.  Many bird species use dead and 
decaying oak trees as perches from which to search for prey and as resting spots.  Decaying 
trees also contribute woody debris to the duff, which provides foraging areas for small 
mammals and microclimates suitable for amphibians, reptiles, and fungi.  Acorns produced by 
oak trees are a valuable food source for many animal species, including acorn woodpecker, 
scrub jay, western gray squirrel (Sciurus griseus), and mule deer.  Other bird species that 
frequent oak woodlands include American kestrel, red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus), 
Cooper’s hawk, spotted towhee (Pipilo maculates), Bewick’s wren, western bluebird (Sialia 
mexicana), bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), California towhee (Pipilo crissalis), dark-eyed junco 
(Junco hyemalis), oak titmouse (Baeolophus inornatus), wrentit, western wood pewee (Contopus 
sordidulus), and California quail.  Mammals expected to occur in oak woodland habitats include 
mule deer, coyote, California ground squirrel, desert cottontail (Sylvilagus auduboni), Botta’s 
pocket gopher, big-eared woodrat, raccoon (Procyon lotor), Virginia opossum (Didelphis 
virginianus) and deer mice.  Mountain lion and bobcat also utilize oak woodlands for foraging 
and movements.  Other representative animal species of oak woodlands that occur on-site 
include arboreal salamander (Aneides lugubris), black-bellied slender salamander (Batrachoseps 
nigriventris), western skink (Eumeces skiltonianus), and common kingsnake.  Descriptions of the 
oak woodland habitat types within the Plan Area are listed below. 
 
 Coast Live Oak Woodland.  The coast live oak is the dominant tree in this woodland, and 
in the Santa Ynez Valley, this community may also contain a few scattered valley oaks and bay 
trees.  Canopy cover of 25 to 60% is present in woodland habitats.  Common understory species 
include non-native grasses, red-stem filaree, black mustard, (Brassica nigra) and wild radish 
(Raphanus raphanistrum). Coast live oak woodland occurs primarily on north-facing slopes, but 
trees may also be interspersed with valley or blue oaks on more level terrain.  There are 1,126 
acres of coast live oak woodland mapped in the Urban and Inner-rural areas (Watershed 
Environmental, 2002).  
 
 Valley Oak Savanna and Woodland.  The characteristic species of this habitat is the valley 
oak with an understory of Non-native Grassland in disturbed or grazed areas and occasionally 
Valley Needlegrass Grassland in less disturbed areas. This community may also contain 
scattered coast live oaks and blue oaks.  Valley oaks occur at elevations below 2,000 feet in 
valley bottoms on deep, well-drained alluvial soils. Contrasting with the evergreen coast live 
oak, valley oaks are winter-deciduous.  They attain a height of 100 feet or more and are 
California’s largest broad-leaf tree.  Valley oak savannas have 1 to 24% canopy cover and 
woodland habitats have greater than 24% canopy cover (Watershed Environmental, 2002).  
Valley oak woodland is most likely to occur in the vicinity of drainages and rivers and usually 
has a mixture of coast live oak trees.  Valley oak savanna habitat, although highly fragmented in 
the Urban and Inner-Rural areas, was mapped to be 4,189 acres.  No valley oak woodland 
(>24%) was found in the Urban and Inner-Rural area; however, it could exist elsewhere outside 
of the boundary within the Plan Area.  
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In the Urban and Inner-rural area there is one known stand of Valley Oak Savanna with native 
Valley Needlegrass Grassland understory.  In other areas, other native grass species may be 
present (e.g., Vulpia microstachys).  This particular co-occurrence of valley oaks and native 
grasses is relatively rare and probably represents the historic association of these two plant 
communities.  Forty-three acres have been mapped in the Urban and Inner-Rural area 
(Watershed Environmental, 2002).  This community might exist in other locations. 
 
 Blue Oak Woodland.  Blue Oak Woodlands reach the southernmost extent of their range in 
the Santa Ynez Valley.  Blue oaks are deciduous and generally smaller in size than valley oaks.  
The understory is generally Non-native grassland or Coastal Scrub.  Outside the Plan Area, blue 
oaks primarily occur on the west slopes of Figueroa Mountain and around the Cachuma Lake–
Paradise Road area.  No blue oak woodlands were found to occur within the Urban and Inner-
rural Area based on available information (Watershed Environmental, 2002).  
 
 Eucalyptus Woodland.  Eucalyptus Woodland is not a natural plant community in 
California and is not described in Holland (1986).  The eucalyptus woodland habitat type most 
closely corresponds to Eucalyptus Series in Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995).  The Eucalyptus 
Woodland habitat type has lower species diversity than most other habitats and often occurs as 
a monoculture of tall, dense eucalyptus trees with dense tree litter (i.e., branches, bark, and 
leaves).  The closed canopy and dense tree litter reduces sunlight to the soil surface, thereby 
reducing understory shrub and herb growth.  In addition, allelopathic (growth inhibiting) 
chemicals leached from tree litter during precipitation further inhibit growth of other plants 
species.  Eucalyptus are often planted as windbreaks.  Eucalyptus Woodland provides suitable 
nesting and foraging habitat for various birds listed in other habitat type descriptions, and in 
certain specific locales contain turkey vulture and heron roosts.  Eucalyptus Woodland in the 
Plan Area was mostly restricted to developed areas within the Urban and Inner-rural area, and 
was observed mainly in relatively small stands or as windbreaks.  This habitat type was not 
mapped by Watershed Environmental (2002). 
 
 Wetlands.  The term wetlands includes several types of habitats that vary based upon 
hydrology, and each of these habitats contain plant species that are adapted to saturated soil 
conditions that are present for at least part of the year.  This category includes seasonal pools 
that hold rainwater for a few weeks to a few months; areas surrounding intermittent streams or 
seeps; marshes that can occur within river floodplains or riverbeds; and emergent wetland plant 
species that can occur in agricultural ponds.  These habitats correspond to Coastal and Valley 
Freshwater Marsh as described by Holland (1986) and the Bulrush-Cattail Series or the Sedge 
Series described by Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995).  Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh is 
characterized by the presence of emergent monocots up to 5 meters tall.  Species include 
bulrushes (Scirpus acutus, S. americanus, and S. californicus), cattails (Typha latifolia), and sedges 
(Carex spp.).  Seasonal pools are wetland habitats that contain standing water on an ephemeral 
basis.  In some cases, seasonal pools contain emergent wetland vegetation.  However, seasonal 
pools with shorter hydroperiods may contain few emergent wetland plant species and may be 
classified as vernal pools.  Vegetation in these pools may be sparse and consist mainly of 
upland plant species or specialized vernal pool species.  Puddles that form in road ruts or other 
anthropogenic areas can be considered seasonal pools.  These areas are important biologically 
because they can contain threatened and endangered species, such as vernal pool fairy shrimp, 
and provide habitat for a variety of aquatic invertebrates.  Pacific treefrogs, California toads, 
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and western spadefoot can breed in seasonal pools.  Bird and mammal species can use these 
areas as a water source.  Seasonal pools and wetland areas surrounding intermittent streams 
have emergent wetland vegetation such as Mexican rush (Juncus mexicanus), common spikerush 
(Eleocharis macrostachya), curly dock (Rumex crispus), toad rush (Juncus bufonius), rabbitfoot grass 
(Polypogon monspeliensis), and hyssop loosestrife (Lythrum hyssopifolium).  Southern Vernal Pool 
is a type of seasonal wetland that is listed as a special status plant community by the CNDDB as 
occurring in the eastern portion of the Plan Area.  Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh is listed 
as a special status plant community by the CNDDB.  All types of wetlands, including “one-
parameter wetlands” (i.e., those that contain only one of three potential wetland indicators), are 
protected by the County of Santa Barbara. 
 
No wetlands were mapped by Watershed Environmental (2002) within the Urban and Inner 
Rural Area, but some of the 17 acres of agricultural ponds may have wetland habitat.  Coastal 
and Valley Freshwater Marsh was observed during the site visit in alternate channels of the 
Santa Ynez River.  Seasonal pools were observed scattered throughout the Plan Area.  
Ephemeral drainages that are tributaries to the Santa Ynez River may contain wetland habitat. 
 
All naturally occurring wetlands are considered to be significant biological resources because 
they provide a high number of functions in a generally dry, arid region, and because of their 
extreme rarity within the region. Wetlands provide food, cover for protection against predators, 
and breeding habitat for organisms including invertebrate larvae, and amphibians.  Aquatic 
invertebrates expected to occur in wetland habitats include seed shrimp (Class Ostracoda), 
freshwater snails (Class Gastropoda), and water boatmen (Family Corixidae).  Pacific treefrog, 
California toad, California red-legged frog, and southern Pacific pond turtle, mallard duck (Ana 
platyrhynchos), American coot (Fulica americana), red-winged blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus), and 
black phoebe are expected to use these habitats.  Mammals use these habitats for a drinking 
water source, and some species such as raccoons may forage in wetlands. 
 

Riparian.  The Riparian habitat type within the Plan Area most closely corresponds to 
the Central Coast Cottonwood-Sycamore Riparian Forest, Southern Cottonwood-Willow 
Riparian Forest, Central Coast Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest, Central Coast Live Oak Riparian 
Forest, South Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest, Central Coast Riparian Scrub, Southern Willow 
Scrub, and Mule Fat Scrub as described by Holland (1986) and the Fremont Cottonwood Series, 
Red Willow Series, and Arroyo Willow Series as described by Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995).  
Mature riparian vegetation occurs in a wide band along the Santa Ynez River and the middle 
and lower portions of its tributaries (i.e., Zanja de Cota Creek, Santa Agueda Creek, Alamo 
Pintado Creek, Ballard Canyon, Zaca Creek, Nojoqui Creek, and Quiota Creek).  Riparian 
habitat is generally characterized by Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii), red willow (Salix 
laevigata), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), coast live oak, 
valley oak, and mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia).  Understory vegetation in this habitat type is an 
herbaceous cover of forbs, broadleaved, and emergent wetland plant species such as California 
mugwort (Artemisia douglasiana), California wild rose (Rosa californica), poison oak, California 
blackberry (Rubus ursinus), California man-root (Marah fabaceus), and non-native plants such as 
periwinkle (Vinca major) and nasturtium (Tropaeolum majus).  
 
The CNDDB lists many of these riparian habitat types as plant communities of special concern 
following the community designations provided by Holland (1986), as detailed below.  
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Distinctions between the Holland types are imprecise in the Santa Ynez Valley area due to being 
an ecotone between Central Coast and southern California biogeographical regions.  All types 
of riparian habitats are protected by California Fish and Game Code and the County of Santa 
Barbara, and individual native trees are also protected by the County (see Section 4.5.2 Impact 
Analysis). 
 
Central Coast Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest is listed as a plant community of special concern by 
the CNDDB.  This community is a dense riparian forest of arroyo willows growing to tree-like 
shrub stature.  Red willow, white alder (Alnus rhombifolia) and California wax myrtle (Myrica 
californica) may also be present.  This community occurs along the coast from Monterey to Santa 
Barbara. 
 
Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest is listed as a plant community of special concern by the 
CNDDB.  It is similar to and possibly indistinguishable from Central Coast Live Oak Riparian 
Forest, with the former occurring south of Point Conception and the latter occurring north of 
Point Conception (Holland, 1986).  While the Santa Ynez Valley is north of Point Conception, 
the CNDDB lists two occurrences of Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest as occurring in 
the Santa Ynez Valley.  However, these records are listed as being based upon an interpretation 
of aerial photographs in the 1980s that apparently have not been field checked.  This community 
is similar to Coast Live Oak Woodland, and occurs in the drier areas along streams in 
comparison to Central Coast Cottonwood-Sycamore Riparian Forest and Central Coast Arroyo 
Willow Riparian Forest.  Dominant species are coast live oak, toyon, pink honeysuckle (Lonicera 
hispidula), wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpus), California wild rose (Rosa californica), California 
blackberry (Rubus ursinus), and Mexican elderberry (Sambucus mexicana). 
 
Similarly, Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest is listed as a plant community of special 
concern by the CNDDB, but may be indistinguishable from Central Coast Cottonwood-Sycamore 
Riparian Forest (Holland, 1986).  This community is an open, broadleaved, and winter-
deciduous.  It is dominated by Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii), black cottonwood (P. 
trichocarpa), and several species of willows and herbs in the understory.   
 
Southern Willow Scrub is listed as a plant community of special concern by the CNDDB, and 
occurs along major rivers of coastal southern California.  It is similar to Central Coast Riparian 
Scrub, which occurs along perennial and intermittent streams from the Bay Area to Point 
Conception (Holland, 1986).  This community is a scrubby thicket dominated by several willow 
species.  Southern Willow Scrub contains scattered cottonwoods and sycamores, whereas 
Central Coast Riparian Scrub contains an understory of coyote brush. 

 
Riparian communities are important for many wildlife species since the abundance of moisture 
and associated vegetation provide structure, materials, and food sources for nesting and 
roosting animals.  Many species forage within the understory and use riparian habitat as cover 
and as a corridor for movement along the edges of open areas.  Common inhabitants of riparian 
woodland habitats include amphibians and reptiles such as the Pacific treefrog and Coast Range 
fence lizard, and mammals such as raccoon, opossum, striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), big-
eared woodrat, desert cottontail, and shrews (Sorex spp.)  Riparian woodland habitat also 
supports a diverse number of resident and migratory bird species including raptors, house 
wren (Troglodytes aedon), ruby-crowned kinglet (Regulus calendula), warbling vireo (Vireo gilvus), 
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Wilson’s warbler (Wilsonia pusilla), common yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas), black phoebe, 
goldfinches, and turkey vulture (Cathartes aura).  Riparian habitats preserve water quality by 
filtering sediment and some pollutants from runoff before it enters streams.  These areas also 
protect stream banks from erosion and shade water, keeping it cool.  Natural drainage features 
supporting the riparian habitats are discussed below in Section d. Natural Drainages. 
 
In total, 387 acres of riparian habitat was mapped in the Urban and Inner-Rural Areas 
(Watershed Environmental, 2002).  
 

 Agriculture.  Agricultural areas in the Plan Area consist of row crops, orchards, 
vineyards, grains, hay and alfalfa.  Mapping performed by Watershed Environmental (2002) 
also included equestrian pastures (irrigated and non-irrigated) and paddocks as agriculture in 
cases where these areas were vegetated by Non-native Grassland.  However, for the purposes of 
this document, equestrian areas that are vegetated by Non-native Grassland are considered as 
such, and agricultural land is considered to be areas under current cultivation.  Developed 
agricultural support areas such as equipment storage yards, outbuildings, farm roads, and 
fallow fields are considered to be Ruderal (described below).  Agriculture is not described by 
Holland (1986) or Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995) since it is not a native plant community, 
although it is considered a wildlife habitat under the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships 
(CDFG, California Interagency Wildlife Task Group, version 8.1).  The vineyards in the Plan 
Area consist of intensively maintained wine grape vines that are actively managed, regularly 
irrigated, and have few native plant species.  Vineyard and row crop maintenance eliminates 
the ability for many native plants to survive in the area, and provides suitable areas for plants 
highly adapted to frequent disturbance, primarily consisting of ruderal species such as bromes, 
wild radish, and mustard.  
 
Agricultural areas often support a low to moderate diversity of small mammal and bird species 
adapted to frequent disturbance and sparse cover.  Species commonly observed in agricultural 
areas include mourning doves (Zenaida macroura), European starlings (Sturnus vulgaris), 
northern mockingbirds (Mimus polyglottos), white-tailed kites, desert cottontails, and California 
ground squirrels.  Agricultural land was recorded as occurring on 4,873 acres within the Urban 
and Inner-rural Area (Watershed Environmental, 2002).  As noted above, substantial areas were 
mapped as agriculture that are currently equestrian areas vegetated by Non-native Grassland. 
 
 Ruderal.  Ruderal habitat occurs in areas that are regularly disturbed by human 
activities.  Since this is not a native habitat, it is not described by Holland (1986) or Sawyer and 
Keeler-Wolf (1995).  Non-native species such as black mustard (Brassica nigra), filaree (Erodium 
spp.), fennel (Foeniculum vulgare) and non-native grasses are the dominant species.  Vegetative 
cover is generally low due to disturbance, and there is a high percentage of bare soil.  Ruderal 
areas provide poor habitat for animal species; however, these areas can be used during 
dispersal and for movement during foraging in adjacent habitats.  Within the Plan Area, ruderal 
habitat occurs within and adjacent to farm roads and other developed areas, as well as other 
consistently disturbed areas such as paddocks where grazing intensity is high.  Acreage for 
Ruderal habitat is not available, but 33 acres of barren land was recorded in the Urban and 
Inner-rural Area by Watershed Environmental (2002). 
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 Developed.  Developed areas include urban centers, residential areas, barns, roadways, 
and any intensively landscaped areas.  Urban areas were reported by Watershed Environmental 
(2002) as occurring on 3,823 acres within the Urban and Inner-rural Areas.  Within the Plan 
Area, vegetation within developed areas consists primarily of ornamental species such as 
Peruvian pepper tree (Schinus molle), palm trees, Monterey pine (Pinus radiata), and cypress 
(Cupressus sp.).  Developed habitats areas are utilized by species adapted to human occupation 
such as rodents, Coast Range fence lizards, house finches (Carpodacus mexicanus), and northern 
mockingbirds (Mimus polyglottos). 
 
 d.  Natural Drainages.  The following descriptions include each of the named streams 
and rivers within the Plan Area. 
 
 Santa Ynez River.  The Santa Ynez River is one of the largest rivers in the central coast of 
California.  It is 75 miles long, and originates in the north slope of the Santa Ynez Mountain and 
the south slope of the San Rafael Mountains.  It flows from east to west through the Santa Ynez 
Valley and empties into the Pacific Ocean at Surf, near the city of Lompoc.  The Santa Ynez 
River passes through the southern edge of the Plan Area.  Three reservoirs occur upstream from 
the Plan Area:  Lake Cachuma, Gibraltar Reservoir, and Jameson Lake.  The Santa Ynez River is 
a major water source for the cities on the south coast of Santa Barbara County, the Santa Ynez 
Valley and the City of Lompoc.  Since flows are regulated by the reservoirs, portions of the river 
within the Plan Area usually dry in the summer, although releases to maintain fish habitat may 
be required within particular time periods.  Some pools may contain year-round water due to 
subsurface flow.  The riverbed contains alternate channels that are vegetated by Coastal and 
Valley Freshwater Marsh.  Vegetation within the floodplain consists of Coast Live Oak Riparian 
Forest, Central Coast Cottonwood-Sycamore Riparian Forest, Central Coast Arroyo Willow 
Riparian Forest, and Central Coast Riparian Scrub.  The river’s aquatic and riparian habitat is 
utilized by a large number of wildlife species, including special status species, and it is a major 
wildlife corridor for dispersal and migration.  Special status species known to occur within the 
Santa Ynez River and its floodplain include the southern California steelhead, southwestern 
willow flycatcher, least Bell’s vireo, California red-legged frog and southern Pacific pond turtle.  
The river performs important hydrologic functions including transport of nutrients and 
sediment to wetlands and estuaries, flood flow conveyance, surface and subsurface water 
storage, groundwater recharge, and nutrient removal through plant uptake.  Riparian 
vegetation mapping of the Santa Ynez River has been performed by Woodward Clyde 
Consultants (1995). 
 
 Santa Agueda Creek.  Santa Agueda Creek originates in the south slope of the San Rafael 
Mountains, and is joined by Happy Canyon before emptying into the Santa Ynez River 
approximately 3.0 miles downstream of Bradbury Dam.  Two small portions of Santa Agueda 
Creek occur within the Plan Area:  near the Hwy. 154 crossing of the Santa Ynez River and near 
Baseline Avenue.  A major unnamed tributary to Santa Agueda Creek also occurs within the 
eastern portion of the Plan Area.  Just upstream of the confluence with the Santa Ynez River, 
Santa Agueda Creek had mature western sycamores and scattered mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia) 
shrubs in the drainage bottom, and Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest with an understory of 
Coastal Scrub on the slopes.  The USGS Santa Ynez 7.5’ quadrangle shows this stream as having 
perennial flows, but it is not listed by the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(CCRWQCB, 1994) as an inland surface water. 
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 Zanja de Cota Creek.  Zanja de Cota Creek is contained entirely within the Plan Area.  It 
has its headwaters northeast of Hwy. 154 and empties into the Santa Ynez River south of the 
community of Santa Ynez.  An impoundment is present near the confluence with the Santa 
Ynez River.  Mapping by Watershed Environmental shows a band of riparian vegetation south 
of the community of Santa Ynez and near Hwy. 154.  The USGS Santa Ynez 7.5’ quadrangle 
indicates that this stream has intermittent flows, but it is not listed by the CCRWQCB (1994) as 
an inland surface water. 
 
 Alamo Pintado Creek.  The headwaters of Alamo Pintado Creek are the south and west 
slopes of Figueroa Mountain, Zaca Peak, and Lookout Mountain.  The creek runs through the 
communities of Los Olivos, Ballard, and Solvang, and empties into the Santa Ynez River within 
the River Course at Alisal golf course.  Development on the banks of this stream has resulted in 
modifications of the stream channel and the introduction of non-native plant species in some 
areas, particularly near Ballard.  Mature riparian vegetation exists in the portion that runs 
parallel to Hwy. 246, and extends downstream to the confluence of the Santa Ynez River.  
Riparian vegetation is also well established within and south of Los Olivos.  Flows in this 
stream are perennial, and it is listed by the CCRWQCB (1994) as having Warm Fresh Water 
Habitat.  This designation indicates uses of water that support warm water ecosystems 
including preservation or enhancement of aquatic habitats, vegetation, fish, invertebrates, or 
other wildlife. 
 
 Adobe Canyon.  Adobe Canyon is contained entirely within the Plan Area, and passes 
through the city of Solvang before emptying into the Santa Ynez River.  Based upon aerial 
photography, it appears to be dominated by Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest in the middle and 
lower portions.  The USGS Solvang 7.5’ quadrangle shows this stream as being perennial in the 
lower reaches, but it is not listed by the CCRWQCB (1994) as an inland surface water. 
 
 Ballard Canyon.  Ballard Canyon is contained entirely within the Plan Area and 
originates west of the community of Los Olivos, joining the Santa Ynez River midway between 
Buellton and Solvang.  The stream appears to be greatly modified in the vicinity of Hwy. 246 
due to agriculture.  Upstream from this area, Watershed Environmental (2002) shows a band of 
riparian vegetation and Coast Live Oak Woodland surrounding the stream channel.  The USGS 
Solvang 7.5’ quadrangle shows this stream as being perennial in the lower reaches, but it is not 
listed by the CCRWQCB (1994) as an inland surface water..  Southern California steelhead may 
occupy this stream. 
 
 Cable Canyon.  Cable Canyon originates in the Purisima Hills and joins the Santa Ynez 
River in Buellton just east of Hwy. 101.  Portions of the stream through Buellton appear from 
aerial photography to be channelized.  Upstream from Buellton, vegetation appears to be Coast 
Live Oak Woodland and Coastal Scrub.  The USGS Solvang 7.5’ quadrangle shows this stream 
as being perennial in the lower reaches, however, it appears to be intermittent and it is not listed 
by the CCRWQCB (1994) as an inland surface water. 
 
 Zaca Creek.  Zaca Creek originates in the south slope of the San Rafael Mountains west 
of Zaca Lake and Lookout Mountain.  It runs parallel to Hwy. 101, crossing under it several 
times, and empties into the Santa Ynez River in the city of Buellton.  This stream does not 
appear to be heavily modified within the city of Buellton based upon aerial photography.  
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Upstream from Buellton, the channel is vegetated by Mule Fat Scrub and Central Coast Riparian 
Scrub.  Near the intersection of Hwy. 101 and Hwy. 154, Central Coast Riparian Scrub and large 
western sycamores are present in the channel.  This stream is perennial, and it is listed by the 
CCRWQCB (1994) as a Warm Fresh Water Habitat as well as a Cold Fresh Water Habitat.  The 
Cold Fresh Water designation indicates Uses of water that support cold water ecosystems 
including preservation or enhancement of aquatic habitats, vegetation, invertebrates, fish or 
other wildlife.  Southern California steelhead may occupy this stream. 
 
 Alisal Creek.  Alisal Creek originates in the north slope of the Santa Ynez Mountains 
and empties into the Santa Ynez River within the city of Solvang.  Alisal Lake is a reservoir on 
the drainage.  Only a small portion of Alisal Creek occurs within the Plan Area boundaries, and 
since this portion is entirely within the city of Solvang, it is technically not within the Plan Area.  
Southern California steelhead are known to occupy this stream. 
 
 Nojoqui Creek.  Nojoqui Creek originates in the north slope of the Santa Ynez 
Mountains, follows Hwy. 101 crossing under it several times, and empties into the Santa Ynez 
River in the city of Buellton.  This stream is known for Nojoqui Falls in Nojoqui Falls County 
Park.  Within the Plan Area, Nojoqui Creek parallels Hwy. 101.  The stream appears to be 
channelized through the agricultural fields within the Santa Ynez River floodplain.  Vegetation 
along the creek throughout the rest of the Plan Area appears to be Riparian Scrub and Coastal 
Scrub.  Flows are perennial in years with at least normal amounts of precipitation.  It is listed by 
the CCRWQCB (1994) as being both a Warm and Cold Fresh Water Habitat. 
 
 De La Questa Canyon.  De la Questa Canyon originates in the north slope of the Santa 
Ynez Mountains and flows into the Santa Ynez River south of the city of Buellton.  Only a short 
portion of the lower reaches of the creek occur within the Plan Area.  Portions of this stream 
within the Santa Ynez River floodplain appear to be greatly modified, and a channel is not 
evident on aerial photography.  South of Santa Rosa Road, the channel is sparsely vegetated by 
Coast Live Oak Woodland or Riparian Forest and Coastal Scrub.  Flows appear to be 
intermittent, and it is not listed by the CCRWQCB (1994) as an inland surface water. 
 

e.  Regulatory Setting.  Federal, state, and local authorities under a variety of statutes 
and guidelines share regulatory authority over biological resources.  The primary authority for 
general biological resources lies within the land use control and planning authority of local 
jurisdictions, which in this instance is the County of Santa Barbara (County).  The California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) is a trustee agency for biological resources throughout 
the state under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and also has direct 
jurisdiction under the California Fish and Game Code (Code) for resources protected by the 
State of California under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA).  Under the state and 
federal Endangered Species Acts, the CDFG and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) have direct regulatory authority over species formally listed as threatened, 
endangered or candidates for listing.  The CDFG lists special status plant communities and 
habitats within the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), and they designate plant 
and animal species of special concern.  CDFG also has authority over species designated as fully 
protected.  Local jurisdictions often have an additional list of locally rare species.  Section 3503 
of the Code prohibits the take, possession, or destruction of birds, their nests, or eggs.  
Additionally, Section 3503.5 of the Code protects birds of prey, their nests and eggs against take, 
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possession, or destruction.  Potential nesting sites for raptors and most other bird species are 
also protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The Code and the MBTA require 
that active nests be avoided during construction projects.  The California Native Plant Society 
provides listing categories for rare plant species that has been adopted by the CDFG. 

 
During CEQA review, the potential for impacts to special status (defined in Section f. Special 
Status Species) plant and animal species and protected habitats are assessed.  Sections 2081(b) 
and (c) of the CESA allow the CDFG to issue an incidental take permit for state-listed 
threatened and endangered species.  An incidental take permit is not needed for state species of 
special concern or California Native Plant Society (CNPS) List 1B species. For these state-listed 
special status biological resources, mitigation measures must be implemented to bring project 
impacts below the level of significance under CEQA.  
 
Pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), a permit from the USFWS is required 
for the take of a federally listed animal species through the FESA Section 7 or Section 10 process.  
Section 7 can be used if a federal agency is involved in the project (e.g., U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers [Corps] Section 404 permitting and/or federal funding) and agrees to be the lead 
agency requesting the Section 7 consultation.  This consultation process includes a Biological 
Assessment of the predicted impacts of the project on the species with measures to minimize 
such impacts.  The result is a Biological Opinion issued by the USFWS that includes a specified 
allowable take as well as terms and conditions to minimize and offset such take.  The Section 10 
process is used to authorize take of federally listed species when no federal agency is involved 
in project implementation.  This process includes the development of a Habitat Conservation 
Plan for protecting and enhancing the federally listed species at a specific location in perpetuity.   
 
Wetlands are protected on federal, state, and local levels.  Wetland and riparian communities 
may be subject to Corps jurisdiction as waters of the U.S. pursuant to Section 404 of the federal 
Clean Water Act.  Protection for wetlands and riparian habitat is also afforded through the state 
Clean Water Act (Porter-Cologne Act), the latter of which is administered by the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).  A Corps permit for discharges of dredged or fill 
material into wetlands and waters also requires a Section 401 water quality certification from 
the RWQCB.  Any development activity meeting the CEQA definition of a “project” that would 
remove or otherwise alter wetland and riparian habitat types is evaluated during the CEQA 
review process and then later through CDFG and Corps permitting. 
 

f.  Special Status Species.  For the purpose of this document, special status species are 
those plants and animals listed, proposed for listing, or candidates for listing as threatened or 
endangered by the USFWS under the FESA; those listed or proposed for listing as rare, 
threatened, or endangered by the CDFG under the CESA; animals designated as “Fully 
Protected” or “Species of Special Concern” by the CDFG (2008b); and those species on the 
Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens List (CDFG, 2008c).  This latter document 
includes the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California, Sixth 
Edition (Tibor, 2001), as updated online.  Those plants contained on the CNPS Lists 1, 2, 3, and 4 
are considered special status species in this EIR, per the CNPS code definitions:  
 

 List 1A = Plants presumed extinct in California; 
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 List 1B.1 = Rare or endangered in California and elsewhere; seriously endangered in 
California (over 80% of occurrences threatened/high degree and immediacy of threat); 

 List 1B.2 = Rare or endangered in California and elsewhere; fairly endangered in 
California (20-80% occurrences threatened); 

 List 1B.3 = Rare or endangered in California and elsewhere, not very endangered in 
California (<20% of occurrences threatened or no current threats known); 

 List 2 = Rare, threatened or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere; 
 List 3 = Plants needing more information (most are species that are taxonomically 

unresolved; some species on this list meet the definitions of rarity under CNPS and 
CESA); and 

 List 4.2 = Plants of limited distribution (watch list), fairly endangered in California 
(20-80% occurrences threatened).  

 
Local agencies may also consider and list additional plants to be of “local concern” because of 
local or regional scarcity as determined by that agency (per the State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15380; Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, 2005).    

 
Rincon Consultants’ biologists developed a target list of special status plant and animal species 
that could potentially occur in the Plan Area based upon a review of the CNDDB records in the 
Santa Ynez Valley, previous studies from the vicinity, and our knowledge of the area.  The 
CNDDB was queried using the RAREFIND 3.1.0 software (CDFG, 2008a) to identify special 
status species records within the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5’ quadrangles 
within the Plan Area (Zaca Creek, Solvang, Los Olivos, Santa Ynez, Figueroa Mountain, and 
Lake Cachuma).  In addition, special status species that were listed by the CNDDB in the USGS 
quadrangles surrounding the Plan Area were evaluated for whether or not they could occur in 
the Santa Ynez Valley (Sisquoc, Los Alamos, Santa Rosa Hills, Sacate, Gaviota, Tajiguas, Dos 
Pueblos Canyon, Goleta, San Marcos Pass, San Rafael Mountain, Hurricane Deck, Bald 
Mountain, Zaca Lake, and Foxen Canyon quadrangles).  Field reconnaissance to identify habitat 
types and an evaluation of the on-site soils was used to refine the target list of species and 
assess the potential for occurrence in the Plan Area.  Literature containing regional distribution 
and ecological information (Jennings and Hayes, 1994; Smith,1998; Jameson and Peeters, 2004; 
CDFG, 2008d) and a search of museum records (for amphibians and reptiles - Museum of 
Systematics and Ecology, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, Los Angeles County 
Museum, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology) were used to support determinations.   
 
The results of this investigation are lists of special status habitats and species that occur or 
potentially could occur in the Plan Area.  Table 4.5-1 lists special status plant communities that 
occur or could occur within the Plan Area.  Special status plant and animal species that occur or 
could potentially occur in the Plan Area based upon the presence of suitable habitat and 
regional distribution patterns are listed in Tables 4.5-2 and 4.5-3, respectively.  Appendix E to 
this EIR lists animal and plant species listed in the CNDDB as occurring in the greater vicinity 
that are not expected to occur within the Plan Area. 
 

Special Status Plant Communities.  Eight plant communities of special concern were 
identified within the Plan Area or potentially could occur within the Plan Area.  As discussed 
above under the Riparian habitat type, the CNDDB lists southern California riparian 
community types as occurring within the Santa Ynez Valley.  Most of these southern California 
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riparian habitat types are listed by the CNDDB as special concern, whereas their Central Coast 
counterparts are not.  However, Holland (1986) describes the southern California riparian 
classifications as generally occurring south of Point Conception, and the Central Coast 
classifications as occurring north of Point Conception, with the caveat that many of these 
designations may be imprecise.  Nevertheless, all of the riparian habitat types are considered 
sensitive by the County of Santa Barbara and are protected under California Fish and Game 
Code.  In addition, plant communities of special concern listed by the CNDDB are not given the 
same protected status, as are plant and animal species of special concern.   
 
In addition to the riparian habitat types, the other special status plant communities that occur in 
the Plan Area include Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh, Southern Vernal Pool, and Valley 
Needlegrass Grassland.  Southern California Steelhead Stream is also listed as a special status 
habitat, although it is not a plant community type.  This habitat is listed as a special status 
biological resource because it supports a federally endangered species. 
 
 

Table 4.5-1  Special Status Plant Communities that Occur or Could Occur  
in the Plan Area 

 

Community Description 
Project Site 
Suitability 

Occurrence 

Coastal and Valley 
Freshwater Marsh 

Perennial, emergent monocots such 
as bulrushes and cattails that occur in 
permanently or semi-permanently 
saturated soils 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
in the Santa 
Ynez River 

No records are contained 
within the CNDDB from the 
Plan Area, but this habitat 
type was observed in the 
Santa Ynez River; it could 
occur in man-made 
habitats such as stock 
ponds 

Central Coast Arroyo 
Willow Riparian Forest 

Dense, closed-canopy, winter-
deciduous riparian forest dominated 
by arroyo willow; may contain other 
willow species, white alder, and wax 
myrtle 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
along rivers 
and streams 
within the 
Plan Area 

The CNDDB lists 
occurrences in the lower 
Santa Ynez River outside 
of the Plan Area, but this 
type could occur in the 
Plan Area 

Southern Coast Live Oak 
Riparian Forest 

Riparian woodland dominated by 
coast live oak with an understory of 
herbs and shrubs; occurs south of 
Point Conception; probably indistinct 
from Central Coast Live Oak Riparian 
Forest, which occurs north of Point 
Conception 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
along rivers 
and streams 
within the 
Plan Area 

Two records are listed in 
the CNDDB based upon 
aerial photograph 
interpretation from the 
1980s, but could be 
classified as Central Coast 
Live Oak Riparian Forest 

Southern Cottonwood 
Willow Riparian Forest 

Open, broadleaved, winter-deciduous 
forest dominated by cottonwoods and 
an understory of willows; occurs along 
perennially wet stream reaches of the 
Transverse and Peninsular ranges 
from Santa Barbara County south to 
Baja California 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
along rivers 
in the Plan 
Area 

The CNDDB lists records 
at the Santa Ynez River 

Southern Willow Scrub Dense, broadleaved, winter-deciduous 
thicket dominated by several species 
of willows with scattered cottonwoods 
and sycamores along major rivers of 
coastal southern California 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
along rivers 
in the Plan 
Area 

Records are listed in the 
CNDDB based upon aerial 
photograph interpretation 
from the 1980s; could also 
be classified as Central 
Coast Riparian Scrub 
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Table 4.5-1  Special Status Plant Communities that Occur or Could Occur  
in the Plan Area 

 

Community Description 
Project Site 
Suitability 

Occurrence 

Southern Vernal Pool A low-growing, hydrophytic, 
herbaceous community dominated by 
annual herbs and grasses that occurs 
in seasonally inundated areas 
associated with particular hardpan soil 
types 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
in the Plan 
Area 

The CNDDB lists 
occurrences in or near the 
eastern portion of the Plan 
Area 

Southern California 
Steelhead Stream 

Known habitat for the southern 
California steelhead 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
in the Santa 
Ynez River 
and Alisal 
Creek 

The CNDDB lists the 
section of the Santa Ynez 
River throughout the Plan 
Area and Alisal Creek 

Valley Needlegrass 
Grassland 

Grassland dominated by perennial, 
tussock-forming purple needlegrass 

Suitable 
habitat exists 
throughout 
undisturbed 
or moderately 
disturbed 
grassland 
habitats 

Recorded by Watershed 
Environmental (2002) as 
occurring in patchy 
locations throughout the 
Urban and Inner-rural 
Area; observed in the rural 
area between fence lines 
and roads 

 

 
Special Status Plant Species.  The review identified 17 special status plant species that 

occur or could occur in the Plan Area based upon the presence of suitable habitat and species’ 
distributions (Table 4.5-2).  One of these species, the La Graciosa thistle is listed as federally 
endangered and state threatened.  Seaside bird’s-beak is a state endangered species, and could 
potentially occur in the Plan Area.  Each of the other species is included on the California 
Native Plant Society’s list of rare plants, except for an undescribed subspecies of buckwheat that 
is a Species of Local Concern. 

 
 

Table 4.5-2  Special Status Plant Species Potentially or Actually Occurring  
in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 

Fed/CA/CNPS 
Habitat Requirements and 

Blooming Period 
Plan Area

Suitability/Observations 
Black-flowered figwort 
Scrophularia atrata 

--/--/1B.2 

Coniferous forest, chaparral, 
coastal scrub, coastal dunes, 
riparian scrub from 32 to 820 feet 
elevation; blooms April through July 

Not recorded from the Plan 
Area, but suitable habitat exists 
and the Plan Area is within the 
regional distribution of this 
species; could occur 

Blochman’s leafy daisy 
Erigeron blochmaniae 

--/--/1B.2 

Coastal dune and coastal scrub 
habitats on sandy soils from 10 to 
150 feet elevation; blooms May 
through November 

Recorded between Buellton 
and Lompoc outside of the 
Plan Area; suitable habitat is 
present in the Plan Area and it 
could occur 

Buckwheat 
Eriogonum gracile var. 

cithariforme Species of Local 
Concern2 

Along roads and disturbed places of 
woodland-chaparral in mountainous 
parts of the County; blooms May 
through August 

Not recorded in the CNDDB, 
but the Plan Area is within the 
species’ range and potentially 
suitable habitat occurs in the 
eastern part of the Plan Area; 
could occur 
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Table 4.5-2  Special Status Plant Species Potentially or Actually Occurring  
in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 

Fed/CA/CNPS 
Habitat Requirements and 

Blooming Period 
Plan Area

Suitability/Observations 
California saw-grass 
Cladium californicum 

--/--/2.2 

Freshwater and alkali marshes and 
seeps from 197 to 1968 feet 
elevation; blooms June to July 

Recorded northeast of Los 
Alamos; suitable habitat exists 
in the Plan Area and there is a 
possibility it could occur 

California spineflower 
Mucronea californica 

--/--/4.2 

Maritime chaparral, oak woodland, 
coastal scrub, and grassland on 
sandy soils; blooms from March to 
August 

Recorded from Buellton within 
the Plan Area 

Catalina mariposa lily 
Calochortus catalinae 

--/--/4.2 

Grasslands and openings in coastal 
sage scrub, chaparral and 
woodlands; blooms February-May 

Not recorded in the CNDDB 
from the Plan Area, but 
reported to occur from the 
upper Santa Ynez River to 
Figueroa Mtn.; could occur 

Davidson’s saltscale 
Atriplex serenana var. 

davidsonii 
--/--/1B.2 

Coastal bluff scrub and coastal 
scrub on alkaline soils from 200 to 
2000 feet elevation; blooms April to 
October 

Recorded from Zaca Creek 
near Hwy. 101 within the Plan 
Area 

Dune larkspur 
Delphinium parryi ssp. 

blochmaniae --/--/1B.2 

Chaparral and coastal dunes from 
98 to 1230 feet elevation; blooms 
February through May 

Recorded 10 miles east of 
Lompoc; marginally suitable 
habitat exists in the Plan Area 
and there is a slight possibility 
it could occur 

Fish’s milkwort 
Polygala cornuta var. 

fishiae 
--/--/4.3 

Shaded canyons and woodland 
banks; blooms May through August 

Known to occur in the vicinity 
of the Plan Area at Nojoqui 
Falls and the north side of 
Refugio Pass; marginal habitat 
exists in the Plan Area and 
there is a slight possibility it 
could occur 

Hoover’s bent grass 
Agrostis hooveri 

--/--/List 1B.2 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
and valley and foothill grassland on 
sandy soils from 200 to 2000 feet 
elevation; blooms April to July 

Recorded from Ballard Canyon 
within the Plan Area 

La Graciosa thistle 
Cirsium loncholepis 

FE/ST/1B.1 

Coastal dunes and the edges of 
brackish marshes, riparian, and 
other wetlands from 16 to 607 feet 
elevation; blooms from June 
through August 

Recorded northwest of Los 
Alamos; suitable habitat exists 
and could occur in the Plan 
Area but is unlikely to occur 

Mesa horkelia 
Horkelia cuneata ssp. 

puberula --/--/1B.1 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
and coastal scrub on sandy or 
gravelly soils from 230 to 2657 feet 
elevation; blooms from February to 
September. 

Recorded northeast of 
Buellton; suitable habitat exists 
and could occur in the Plan 
Area 

Miles’ milk-vetch 
Astragalus 

didymocarpus var. 
milesianus 

--/--/1B.2 

Coastal scrub on clay soils from 65 
to 295 feet elevation; blooms March 
to June 

Recorded northwest of 
Buellton within the Plan Area; 
also known from Foxen 
Canyon 

Round-leaved filaree 
California macrophylla 

--/--/1B.1 

Grassland on clay or serpentine 
soils from 50 to 4000 feet elevation; 
blooms in April 

Recorded on the west slope of 
Figueroa Mtn. in the vicinity of 
the Plan Area; suitable habitat 
exists in the Plan Area and it 
could occur 
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Table 4.5-2  Special Status Plant Species Potentially or Actually Occurring  
in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 

Fed/CA/CNPS 
Habitat Requirements and 

Blooming Period 
Plan Area

Suitability/Observations 
Santa Barbara 

honeysuckle 
Lonicera subspicata 

var. subspicata 
--/--/1B.2 

Chaparral, woodland, and coastal 
scrub from 115 to 3280 feet 
elevation; blooms March through 
August 

Recorded along Alamo Pintado 
Creek 7-8 miles north of Los 
Olivos outside of the Plan Area 
and on the south slope of the 
Santa Ynez Mtns.; suitable 
habitat exists but unlikely to 
occur due to regional 
distribution 

Seaside bird’s-beak  
Cordylanthus rigidus 

ssp. littoralis 
--/SE/1B.1 

Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
maritime chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal dunes, coastal 
scrub, and disturbed habitat types 
on sandy soils from 0 to 705 feet 
elevation; blooms May through 
October 

Occurs from Lompoc to 
Buellton; suitable habitat exists 
in the Plan Area and could 
occur 

1 FE = federally endangered; FT = federally threatened; SE = state endangered; ST = state threatened; SR = state rare; SSC = 
state species of special concern; FP = state fully protected; California Native Plant Society List 1B.1 = Rare or Endangered in 
California and elsewhere, seriously endangered in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened/high degree and immediacy of 
threat); CNPS List 1B.2 = Rare or Endangered in California and elsewhere, fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences 
threatened); CNPS List 1B.3 = Rare or Endangered in California and elsewhere, not very endangered in California; CNPS List 2.2 
= Rare or Endangered in California but not elsewhere, fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened); CNPS 
List 4.2 = Plants of limited distribution (watch list), fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened); -- = no status. 
2 Eriogonum cithariforme var. cithariforme is recognized by the Buellton General Plan as a species of local concern potentially 
occurring in the Plan Area.  Hickman (1993) lists Eriogonum gracile var. cithariforme as a synonym for this species, however it 
does not discuss this synonym within the text.  The description for Eriogonum gracile var. cithariforme is from Munz (1968). 

 
Special Status Animal Species.  The review identified 34 special status animal species 

that occur or could occur in the Plan Area based upon the presence of suitable habitat and 
species’ distributions (Table 4.5-3).   

 
Table 4.5-3  Special Status Animal Species Potentially or Actually  

Occurring in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 
Fed/CA 

Habitat Requirements 
Project Site Suitability/ 

Observations 
MAMMALS 
American badger 
Taxidea taxus 

--/CSC 

Open grasslands and the edge of 
scrub and woodland habitats; 
requires dry, loose soils for 
burrowing and shelter 

Recorded within the Plan Area; 
suitable habitat exists throughout 
most undeveloped habitats 

Pallid bat 
Antrozous pallidus 

--/CSC 

Deserts, grasslands, shrublands, 
and forests; most common in 
open, dry habitats with rocky 
areas for roosting 

Evidence of this species was 
recorded in the Plan Area at Zaca 
Creek near the mouth of Canada 
Botella 

San Diego desert woodrat 
Neotoma lepida 
intermedia 

--/CSC 

Coastal scrub, Joshua tree 
woodlands, pinyon-juniper 
woodlands, mixed chaparral, 
sagebrush, and desert habitats; 
dens in areas with large-sized 
rocks and boulders 

Recorded on the south slope of 
the Santa Ynez Mountains and is 
distributed north to San Luis 
Obispo County; suitable habitat is 
present in the Plan Area and 
could occur 

Townsend’s big-eared bat 
Corynorhinus townsendii --/CSC 

Uses a variety of habitats and 
prefers wet areas; roosts in open 
areas on walls and ceilings 

Recorded in the Plan Area at 
Zaca Creek near the mouth of 
Canada Botella 
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Table 4.5-3  Special Status Animal Species Potentially or Actually  
Occurring in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 
Fed/CA 

Habitat Requirements 
Project Site Suitability/ 

Observations 
Western mastiff bat 
Eumops perotis 
californicus --/CSC 

Coniferous and deciduous 
woodlands, coastal scrub, 
grasslands, and chaparral; roosts 
in crevasses in cliff faces, on high 
buildings, in trees and tunnels 

Recorded in the upper Santa 
Ynez Valley at the White Rock 
Recreation Area; could occur in 
the Plan Area 

BIRDS 
Bald eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Delisted/SE, 

FP 
(nesting, 
wintering) 

Nests and winters along ocean 
shores, lake margins and rivers; 
most nests are within 1 mile of 
water in large trees with open 
branches; roosts communally in 
winter 

Recorded nesting at Lake 
Cachuma and could nest and 
forage at the Santa Ynez River 
within the Plan Area 

Burrowing owl 
Athene cunicularia  

--/CSC 
(burrow 

sites, some 
wintering 

sites) 

Burrow sites are in open dry 
annual or perennial grasslands, 
deserts and scrublands 
characterized by low growing 
vegetation; also inhabits 
anthropogenic habitats such as 
campuses, golf courses, 
cemeteries, airports, and grazed 
pastures 

Not recorded in the CNDDB from 
the Plan Area, but the year-long 
range extends into the Plan Area; 
suitable habitat exists and could 
occur 

California condor 
Gymnogyps californianus FE/ 

SE, FP 

Forages in open grasslands; 
nests in chaparral and montane 
regions with cliffs 

Suitable foraging habitat exists in 
the Plan Area; uses the Sisquoc-
San Rafael Mountain area year-
round 

California horned lark 
Eremophila alpestris actia 

--/CSC 

Open dry grasslands, sparse 
scrublands and other areas with 
minimal vegetative cover such as 
agricultural fields; uses areas with 
bare ground and short grasses  

Not recorded in the CNDDB but 
their year-long range includes the 
Santa Ynez Valley; suitable 
habitat exists throughout much of 
the undeveloped, open areas 
within the Plan Area; likely to 
occur 

Cooper’s hawk 
Accipiter cooperii 

--/CSC 
(nesting) 

Nests and forages in riparian and 
coast live oak forests 

Recorded nesting in the Plan 
Area near Zanja de Cota Creek 
and the Santa Ynez River 

Double-crested cormorant 
Phalacrocorax auritus 

--/CSC 
(rookeries) 

Coastal areas, or large inland 
lakes and rivers 

Not recorded in the CNDDB from 
the Plan Area, but the winter 
range includes the Santa Ynez 
Valley and they occur at Lake 
Cachuma; suitable habitat exists 
at the Santa Ynez River and 
rookeries could occur in the Plan 
Area 

Ferruginous hawk 
Buteo regalis 

--/CSC 
(wintering) 

Cliffs, banks, shrublands, and 
sparse woodlands for nesting; 
open grassland, sagebrush, 
agricultural areas, and desert 
scrub habitats for foraging 

Recorded wintering and foraging 
in the Plan Area north of Buellton 
near Hwy. 101 

Golden eagle 
Aquila chrysuetos 

--/CSC, FP 
(nesting, 
wintering) 

Nests in cliffs and rocky ledges, 
and forages in grasslands and 
open areas 

Not recorded in the CNDDB in the 
Plan Area, but their winter range 
includes the Santa Ynez Valley 
and they are recorded at Lake 
Cachuma; could forage in the 
Plan Area but nesting is unlikely 
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Table 4.5-3  Special Status Animal Species Potentially or Actually  
Occurring in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 
Fed/CA 

Habitat Requirements 
Project Site Suitability/ 

Observations 
Least Bell’s vireo 
Vireo bellii pusillus 

FE/SE 

Riparian forest near permanent 
water or in dry river bottoms 
below 2000 feet elevation 

Recorded near Zaca Lake and the 
Santa Ynez River downstream of 
Gibraltar Reservoir; suitable 
habitat exists in the Plan Area and 
could occur 

Loggerhead shrike 
Lanius ludovicianus 

--/CSC 
(nesting) 

Nests in coastal scrub, riparian 
scrub, and riparian forest and 
forages in grasslands and other 
semi-open habitats such as 
agricultural fields 

Observed during the 
reconnaissance survey within the 
Plan Area; suitable nesting and 
foraging habitat exists throughout 
most rural parts of the Plan Area 

Merlin 
Falco mexicanus 

--/CSC 
(wintering) 

Nests in cliffs overlooking large 
areas and forages in open 
habitats and grasslands 

Not recorded in the CNDDB in the 
Plan Area, but the Santa Ynez 
Valley is part of this species’ 
winter range; suitable habitat 
exists 

Northern harrier 
Circus cyaneus 

--/CSC 
(nesting) 

Forages in open areas such as 
grasslands, wet meadows, 
marshes, pastures, agricultural 
areas, as well as riparian 
woodland; nests on the ground in 
wetland, treeless upland habitats, 
or agricultural fields such as those 
in hay production 

Not recorded in the CNDDB in the 
Plan Area, but the winter range 
includes the Santa Ynez Valley; 
suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat exists; likely to occur in the 
Plan Area 

Sharp-shinned hawk 
Accipiter striatus 

--/CSC 
(nesting) 

Forages and nests in open 
woodlands, riparian forests, and 
the margins of woodlands 

This species’ winter range 
includes the Plan Area, and their 
year-round range includes parts 
of the Plan Area; suitable habitat 
exists and likely to occur 

Southern California 
rufous-crowned sparrow 
Aimophila ruficeps 
canescens 

--/CSC 

Rocky hillsides and steep slopes 
in grassland and coastal scrub 
habitats from 200 to 4,500 feet in 
elevation; nests are on the ground 
in rock hollows or under clumps of 
grass in low brush 

Recorded from Arroyo Hondo 
Canyon outside of the Plan Area; 
suitable habitat exists and the 
Plan Area is within the distribution 
of this subspecies; could occur in 
the Plan Area 

Southwestern willow 
flycatcher 
Empidonax willow 
flycatcher 

FE/SE 

Riparian forest Recorded in the Plan Area; 
breeding adults observed in the 
Santa Ynez River 2 miles west of 
Buellton and 3.5 miles west of 
Hwy. 101 

Tricolored blackbird 
Agelaius tricolor --/CSC 

(nesting 
colony) 

Prefers riparian habitat, ponds, 
and other wetland habitats; 
colonial nester in emergent 
vegetation surrounding open 
water  

Recorded on the Sedgwick 
Reserve just outside of the Plan 
Area; likely occurs at the Santa 
Ynez River and in emergent 
vegetation of stock ponds 

White-tailed kite 
Elanus caeruleus 
 

--/FP 
(nesting) 

Grassland, sparse scrub, 
marshes or open woodland 
habitats often near agricultural 
areas; nests are in isolated trees 
or forests 

Not recorded by the CNDDB, but 
suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat exists; likely occurs 
throughout undeveloped areas in 
the Plan Area 

Yellow-breasted chat  
Icteria virens 

--/CSC 
(nesting) 

Nests and forages in thickly 
vegetated riparian habitats near 
watercourses 

Not recorded in the CNDDB in the 
Plan Area, but suitable habitat 
exists and this species’ summer 
range includes the Santa Ynez 
Valley; could occur in the Plan 
Area 
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Table 4.5-3  Special Status Animal Species Potentially or Actually  
Occurring in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 
Fed/CA 

Habitat Requirements 
Project Site Suitability/ 

Observations 
Yellow warbler 
Dendroica petechia 
brewsteri --/CSC 

(nesting) 

Inhabits riparian areas and nests 
in trees and shrubs of overgrown 
fields, pastures, shorelines, 
cultivated fields, orchards, 
roadsides, and suburban parks 

Not recorded in the CNDDB in the 
Plan Area, but suitable habitat 
exists and this species’ summer 
range includes the Santa Ynez 
Valley; could occur in the Plan 
Area 

AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES 
California legless lizard 
Anniella pulchra  

--/CSC 

Occurs in dune scrub, coastal 
scrub, chaparral, pine-oak 
woodland, oak woodland, and 
riparian woodland; requires loose 
soil for burrowing, moisture, 
warmth, and plant cover; burrows 
in washes, dune sand, loose soil 
near bases of slopes, and near 
permanent or temporary streams 

Recorded in the Santa Ynez 
Valley and at the Sedgwick 
Reserve at the eastern boundary 
of the Plan Area; suitable habitat 
occurs throughout the Plan Area  

California red-legged frog 
Rana draytonii 

FT/CSC 

Semi-permanent or permanent 
water at least 0.5 meter deep 
bordered by emergent or riparian 
vegetation; also requires upland 
grassland, forest or scrub habitats 
for refugia and dispersal 

Recorded from Nojoqui Creek, 
and Zaca Creek near Hwy. 101, 
Quiota Creek and Santa Agueda 
Creek within the Plan Area; 
probably occurs at many other 
localities within the Plan Area 
including the Santa Ynez River, 
Alamo Pintado Creek and stock 
ponds 

California tiger 
salamander  
Ambystoma californiense 

FT/CSC 

Breeds in vernal and seasonal 
pools, and uses associated 
grasslands, oak savanna, 
woodland, and coastal scrub 
during dry periods; requires 
underground refuge sites (i.e., 
small mammal burrows, pipes) in 
upland areas such as grassland 
and scrub habitats 

Recorded near Hwy. 101 and 
Alisos Canyon Road in the vicinity 
of the northern boundary of the 
Plan Area and areas west and 
northwest of the Plan Area;  
unlikely to occur in the Plan Area 
due to restricted distribution, but 
suitable habitat may exist and 
there is a slight possibility that it 
could occur 

California horned lizard 
Phrynosoma coronatum 
frontale 

--/CSC 

Clearings in riparian woodlands; 
lowlands along sandy washes 
with scattered low bushes; open 
areas for sunning; bushes for 
cover; patches of loose soil for 
burial; and abundant supply of 
native ants and other insects 

Museum records are from 4 miles 
northwest of Buellton and west of 
Lake Cachuma; the Plan Area is 
within the subspecies’ range and 
suitable habitat exists; expected 
to occur 

Southern Pacific 
(=southwestern) pond 
turtle 
Actinemys (=Clemmys) 
marmorata pallida 

--/CSC 

Rivers, ponds, and freshwater 
marshes; nests in upland areas 
such as oak woodland, chaparral, 
coastal scrub and grassland or in 
drier parts of riparian habitats 

Recorded at the Santa Ynez River 
and Quiota Cr. within the Plan 
Area; expected to occur at stock 
ponds and streams in the Plan 
Area 

Two-striped garter snake 
Thamnophis hammondii 

--/CSC 

Perennial and intermittent 
streams or ponds having riparian 
or wetland vegetation; small 
mammal burrows are used for 
overwintering 

Recorded in the Plan Area near 
Alamo Pintado Creek and 
possibly Zaca Creek; likely occurs 
at other streams and the Santa 
Ynez River 
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Table 4.5-3  Special Status Animal Species Potentially or Actually  
Occurring in the Plan Area 

Species 
Status1 
Fed/CA 

Habitat Requirements 
Project Site Suitability/ 

Observations 
Western spadefoot 
Spea (=Scaphiopus) 
hammondii 

--/CSC 

Breeds in vernal pools and 
ephemeral stock ponds in 
grasslands and valley foothill 
woodlands; outside of breeding 
season they burrow in upland 
areas 

Not recorded in the Plan Area, but 
this species’ range includes the 
Plan Area; recorded west of 
Buellton; suitable habitat exists in 
temporary ponds and pools 
throughout the Plan Area and 
likely occurs 

FISH 
Arroyo chub 
Gila orcuttii 

--/CSC 

Streams with reaches of slow-
moving water and mud or sand 
bottoms; aquatic vegetation. 

The CNDDB reports that this 
species is introduced in the Santa 
Ynez River; introduced 
populations would not be 
considered sensitive 

Southern California 
steelhead 
Oncorhynchus mykiss 
irideus 

FE/CSC 

Breeds in fast flowing, highly 
oxygenated, clear, cool streams 
and rivers with gravel substrate; 
migrates to the ocean 

Recorded in the Santa Ynez River 
and Alisal Creek; the CNDDB 
reports that there are no historic 
records of steelhead from Ballard 
and Zaca Creeks but that fish 
rescued from the Santa Ynez 
River were relocated to these 
creeks 

INVERTEBRATES 
Vernal pool fairy shrimp 
Branchinecta lynchi 

FT/-- 

Vernal pools, ephemeral ponds, 
grass- or mud-bottomed swales, 
and ponded water in vehicle tire 
ruts that lasts at least 18 days 

Suitable habitat may be present in 
the Plan Area; could occur 

1FE – Federally Endangered; FT=Federally Threatened; CSC=California Species of Special Concern; FP = California Fully 
Protected Species;  -- =no status; California status in parentheses means that only those indicated habitat uses are protected. 

 

 
Wildlife Movement Corridors.  Wildlife movement corridors or habitat linkages are 

critical to maintaining populations of plant and animal species.  The fragmentation of large 
habitat areas into small, isolated segments reduces biological diversity, eliminates disturbance-
sensitive species, restricts gene flow between populations, and may eventually lead to local 
extinctions of entire floral or faunal assemblages.  Many land use planning guidelines now 
recognize the importance of protecting wildlife movement corridors and seek to retain major 
linkages wherever possible.  However, defining precise corridor alignments and specific spatial 
and resource requirements can be problematic. 
 
Depending on the species, wildlife movement corridors can vary from relatively narrow paths 
for movement between breeding and foraging areas to areas at the scale of mountain ranges or 
valleys for dispersal and migration.  Movement corridors can also either be continuous or 
discontinuous patches of suitable habitat.  For example, fish require relatively continuous 
habitats for movement, whereas highly mobile species such as birds and large mammals can 
often utilize discontinuous habitat patches.   
 
Agricultural land uses occur throughout much of the Plan Area, and many wildlife species may 
move through agricultural fields that connect areas of native vegetation.  For example, 
California red-legged frogs and California tiger salamanders are known to use fields that are 
currently in agricultural production during dispersal and migration.  These species move 
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between aquatic habitats traversing through upland areas, and they may remain in suitable 
terrestrial habitats for periods of several months to years.  Juveniles disperse away from aquatic 
breeding sites in all directions, apparently without regard to habitat corridors such as riparian 
areas, when in undeveloped landscapes.  Therefore, while aquatic breeding habitats have 
received the most attention for protection in the past with respect to wildlife movement, there is 
an increasing amount of evidence that the protection of terrestrial migration and dispersal 
habitats is of at least equal importance for the conservation of these species. 
 
 g.  Characterization of the AHOD Sites.  There are four Affordable Housing Overlay 
District sites proposed within the township of Santa Ynez (AHOD Sites A, B, C, and D).  A field 
reconnaissance survey was conducted at AHOD Sites A, C, and D to determine biological 
resources issues associated with the potential future redevelopment of these sites.  Access to 
AHOD Site B was not available, and characterization of this site was conducted through aerial 
photography and from Highway 246. 

 
AHOD Site A.  Site A is approximately 2.27 acres and currently developed with 

commercial and residential uses, including Caesar’s Auto Detailing, a car wash, and a single-
family residence.  Development is located in the southeastern portion of the site.  Ruderal 
habitat exists in the back lot where vehicles are stored.  The northern and western part of the 
property contains Non-native Grassland that was composed of mainly non-native grasses and 
herbaceous species.  A few small coyote brush shrubs were observed.  Surrounding land uses 
include single-family residences to the north and east, and commercial uses to the south and 
west. 

 
AHOD Site B. This site is adjacent to and west of AHOD Site A, and encompasses 

approximately 1.04 acres.  Site B is developed with the Sanja Cota Motor Lodge and associated 
parking and driveway areas.  This site is entirely developed with a motel and contains no 
natural habitat. 

 
AHOD Site C. This site encompasses approximately 2 acres.  The western portion of the 

property is developed with a single-family residence. The remainder of the property is 
undeveloped.  Vegetation consists of ornamental landscaping, a small orchard and Non-native 
Grassland that is regularly disked.  Plant species observed were mainly non-native and/or 
adapted to frequent disturbance.  Surrounding land uses are primarily residential, although 
several religious institutions and the Meadow Lark Inn are to the west of the site. 

 
AHOD Site D.  This site encompasses approximately 2.2 acres.  A single-family 

residence is located on the southeast portion of the property.  Vegetation consists of ornamental 
species in the vicinity of the residence, and the remainder is Non-native Grassland that is 
grazed by horses.  A drainage runs through the grassland area from north to south, and was 
flowing at the time of the survey.  The drainage enters the property from a culvert under Hwy. 
246, where there was a pool greater than 1 foot deep.  Coast live oak surrounded the drainage 
near the culvert.  Throughout the property, water depth did not exceed 4 inches and flow was a 
fast trickle.  The drainage was impounded at the south end of the property by a small berm 
along the property line.  Algae was present in the water, and no wetland plants were observed.  
However, because the area had been intensively grazed the previous year and the survey was 
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conducted early in the season, it is possible that wetland plants would not have been detectable 
during the site visit.  The surrounding land use is primarily residential. 
 
4.5.2  Impact Analysis 
 
Methodology and Significance Thresholds 
 
The analysis of biological resources impacts within the Plan Area is based on a reconnaissance-
level field survey, a search of available biological databases, and a review of literature and 
maps.  No focused or protocol-level surveys were conducted for this analysis.    
 
The County of Santa Barbara (2003) Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual contains 
criteria for determining the significance of an impact to biological resources.  The manual 
references CEQA guidance for biological impact assessment, and per CEQA Appendix G, a 
project will normally have a significant effect on the environment if it will: 
 

a. Conflict with adopted environmental plans and goals of the community where it is 
located; 

b. Substantially affect a rare or endangered species of animal, plant or the habitat of the 
species; 

c. Interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species; or 

d. Substantially diminish habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants. 
 
The manual states that environmental impact analysis and mitigation is required to include 
federal and state biological resource regulations (i.e., the federal and state Endangered Species 
Acts, National Environmental Policy Act, Clean Water Act Section 404, Bald Eagle Protection 
Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Executive Order 11990 [wetlands protection], Rivers and 
Harbors Act Section 10, Marine Protection, Sanctuary and Research Act, Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, and Section 1601 and 1603 Stream Alteration Agreements).  In addition, 
requirements for the protection of biological resources listed in the Comprehensive Plan 
Conservation Element, Environmental Resource Management Element, Land Use Element, 
Community Plans, and Local Coastal Plans should also be included for projects in the 
unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County. 
 
The evaluation of project impacts as detailed in the manual calls for an assessment of both 
short- and long-term impacts.  Significant impacts to species or habitats are those that 
substantially impact significant resources in the following ways: 
 

a. Substantially reduce or eliminate species diversity or abundance; 
b. Substantially reduce or eliminate quantity or quality of nesting areas; 
c. Substantially limit reproductive capacity through losses of individuals or habitat; 
d. Substantially fragment, eliminate, or otherwise disrupt foraging areas and/or access 

to food sources; 
e. Substantially limit or fragment range and movement (geographic distribution or 

animals and/or seed dispersal routes); or 
f. Substantially interfere with natural processes, such as fire or flooding, upon which 

the habitat depends. 
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Instances in which project impacts would be less than significant include: 
 

a. Small acreages of non-native grassland if wildlife values are low; 
b. Individuals or stands of non-native trees if not used by important animal species 

such as raptors or monarch butterflies; 
c. Areas of historical disturbance such as intensive agriculture; 
d. Small pockets of habitats already significantly fragmented or isolated, and degraded 

or disturbed; or 
e. Areas of primarily ruderal species resulting from pre-existing man-made 

disturbance. 
 
Additional County guidelines are provided for specific biological communities.  These are used 
in conjunction with the general impact assessment guidelines described above.   
 
 Wetlands.  Based on the County guidelines, the following types of project-created 
impacts may be considered significant: 
 

a. Projects that result in a net loss of important wetland area or wetland habitat value, 
either through direct or indirect impacts to wetland vegetation, degradation of water 
quality, or would threaten the continuity of wetland-dependant animal or plant 
species are considered to have a potentially significant effect on the environment. 

b. Wildlife access, use, and dispersal in wetland habitats are key components of their 
ecosystem value.  Projects that substantially interrupt wildlife access, use and 
dispersal in wetland areas, would typically be considered to have potentially 
significant impacts. 

c. The hydrology of wetlands systems must be maintained if their function and values 
are to be preserved.  Therefore, maintenance of hydrological conditions, such as the 
quantity and quality of runoff, must be assessed in project review. 

 
 Vernal Pools.  Based on the County guidelines, the following types of project-related 
impacts may be considered significant:  
 

a. Direct removal of a vernal pool or vernal pool complex; 
b. Direct or indirect adverse hydrologic changes such as altered freshwater input, 

changes in the watershed area or runoff quantity and/or quality, substantial increase 
in sedimentation, introduction of toxic elements or alteration of ambient water 
temperature; 

c. Disruption of a larger plant community (e.g., grassland) within which a vernal 
pool(s) occur; 

d. Isolation or fragmentation of contiguous habitat which would disrupt animal 
movement patterns or seed dispersal routes; 

e. Activities that would increase the chance of exotic plant invasion; 
f. Activities that would increase the vulnerability of species to local extirpation. 

 
 Riparian Habitats.  Based on the County guidelines, the following types of project-
related impacts may be considered significant: 
 

a. Direct removal of riparian vegetation; 
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b. Disruption of riparian wildlife habitat, particularly animal dispersal corridors and or 
understory vegetation; 

c. Intrusion within the upland edge of the riparian canopy (generally within 50 feet in 
urban areas, within 100 feet in rural areas, and within 200 feet of major rivers), 
leading to potential disruption of animal migration, breeding, etc. through increased 
noise, light and glare, and human or domestic animal intrusion; 

d. Disruption of a substantial amount of adjacent upland vegetation where such 
vegetation plays a critical role in supporting riparian-dependent wildlife species (e.g., 
amphibians), or where such vegetation aids in stabilizing steep slopes adjacent to the 
riparian corridor, which reduces erosion and sedimentation potential; and 

e. Construction activity that disrupts critical time periods (nesting, breeding) for fish 
and other wildlife species. 

 
 Native Grasslands.  Native grasslands are defined as an area where native grassland 
species comprise 10% or more of the total relative cover.  Based on the County guidelines, the 
following types of project-related impacts may be considered significant: 
 

a. Removal or severe disturbance to a patch or patches of native grasses greater than ¼ 
acre; or 

b. Removal or severe disturbance to native grassland patches that are part of a larger 
significant native grassland. 

 
 Oak Woodlands and Forests.  Based on the County guidelines, project-created impacts 
on oak woodlands and forests may be considered significant due to changes in habitat value 
and species composition such as the following: 
 

a. Habitat fragmentation; 
b. Removal of understory; 
c. Alteration to drainage patterns; 
d. Disruption of the canopy; or 
e. Removal of a significant number of trees that would cause a break in the canopy or 

disruption in animal movement in and through the woodland. 
 
 Individual Native Trees.  Based on the County guidelines, the following types of project-
related impacts may be considered significant: 
 

a. Impacts to native specimen trees, regardless of size.  Specimen trees are defined as 
mature trees that are healthy and structurally sound and have grown into the 
natural stature particular to the species; 

b. Impacts to rare native trees, which are very low in number or isolated in distribution; 
or 

c. The loss of 10% or more of the trees of biological value on a project site.  
 
Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
The following pages summarize the impacts of the proposed Santa Ynez Community Plan on 
biological resources in the Plan Area.  Included is a focused analysis on the AHOD sites.  The 
analysis that follows discusses the programmatic impacts associated with policy changes and 
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proposed programs.  This analysis is intended to discuss the broad impacts associated with 
changes in countywide policies in a conceptual manner.  Project-specific analysis would still be 
needed for all individual future projects.  The site-specific analysis of the AHOD sites is 
intended to serve as the project environmental review for possible future development.   
 

Impact BIO-1 Sensitive Habitats 

 
Sensitive habitats that occur within the Plan Area that are listed by the CNDDB include 
Riparian (Central Coast Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest, Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian 
Forest, Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest, and Southern Willow Scrub), Coastal and 
Valley Freshwater Marsh, Southern Vernal Pool, and Valley Needlegrass Grassland.  Southern 
California Steelhead Stream is also a sensitive habitat type listed by the CNDDB, and is 
discussed in Impact BIO-3 below.  In addition, the Plan lists the following additional habitat 
types as sensitive:  streams, creeks, the Santa Ynez River, and wetlands; Coastal Scrub; Coast 
Live Oak Woodland; and Valley Oak Woodland and Savanna. 
 
Sensitive habitats are natural areas that are protected by the County, CDFG, RWQCB, and/or 
the Corps under CEQA, the Clean Water Act, and/or CDFG code because their acreage has 
substantially declined and/or they provide beneficial uses to native species.  These habitats 
include CDFG-designated “plant communities of special concern” or “special status plant 
communities”, wetland and riparian habitats, waters of the U.S. and State, and rare plant 
communities as designated by the County.  In addition, sensitive habitats occupied by federally 
listed species are also protected by the USFWS under the FESA.  Impacts to special status 
species are discussed in Impacts BIO-2 and BIO-3, and impacts to individual native trees are 
discussed in Impact BIO-2.  Riparian areas are regulated on federal, state, and local levels, thus 
requiring coordination with applicable regulatory agencies such as the Corps, RWQCB, CDFG, 
and the County for development or impacts to these areas.  A formal wetland delineation 
would need to be conducted by a qualified biologist utilizing methodologies accepted by the 
Corps and State of California to determine the location and extent of jurisdictional waters of the 
U.S. and State.   
 
During development within the Plan Area, oak woodlands would be removed or impacted.  
Impacts to native oak trees would occur due to grading or compaction within the critical root 
zone; limbing or thinning per CalFire requirements; changes to water regime due to 
landscape/pasture irrigation, leach fields, or creation of impervious surfaces; livestock 
denuding lower branches of leaves; the construction of permanent structures and roads within 
the critical root zone; and other types of residential activities that would affect the soil fungi 
upon which oak trees are associated.  Reproduction of native trees would be affected by 
livestock grazing on young trees and acorns, mowing, as well as trampling of seedlings and 
compaction of soil.  Oak woodlands can be replanted, but there would be a temporal loss of oak 
woodland habitat until planted areas can provide equivalent habitat values.  Re-establishment 
rates for California oak woodlands can vary widely between project sites and over time.  Valley 
oaks planted in a favorable site can develop to sizable trees with adequate canopies in 25 to 30 
years.  Blue oaks, which are a slower growing species, may require 100 years for trees to 
develop moderate-sized canopies.  Establishment rates would be shorter in riparian floodplains 
that lack agricultural uses (Bernhardt and Swiecki 2001).   
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The Kuehl Bill (SB 1334), adopted in October 2004 and effective on January 1, 2005, specifies 
procedures for mitigating impacts to native oak trees.  Under this Bill (as codified in PRC § 
21083.4), if a county determines that there may be a significant effect to oak woodlands, the 
county shall require one or more of the following oak woodlands mitigation alternatives: (1) 
conservation of oak woodlands through the conservation easements; (2) planting and 
maintaining replacement trees for a period of seven years; (3) contribution of funds to the Oak 
Woodlands Conservation Fund; and/or (4) other mitigation measures developed by the 
County. It should be noted that replacement plantings may only fulfill up to 50% of a particular 
project’s mitigation requirement under this bill. 
 
Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Plan Build Out and Rezones 
 
The 20-year build-out and rezoning actions under the proposed Community Plan would result 
in 821 additional primary, secondary and agricultural employee residential units.  In addition, 
development under the proposed Affordable Housing Overlay (described below) would 
potentially result in 115 additional primary residences.  The 20-year build out would result in 
approximately 555,300 square feet (sf) of additional commercial development.   
 
While much of the residential build-out and the majority of the commercial build-out would 
occur in the township areas, a sizeable component of the residential build-out potential is 
through the subdivision or further development of large agriculturally-zoned parcels outside of 
the townships.  For the build-out component in these in rural and inner rural areas, it is 
expected that many of these lots would be developed as ranchettes with equestrian or other 
small livestock uses.  Consequently, impacts to biological resources in these areas are expected 
throughout the entire lots, not just within the building footprints for the residences and 
associated structures.   
 
Some of these areas may contain special status plant communities, such as Riparian, Coastal 
and Valley Freshwater Marsh, Southern Vernal Pool, Valley Needlegrass Grassland, Coastal 
Scrub, oak woodlands, oak savannahs, other types of wetlands, and streams.  These habitats are 
not mapped throughout the Plan Area, therefore the total impact to these communities cannot 
be quantified.  Implementation of the Plan would lead to the intensification of development on 
property that currently exists as privately owned grazing and other agricultural lands.  Higher 
densities of new primary and secondary residences are planned along the rural eastern and 
western edges of the Plan Area in areas that are currently largely undeveloped grazing or 
agricultural lands.  This dispersal of additional development throughout the Plan Area will 
result in an increase in the amount of the Plan Area that can only support species adapted to 
human occupation and disturbance.  Additional development in these areas would also  
contribute to the conversion of native communities to those dominated by non-native species, 
and would also alter or interfere with existing corridors for species’ dispersal and habitat 
connectivity. 
 
The proposed Plan contains numerous policies and development standards that seek to prevent 
new development from impacting native habitats, and to promote denser development within 
townships.  Nevertheless, with the planned subdivision of natural areas and agricultural lands 
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and the development of new primary and secondary residences and ranchettes, a reduction in 
the amount of land suitable for sensitive habitats could occur upon build out.  At the 20-year 
build out horizon, assuming conservatively that approximately one quarter of new non-mixed 
use residential growth would occur outside the townships and that each unit would require 
0.25 acres of additional structural development including new driveway area and accessory 
structures, approximately 45 acres of currently undeveloped land would be converted to 
residential and ranchette uses.   
 
The planned Zanja Cota Creek Park would be located in the floodplain of Zanja de Cota Creek.  
The creek and surrounding riparian vegetation are considered a sensitive biological resource.  
Although no formal development plan for this park has been provided, the proposed use would 
be primarily for passive recreation, with limited improvements including picnic areas and 
hiking trails.  These developments and future usage would not significantly impact the creek 
and riparian habitat if the proposed policies described in the mitigation section below are 
implemented.  
 
Redesignation and rezoning of Lavinia Campbell Park (a privately owned pocket park in Los 
Olivos) is also proposed.  The rezone from General Commercial to Recreation would not 
involve any development; rather, it would ensure that the existing park site would be preserved 
for recreational use.  The proposed rezoning would eliminate the potential for future conversion 
of this park to commercial development or uses.  No environmental impacts would result from 
the redesignation and the rezoning, as the property is currently developed as a park, and no 
additional amenities are proposed. 
 
Careful review of new development proposals in compliance with proposed policies and 
programs would reduce impacts but would not completely avoid the conversion of areas 
containing special status plant communities.  According to the Santa Barbara County (2003) 
definitions of significant impacts under CEQA, implementation of the Plan would result in 
significant impacts due to the following:  the potential for substantial reduction or elimination 
of species diversity or abundance; the potential for substantial interference with natural 
processes, such as fire or flooding, upon which the habitat depends; and direct and indirect 
impacts to wetlands, vernal pools, riparian habitats, native grasslands, and oak woodlands.  
While individual projects may be able to identify and implement effective mitigation measures 
to reduce project impacts to a less than significant level, at a program level, the impact on these 
sensitive biological resources under build out conditions would be Class I, significant and 
unavoidable.  
 
Oak trees in oak woodlands that are removed or impacted as a result of development of new, 
vacant, or underdeveloped lots can be replaced, but due to the long time period required for the 
planted trees to possess equivalent habitat values and the fact that there is no assurance that oak 
trees designated to remain on the lots will be protected in the future, impacts to oak woodlands 
are Class I, significant and unavoidable.  
 
Mixed-use Overlay 
 
Several blocks within the townships of Los Olivos and Santa Ynez are considered for the 
proposed Mixed-use (MU) Overlay, which is designed for in-fill of commercial and residential 
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uses within the town centers.  The MU Overlay would result in the construction of 200 
additional mixed-use residential units under the 20-year build-out.  Implementation of the 
proposed MU Overlay on the designated sites within the commercial cores of Los Olivos and 
Santa Ynez would result in intensified use and building on properties subject to the overlay.  
The change in the built environment related to the application of this overlay would occur in 
already urbanized areas that do not contain sensitive habitats.  Undeveloped or 
underdeveloped commercially-zoned parcels within the townships would be developed, which 
would lead to the conversion of undeveloped land that could potentially support native species, 
but these areas likely contain ruderal or disturbed habitats due to current uses and 
consequently would be of low biological value.  In cases where streams are present, the Plan 
contains development standards for setbacks and best management practices (as detailed 
below) designed to protect these resources.  Certain projects may be subject to additional 
environmental review, which could result in further environmental protection above the 
proposed policies and development standards contained in the Plan.  This Plan component 
would therefore have a less than significant impact (Class III) on sensitive habitats. 
 
Design Control Overlay 
 
The revised Design Control Overlay intends to protect the scenic qualities, property values, and 
neighborhood character at certain key sites and corridors within the Santa Ynez Valley.  This 
overlay would not change new residential development allowances that are currently permitted 
under the existing Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, there would be no additional impacts to 
special status plant communities, and impacts would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Heritage Sites Overlay 
 
The proposed Heritage Sites Overlay would designate certain parcels in the Santa Ynez Valley 
to receive a higher level of scrutiny during subdivision proposals in order to preserve the rural 
character of the area.  This overlay would reduce the potential for subdivision of large 
agricultural parcels down to the minimum parcel size allowed under the existing Zoning 
Ordinance.  Therefore, impacts to sensitive habitats would be reduced under this overlay, and 
would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Other Applicable Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards 
 
Applicable Community Plan policies, programs, or standards that have the potential to 
adversely affect special status plant communities include the development of one or more new 
commuter parking lots and roadway widening and/or improvement projects to maintain 
acceptable levels of service.  For potential biological resource impacts resulting from new 
commuter parking lots or from roadway improvement projects, the specific location of any new 
lots is not known at this time, and a discussion of potential impacts would be speculative.  
Furthermore, such projects would be subject to site-specific environmental review and would 
be required to adhere to the biological resource protection policies of the proposed Plan such 
that potential impacts to sensitive resources would be identified along with all appropriate and 
feasible mitigation measures. 
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Other policies, programs, and standards in the proposed Plan have an emphasis on the 
protection of natural habitats and sensitive biological resources.  The Plan includes several 
policies and development standards that could have a beneficial effect on special status plant 
communities.  These are discussed in the discussion of programmatic Mitigation Measures 
below.  In summary, proposed policies would not impact special status plant communities, and 
many would serve to mitigate impacts; therefore no adverse impacts would result.  Rather, the 
proposed policies, programs, and standards may have a beneficial effect (Class IV).  
 
Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Four sites within the township of Santa Ynez have been proposed to be rezoned to provide 
affordable housing under the Affordable Housing Overlay (AHOD Sites A, B, C and D).  
Rezoning would allow the property owners to develop their property at a higher density as 
long as 30% of the new units meet the criteria for low-income housing.     
 
Impact BIO-1(A) Biological Resources: Site A 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 2.27-acre site, which currently has split zoning of 
Highway Commercial and Single Family Residential/Estate, to General Commercial with an 
Affordable Housing Overlay of 20 units per acre.  The effect of this overlay would be to allow 
the property owner the option of either retaining the base commercial zoning or developing up 
to 45 affordable housing units over the entire lot in place of existing commercial and residential 
uses.  AHOD Site A is partially developed with commercial and residential uses.  No sensitive 
habitats exist on this site, and none would be indirectly affected by development of this site.  
Therefore, impacts to sensitive habitats would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Impact BIO-1(B) Biological Resources: Site B 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 1.04-acre site from Highway Commercial to 
General Commercial with an Affordable Housing Overlay of 20 units per acre. The effect of this 
overlay would be to allow the property owner the option of either retaining the base 
commercial zoning or developing up to 20 affordable housing units over the entire lot in place 
of the existing hotel use.  AHOD Site B is occupied by the Sanja Cota Motor Lodge. No sensitive 
habitats exist on this site, and none would be indirectly affected by development of this site.  
Therefore, impacts to sensitive habitats would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Impact BIO-1(C) Biological Resources: Site C 
 
Under the proposed Community Plan, this site would maintain its current Residential zoning, 
but with an Affordable Housing Overlay allowing 12 units per acre.  With this overlay, up to 24 
affordable housing units could be developed on this 2.0-acre property.  AHOD Site C has a 
single-family residence, a small orchard and an area of Non-native Grassland that is regularly 
disked. No sensitive habitats exist on this site, and none would be indirectly affected by 
development of this site.  Therefore, impacts to sensitive habitats would be less than significant 
(Class III). 
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Impact BIO-1(D) Biological Resources: Site D 
 
Under the proposed Plan, this site would maintain its current Residential zoning, but with an 
Affordable Housing Overlay allowing 12 units per acre.  With this overlay, up to 26 affordable 
housing units could be developed on this 2.2-acre property.  AHOD Site D is partially occupied 
by a single-family residence.  The natural drainage on this site could be considered a protected 
wetland and/or waters of the U.S. or waters of the State by the CDFG, RWQCB, or Corps.  A 
formal wetland delineation would be needed, and if jurisdictional areas are determined to be 
present, mitigation would be required, as described below.  With mitigation, impacts to the 
drainage would be considered to be Class II, Less Than Significant with Mitigation. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
Programmatic Mitigation 
 
The following goals, policies and development standards are included in the proposed 
Community Plan and would decrease impacts to habitats: 

 

POLICY LUG-SYV-3:  The urban boundary line surrounding the townships of Santa 
Ynez, Los Olivos, and Ballard shall distinguish principally urban land uses from rural 
and/or agricultural uses.  These boundaries shall represent the maximum extent of urban 
area in the Santa Ynez Valley.  The boundaries shall not be moved except as part of a 
County-initiated update of the Plan. 

POLICY WW-SYV-2:  Pollution of surface and groundwater shall be avoided.  Where 
contribution of potential pollutants of any kind is not prohibited and cannot be avoided, 
such contribution shall be minimized to the maximum extent practical. 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.4:  Septic systems and other potential sources of water pollution 
shall be a minimum of 100 feet from the geologic top of bank of tributary or creek banks 
(reference point as defined by Planning and Development and Environmental Health 
Services).  Modifications to existing sources of potential water pollution shall meet this 
buffer to the maximum extent feasible. 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.5:  Development shall not be approved where individual or 
cumulative impacts of septic systems for new development would cause pollution of 
creeks unless this would preclude reasonable use of property. 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.6:  Development shall be designed to reduce runoff from the site by 
minimizing impervious surfaces, using pervious or porous surfaces, and minimizing 
contiguous impervious surfaces. 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.7:  Development shall incorporate best management practices 
(BMPs) to reduce pollutants in storm water runoff.  The BMPs can include, but are not 
limited to, dry wells for roof drainage or other roof downspout infiltration systems, 
modular paving, unit pavers on sand or other porous pavement for driveways, patios or 
parking areas, multiple-purpose detention systems, cisterns, structural devices (e.g., 
grease, silt, sediment, and trash traps), sand filters, or vegetated treatment systems (e.g., 
bioswales/filters.) 
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DevStd WW-SYV-2.8:  Construction site best management practices shall be included 
on drainage plans and/or erosion and sediment control plans and implemented to prevent 
contamination of runoff from construction sites.  These practices shall include, but are 
not limited to, appropriate storage areas for pesticides and chemicals, use of washout 
areas to prevent drainage of wash water to storm drains or surface waters, erosion and 
sediment control measures, and storage and maintenance of equipment away from storm 
drains and water courses. 

DevStd FIRE-SYV-2.2:  Development shall be sited to minimize exposure to fire hazards 
and reduce the need for grading and clearance of native vegetation to the maximum 
extent feasible.  Building sites should be located in areas of a parcel’s lowest fire hazard, 
and should minimize the need for long and/or steep access roads and/or driveways. 

POLICY FIRE-SYV-3:  Fuel breaks in the SYVCPA shall be sited and designed to be 
effective means of reducing wildland fire hazards and protecting life and property, while 
also minimizing disruption of biological resources and aesthetic impacts to the maximum 
extent feasible. 

DevStd FIRE-SYV-3.2:  Fuel breaks shall not result in the removal of protected healthy 
oaks, to the maximum extent feasible.  Within fuel breaks, treatment of oak trees shall be 
limited to limbing the branches up to a height of eight (8) feet, removing dead materials, 
and mowing the understory.  Along access roads and driveways, limbing of branches 
shall be subject to the vertical clearance requirements of the SBCFD.  Where protected 
oaks have multiple trunks, all trunks shall be preserved. 

GOAL BIO-SYV:  The biological resources of the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan 
Area are an important regional asset that should be protected, enhanced and preserved. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-1:  Environmentally sensitive biological resources and habitat areas 
shall be protected, and where appropriate, enhanced. 

Action BIO-SYV-1.1:  The following general criteria are used to determine which 
resources and habitats in the Santa Ynez Valley Planning Area are identified as 
environmentally sensitive: 

 Unique, rare, or fragile communities which should be preserved to ensure their 
survival in the future; 

 Habitats of rare and endangered species as protected by State and/or Federal law; 
 Outstanding representative natural communities that have values ranging from 

particularly rich flora and fauna to an unusual diversity of species; 
 Specialized wildlife habitats which are vital to species survival; 
 Areas structurally important in protecting natural landforms that physically 

support species (e.g., riparian corridors protecting stream banks from erosion, 
shading effects of tree canopies); 

 Critical connections between separate habitat areas and/or migratory species’ 
routes; and 

 Areas with outstanding educational values that should be protected for scientific 
research and educational uses now and in the future, the continued existence of 
which is demonstrated to be unlikely unless designated and protected. 

Action BIO-SYV-1.2:  The following biological resources and habitats shall be identified 
as environmentally sensitive: 
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 Santa Ynez River; 
 Streams and creeks (including major tributaries to the Santa Ynez River); 
 Central coastal scrub; 
 Coast live oak woodlands; 
 Valley oak woodland with native grass understory; 
 Valley oak savanna (if five or more acres and unfragmented); 
 Native grasslands; 
 Wetlands; 
 Sensitive native flora; and 
 Critical wildlife habitat/corridors. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-2:  The County shall encourage the dedication of conservation or 
open space easements to preserve important biological habitats.  Where appropriate or 
legally feasible, the County shall require such easements. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-3:  Significant biological communities shall not be fragmented by 
development into small, non-viable areas. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-3.2: Public trails shall be sited and designed to avoid or minimize 
impacts to native habitat, areas of steep slopes, and/or highly erosive and sandy soils. 
Trails should follow existing dirt road and trail alignments and use existing bridges. 
Where this is not possible, prior to final trail alignment, proposed trail routes should be 
surveyed and re-routed where necessary to avoid sensitive species, subject to final 
approval by Planning and Development and the Parks Department. 

Action BIO-SYV-3.3:  The County shall pursue funding for protection and restoration of 
significant biological resources in the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan Area. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-4:  Natural stream corridors (channels and riparian vegetation) shall 
be maintained in an undisturbed state to the maximum extent feasible in order to protect 
banks from erosion, enhance wildlife passageways and provide natural greenbelts.  
Setbacks shall be sufficient to allow and maintain natural stream channel processes (e.g., 
erosion, meanders) and to protect all new structures and development from such 
processes. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.1:  Development shall include a minimum setback of 25 feet in the 
Urban and Inner-rural areas, 100 feet in the Rural areas, and 200 feet from the Santa 
Ynez River, from the edge of riparian vegetation or the top of bank whichever is more 
protective.  The setbacks may be adjusted upward or downward on a case-by-case basis 
depending upon site-specific conditions such as slopes, biological resources and erosion 
potential. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.3:  No structures shall be located within a natural stream corridor 
except: public trails that would not adversely affect existing habitat, dams necessary for 
water supply projects, flood control projects where no other method for protecting 
existing structures in the floodplain is feasible and where such protection is necessary for 
public safety or to protect existing development, and other development where the 
primary function is for the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat.  Culverts, 
agricultural roads and crossings in rural areas zoned for agricultural use, fences, 
pipelines and bridges in rural areas zoned for agricultural use, fences, pipelines and 
bridges may be permitted when no alternative route or location is feasible.  All 
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development shall incorporate the best mitigation measures feasible to minimize the 
impact to the greatest extent. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.4:  When activities permitted in stream corridors would require 
removal of riparian plants, revegetation/restoration with local native plants, obtained 
from within as close proximity to the site as feasible, shall be required. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-5:  Pollution of the Santa Ynez River, streams and drainage 
channels, underground water basins and areas adjacent to such waters shall be 
minimized. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-5.1:  Development shall be designed to minimize the amount of 
polluted runoff that leaves the site by applying storm water Best Management Practices 
(BMPs), as appropriate to site-specific conditions.  Such BMPs may include the 
following, in order of preference: 

 Site planning to avoid, protect, and restore sensitive areas (e.g., stream corridors, 
riparian habitat); 

 Minimizing impervious surfaces and directly connected impervious surfaces, 
using existing natural features to allow for on-site infiltration of water;  

 Vegetative treatment (e.g., bioswales, vegetative buffers, constructed or artificial 
wetlands); and 

 Mechanical or structural treatment (e.g., storm drain filters and inserts). 

DevStd BIO-SYV-5.2:  Site drainage plans shall direct polluting drainage away from the 
stream channel or include appropriate filters. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-5.3:  Storm water BMPs shall be implemented on construction sites as 
required by the Grading Ordinance drainage, erosion and sediment control plans. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-6:  “Hardbank” channelization (e.g., use of concrete, riprap, gabion 
baskets) of stream channels shall be prohibited, except where needed to protect existing 
structures.  Where hardbank channelization is required, the material an design used shall 
be the least environmentally damaging alternative and site restoration on or adjacent to 
the stream channel shall be required, subject to a restoration plan. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-7.1:  Development activity that requires ground disturbance which is 
proposed on parcels containing ephemeral (dry except during and immediately after 
rainfall) or intermittent (seasonal) streams and creeks downstream of Bradbury Dam, 
and associated riparian corridors, shall be subject to any permit requirements of the 
California Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-10:  Areas of one or more acres of central coastal scrub shall be 
preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-10.1:  Development shall avoid impacts to central coastal scrub that 
would isolate, interrupt or cause a break in contiguous habitat which would disrupt 
animal movement patterns, seed dispersal routes, or increase vulnerability of species to 
local extirpations such as fire, flooding, disease, etc. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-10.2:  Onsite mitigation such as revegetation, erosion and water 
quality protection and other measures which would minimize the impact of development 
on central coastal scrub shall be included in the project design as necessary. 
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POLICY BIO-SYV-11:  Areas of chaparral shall be protected from development to the 
maximum extent feasible. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-12:  Areas of native grasslands shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent feasible. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-13: The use of native landscaping shall be encouraged, especially in 
parks, buffers adjacent to native habitats, and designated open space. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-13.1: For development requiring a landscape plan, the use of non-
invasive plant species should be used to the maximum extent feasible. Plants listed on the 
CalEPPC Exotic Pest Plants of Greatest Ecological Concern in California (see Appendix 
H of the Draft Community Plan) should not be used. 

DevStd FLD-SYV-1.1:  Development shall not be allowed within floodways except in 
conformance with Chapters 15A and 15B of the County Code, any other applicable 
statutes or ordinances, and all applicable policies of the Comprehensive Plan including 
but not limited to policies regarding biological resources and safety. 

DevStd FLD-SYV-1.2:  No development shall be permitted within the floodplains of the 
Santa Ynez River, Alamo Pintado Creek, and Zanja de Cota Creek unless such 
development would be necessary to: 

 Permit reasonable use of the property while mitigating to the maximum extent 
feasible the disturbance or removal of significant riparian/wetland vegetation; or 

 Accomplish a major public policy goal of the Santa Ynez Valley Community 
Plan or other beneficial projects approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

POLICY FLD-SYV-2:  Short-term and long-term erosion associated with development 
shall be minimized. 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.1:  Development shall incorporate sedimentation traps or other 
effective measures to minimize the erosion of soils into natural and manmade drainages, 
where feasible.  Development adjacent to stream channels shall be required to install 
check dams or other erosion control measures deemed appropriate by County Flood 
Control and Planning and Development to minimize channel down-cutting and erosion.  
To the maximum extent feasible, all such structures shall be designated to avoid impacts 
to riparian vegetation. 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.2:  Grading and drainage plans shall be submitted with any 
application for development that would increase total runoff from the site or substantially 
alter drainage patterns on the site or in its vicinity.  The purpose of such plan(s) shall be 
to avoid or minimize hazards including but not limited to flooding, erosion, landslides, 
and soil creep.  Appropriate temporary and permanent measures such as energy 
dissipaters, silt fencing, straw bales, sand bags, and sediment basins shall be used in 
conjunction with other basic design methods to prevent erosion on slopes and siltation of 
creek channels and other ESH areas.  Such plan(s) shall be reviewed and approved by 
both County Flood Control and Planning & Development. 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.3:  Drainage outlets into creek channels shall be constructed in a 
manner that causes outlet flow to approximate the general direction of natural stream 
flow.  Energy dissipaters beneath outlet points shall be incorporated where appropriate, 
and shall be designed to minimize erosion and habitat impacts. 



Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan EIR 
Section 4.5  Biological Resources 
 
 

County of Santa Barbara 
4.5-39 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.5:  Excavation and grading for development shall be limited to the 
dry season of the year (i.e., April 15th to November 1st) unless an approved erosion and 
sediment control plan is in place and all measures therein are in effect, in accordance 
with the County Grading Ordinance. 

POLICY FLD-SYV-3:  Flood control maintenance activities shall seek to minimize 
disturbance to riparian/wetland habitats, consistent with the primary need to protect 
public safety.  Additional guidance for public maintenance work is provided by the Flood 
Control District’s current certified Maintenance Program EIR and current approved 
Standard Maintenance Practices. 

POLICY FLD-SYV-4:  Proposed development, other than Flood Control District 
activities, shall be designed to maintain creek banks, channel inverts, and channel 
bottoms in their natural state.  Revegetation to restore a riparian habitat is encouraged 
and may be required, subject to the provisions of DevStd FLD-SYV-5.1 and any other 
applicable policies or standards. 

DevStd FLD-SYV-4.1:  To the maximum extent feasible, native vegetation used to 
restore creek banks shall be incorporated into the landscape plan for the entire site in 
order to provide visual and biological continuity.  All restoration plans shall be reviewed 
by the Flood Control District for compliance with the County Floodplain Management 
Ordinance #3898, for consistency with Flood Control District access and maintenance 
needs, and for consistency with current flood plain management and environmental 
protection goals. 

DevStd VIS-SYV-1.2:  Development, including houses, roads and driveways, shall be 
sited and designed to be compatible with and subordinate to significant natural features 
including prominent slopes, hilltops and ridgelines, mature trees and woodlands, and 
natural drainage courses. 

 
The following measures are recommended to increase the protection of sensitive habitats within 
the Plan Area.  Mitigation for impacts to individual native trees and oak woodlands are 
provided under BIO-1.1, and southern California steelhead streams are considered under BIO-
1.1 and Impact BIO-3. 
 

BIO-1.1 Sensitive Habitat Avoidance and Restoration.  The Plan includes 
provisions for replacement of impacted riparian habitats, but does not 
include compensatory mitigation for the other sensitive habitat types.  
The Plan shall be revised to include the other sensitive habitat types 
under this policy:  

 
POLICY BIO-SYV-4:  Sensitive habitats shall be protected to the maximum 
extent possible, and compensatory mitigation shall be prescribed when 
impacts to or loss of these areas cannot be avoided.  As listed in Action BIO-
SYV-1.2, sensitive habitat types include:  Riparian, Coastal and Valley 
Freshwater Marsh, Southern Vernal Pool, Valley Needlegrass Grassland, 
Coastal Scrub, Coast Live Oak Woodland, Valley Oak Woodland and 
Savanna, streams and creek, and wetlands.  In addition, federally designated 
critical habitat for threatened or endangered species shall also be considered 
to be sensitive habitat.  Natural stream corridors (channels and riparian 
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vegetation) shall be maintained in an undisturbed state to the maximum 
extent feasible in order to protect banks from erosion, enhance wildlife 
passageways and provide natural greenbelts.  Setbacks shall be sufficient to 
allow and maintain natural stream channel processes (e.g., erosion, 
meanders) and to protect all new structures and development from such 
processes.  Prior to the approval of a Land Use permit for discretionary 
projects, County staff will determine whether sensitive biological resources 
may be present on the subject property by consulting Appendix F, the Santa 
Ynez Valley Vegetation Map; the CNDDB; and/or other P&D references.  If 
these resources may be present on the parcel or within 100 feet, the applicant 
must provide a biological survey report from a qualified biologist that 
determines whether or not the project would impact sensitive biological 
resources.  If wetlands, riparian habitats or jurisdictional waters occur on the 
property, the report would include a wetland delineation following the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (2006) procedures.  

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.5:  To protect Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh, 
Southern Vernal Pool, and other types of wetland habitats, land use 
development proposals shall include a minimum setback of 50 feet in the 
Urban and Inner-rural areas and 100 feet in the Rural areas unless this 
would preclude reasonable use of property.  The setbacks shall be measured 
from the outer edge of the habitat and can be adjusted on a case-by-case basis 
depending on the quality of the habitat and the presence of special status 
species or other sensitive biological resources. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.6:  To protect Valley Needlegrass Grassland, Coastal 
Scrub and oak woodland habitats, development shall include a minimum 
setback of 15 feet in the Urban and Inner-rural areas and 30 feet in the Rural 
areas.  The setbacks can be adjusted on a case-by-case basis depending on the 
quality of the habitat and the presence of special status species or other 
sensitive biological resources unless this would preclude reasonable use of 
property.  The establishment of setbacks shall consider CalFire clearance 
requirements to ensure that these habitats are not disturbed as a result of 
clearance requirements. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.7:  When activities permitted in stream corridors or 
wetlands would require removal of riparian plants, revegetation/restoration 
with local native plants, obtained from within as close proximity to the site 
as feasible, shall be required.  Projects resulting in impacts to stream 
corridors and wetland areas will be required to demonstrate compliance with 
the Clean Water Act and California Department of Fish and Game Code 
(e.g., permits or written confirmation that no permit is needed from the 
Corps, RWQCB and CDFG).  Mitigation ratios may be set by these agencies, 
and where impacts to stream corridors and wetlands are not under the 
jurisdiction of these agencies, mitigation ratios shall be established by the 
County. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.8:  If the presence of Valley Needlegrass Grassland, 
Coastal Scrub, Live Oak Woodland, and Valley Oak Woodland and Savanna 
habitats are confirmed by the biological survey, prior to the issuance of a 
Land Use permit for discretionary projects, the applicant shall submit a 
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restoration plan that details compensatory mitigation for any project impacts 
to or loss of such habitats.  Compensatory mitigation will be at a ratio 
prescribed by the County consistent with the County’s Deciduous Oak Tree 
Protection Ordinance, if applicable, and otherwise shall be at least 2:1 
(acreage of habitat created:acreage of habitat lost).  The restoration plan shall 
be prepared by a qualified biologist and describe on- or off-site mitigation 
areas, number of plants to be planted and source of planting stock, planting 
and maintenance schedule, and success criteria.  The County shall approve 
the length of the performance monitoring period and methods to ensure that 
success criteria are met.  If suitable mitigation areas are not available, the 
applicant may contribute funds, at an amount approved by the County, to a 
conservation fund such as the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund. 

 
 Plan Requirements and Timing: These revised and new policies and 

standards would be included the Final Santa Ynez Valley Community 
Plan.  Monitoring: Planning and Development shall ensure that 
Board of Supervisors-approved revisions to the Community Plan are 
incorporated into the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan. 

 
Mitigation Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 

BIO-1.2 Wetland Habitat Avoidance and Restoration for AHOD Site D.  To 
determine if wetlands or Waters of the U.S. or State are present at AHOD Site 
D, a biological report as described in Policy BIO-SYV-4 above shall be 
prepared and submitted with any application for development of this site 
under the Affordable Housing Overlay Designation.  If impacts to this 
drainage cannot be fully avoided, mitigation measures described in DevStd-
4.1, 4.3, and 4.6 shall be implemented. 

 
Plan Requirements and Timing:  The biological survey report shall 
be prepared by the applicant for any application for development of 
this sit under the AHOD overlay and submitted to P&D along with 
the application.  The report shall be prepared by a P&D qualified 
biologist.  Monitoring:  Planning and Development shall review the 
biological survey report prior to approval of any land use permits for 
development and shall site inspect any required avoidance of 
mitigation measures, if required, prior to issuance of grading permits 
and occupancy clearance, respectively. 

 
Significance After Mitigation:  Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Under a reasonable worst-case scenario, project impacts to sensitive habitats would not be fully 
mitigated and would remain a Class I, Significant and Unavoidable Impact.  This is due to the size 
of the Plan Area and the uncertainty that compensatory mitigation would fully replace lost 
sensitive habitat functions and values.  In addition, these areas may provide habitat for special 
status species, which may be impacted during the disturbance or temporal loss of habitat.  Refer 
to Impacts BIO-2, BIO-3, and BIO-4 for a discussion of impacts related to special status plant 
and animal species and wildlife corridors that may be associated with these habitat types. 
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Significance After Mitigation:  Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Impacts are less than significant without mitigation for AHOD Sites A, B, and C.  Mitigation 
Measure BIO-1.2 would reduce potential impacts to wetlands if present at AHOD Site D, and 
with the implementation of this mitigation measure, impacts would be reduced to Class II, less 
than significant with mitigation. 
 

Impact BIO-2 Special Status Plant Species 

 
Development within the Plan Area could potentially affect special status plant species.  As 
summarized in Table 4.5-2, there are 13 special status plant species that occur or potentially 
could occur in the Plan Area.  All of these plant species are considered species of special concern 
by the CDFG and rare by the CNPS.  None of these are federally listed threatened or 
endangered species, but one species that potentially could occur in the Plan Area is a state 
endangered species.  A given species’ extinction risk is determined by population abundance, 
distribution, population growth rate, and genetic diversity; each of these factors would be 
reduced under the implementation of the Plan.  If special status plant species are present within 
areas proposed for development, loss of individuals and their habitat would be considered a 
Class II, significant but mitigable impact.   
 
During development within the Plan Area, individual native trees likely would be removed or 
impacted.  Impacts to native trees would occur due to grading or compaction within the critical 
root zone; limbing or thinning per Fire Department fuel management requirements; changes to 
water regime due to landscape/pasture irrigation, leach fields, or creation of impervious 
surfaces; livestock denuding lower branches of leaves; the construction of permanent structures 
and roads within the critical root zone; and other types of residential activities that would affect 
the soil fungi upon which trees are associated.  Reproduction of native trees would be affected 
by livestock grazing on young trees and acorns, mowing, as well as trampling of seedlings and 
compaction of soil.  Native trees that are removed or impacted can be replaced, but due to the 
long time period required for the planted trees to possess equivalent habitat values and the fact 
that there is no assurance that these trees will be protected in the future, impacts to individual 
native trees are Class I, significant and unavoidable.   
 
Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Plan Build Out and Rezones 
 
The 20-year build out and rezoning actions under the proposed Community Plan would result 
in 821 additional primary, secondary and agricultural employee residential units.  In addition, 
development under the proposed Affordable Housing Overlay (described below) would 
potentially result in 115 additional primary residences.  The 20-year build out would result in 
approximately 555,300 square feet (sf) of additional commercial development.   
 
The potential for impacts to sensitive species from build out within the townships, where the 
majority of this new growth would occur is low, but a portion of the new primary and 
secondary residences would also occur on larger lots outside of established township areas.  For 
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development in these inner rural and rural areas, it is expected that most of these lots would be 
developed as ranchettes with equestrian or other small livestock uses.  Consequently, impacts to 
biological resources are expected throughout the entire lots, not just within the building 
footprints for the residences and associated structures.  Some of these areas may contain special 
status plant species and/or native trees.  This development would lead to the loss of habitats 
vegetated by native species that currently exists as privately owned grazing and other 
agricultural lands.  Additional development in these areas would also be expected to contribute 
to the conversion of native communities to those dominated by non-native species, and would 
also alter or interfere with existing corridors for species’ dispersal and habitat connectivity. 
 
The proposed Plan contains numerous policies and development standards which seek to 
prevent new development from impacting native habitats, and to promote denser development 
within townships.  Nevertheless, with the planned subdivision of natural areas and agricultural 
lands, and the development of new primary and secondary residences and ranchettes, a 
reduction in the amount of land suitable for special status plant species is expected upon build 
out.  At the 20-year build out horizon, assuming conservatively that approximately one quarter 
of new non-mixed use residential growth would occur outside the townships and that each unit 
would require 0.25 acres of additional structural development including new driveway area 
and accessory structures, approximately 45 acres of currently undeveloped land would be 
converted to residential and ranchette uses.  Development under the Plan, despite the proposed 
policies and standards, is expected to affect special status plant species.  This impact to special 
status plant species is considered Class I, significant and unavoidable. 
 
Native trees that are removed or affected can be replaced, but due to the long time period 
required for the planted trees to possess equivalent habitat values and the fact that there is no 
assurance that trees designated to remain on the lots will be protected in the future, impacts to 
native trees are Class I, significant and unavoidable.  
 
Careful review of new development to be in compliance with proposed policies and programs 
would reduce impacts to natural plant communities but would not completely avoid impacts to 
special status plant species without additional mitigation.  Pursuant to CEQA Appendix G, 
implementation of the Plan without additional mitigation would have a significant effect on 
special status plant species because it would substantially affect a rare or endangered species of 
animal, plant or the habitat of the species and/or substantially diminish habitat for fish, 
wildlife, or plants.  According to the Santa Barbara County (2003) definitions of significant 
impacts under CEQA, implementation of the Plan would result in significant impacts to due to 
the following:  substantially affect a rare or endangered species of animal, plant or the habitat of 
the species; substantially diminish habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants; substantially reduce or 
eliminate species diversity or abundance; substantially limit reproductive capacity through 
losses of individuals or habitat; or, impacts to individual native trees (specimen trees, rare 
species, or greater than 10% of trees on a project site).  At a program level, the impact on these 
sensitive biological resources under build out conditions would be Class I, significant and 
unavoidable.  
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Mixed-use Overlay 
 
Several blocks within the townships of Los Olivos and Santa Ynez are considered for the 
proposed Mixed-use Overlay, which is designed for in-fill of commercial and residential uses 
within the town centers.  The change in the built environment related to the application of this 
overlay would occur in already urbanized areas that are unlikely to contain special status plant 
species.  Certain projects may be subject to additional environmental review, in which special 
status plant species surveys could be prescribed.  This Plan component would therefore have a 
less than significant impact (Class III) on special status plant species. 
 
Design Control Overlay 
 
The revised Design Control Overlay intends to protect the scenic qualities, property values, and 
neighborhood character at certain key sites and corridors within the Santa Ynez Valley.  This 
overlay would not change new residential development allowances that are currently permitted 
under the existing Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, there would be no additional impacts to 
special status plant species, and impacts would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Heritage Sites Overlay 
 
The proposed Heritage Sites Overlay would designate certain parcels in the Santa Ynez Valley 
to receive a higher level of scrutiny during subdivision proposals in order to preserve the rural 
character of the area.  This overlay would reduce the potential for subdivision of large 
agricultural parcels down to the minimum parcel size allowed under the existing Zoning 
Ordinance.  Therefore, impacts to special status plant species would be reduced under this 
overlay, and would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Other Applicable Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards 
 
Applicable Community Plan policies, programs, or standards that have the potential to 
adversely affect special status plant species include the development of one or more new 
commuter parking lots and roadway widening and/or improvement projects to maintain 
acceptable levels of service.  For potential biological resource impacts resulting from new 
commuter parking lots or from roadway improvement projects, the specific location of any new 
lots is not known at this time, and a discussion of potential impacts would be speculative.  
Furthermore, such projects would be subject to site-specific environmental review and would 
be required to adhere to the biological resource protection policies of the proposed Plan such 
that potential impacts to sensitive resources would be identified along with all appropriate and 
feasible mitigation measures. 
 
Other policies, programs, and standards in the proposed Plan have an emphasis on the 
protection of natural habitats and sensitive biological resources.  The Plan includes several 
policies and development standards that could have a beneficial effect on special status plant 
communities.  These are discussed in the discussion of programmatic Mitigation Measures 
below.  In summary, proposed policies would not impact special status plant species, and many 
would serve to mitigate impacts; therefore no adverse impacts would result.  Rather, the 
proposed policies, programs, and standards may have a beneficial effect (Class IV).  
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Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Four sites within the township of Santa Ynez have been proposed to be rezoned to provide 
affordable housing under the Affordable Housing Overlay (AHOD Sites A, B, C and D).  
Rezoning would allow the property owners to develop their property at a higher density as 
long as 30% of the new units meet the criteria for low-income housing.  Development of each 
site would require additional environmental review.   
 
Impact BIO-2(A) Biological Resources: Site A 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 2.27-acre site, which could result in developing up 
to 45 affordable housing units over the entire lot.  AHOD Site A is partially developed with 
commercial and residential uses.  Due to the disturbed and developed nature of this site, it is 
unlikely that special status plant species occur.  Therefore, impacts to special status plant 
species and protected trees would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Impact BIO-2(B) Biological Resources: Site B 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 1.04-acre site, which could result in developing up 
to 20 affordable housing units over the entire lot.  AHOD Site B is occupied by the Sanja Cota 
Motor Lodge. No natural habitats exist on this site that would be suitable for special status plant 
species.  Therefore, impacts to special status plant species and protected trees would be less than 
significant (Class III). 
 
Impact BIO-2(C) Biological Resources: Site C 
 
Under the proposed Community Plan, up to 24 affordable housing units could be developed on 
this 2.0-acre property.  AHOD Site C has a single-family residence, a small orchard and an area 
of Non-native Grassland that is regularly disced.  No habitats exist on this site that would be 
suitable for special status plant species due to the level of disturbance and degree of current 
development.  Therefore, impacts to special status plant species would be less than significant 
(Class III).  Individual native trees or non-native specimen trees could potentially be impacted 
by redevelopment of this site.  If the mitigation measures described below in BIO-2.1 are 
implemented, impacts would be reduced to Class II, less than significant with mitigation. 
 
Impact BIO-2(D) Biological Resources: Site D 
 
Under the proposed Plan, up to 26 affordable housing units could be developed on this 2.2-acre 
property.  AHOD Site D is partially occupied by a single-family residence and has natural 
ephemeral drainage that passes through an area grazed by horses.  No habitats exist on this site 
that would be suitable for special status plant species due to the level of disturbance and degree 
of current development.  Therefore, impacts to special status plant species would be less than 
significant (Class III).  Individual native trees or non-native specimen trees could potentially be 
impacted by redevelopment of this site.  If the mitigation measures described below in BIO-2.1 
are implemented, impacts would be reduced to Class II, less than significant with mitigation. 
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Mitigation Measures 
 
Programmatic Mitigation 
 
The following goals, policies and development standards are included in the proposed 
Community Plan and would decrease impacts to special status plant species: 
 

DevStd FIRE-SYV-3.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.)  

Action BIO-SYV-1.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

Action BIO-SYV-3.3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-8:  Native protected trees and non-native specimen trees shall be 
preserved to the maximum extent feasible.  Non-native specimen trees are defined for the 
purposes of this policy as mature trees that are healthy and structurally sound and have 
grown into the natural stature particular to the species.  Native or non-native trees that 
have unusual scenic or aesthetic quality, have important historic value, or are unique due 
to species type or location shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-8.1:  A “native protected tree” is at least six inches in diameter as 
measured at breast height (DBH = 4.5 feet above level ground).  A “non-native specimen 
tree” is at least 25 inches DBH.  Areas to be protected from grading, paving, and other 
disturbances shall generally avoid the critical root zone (a circular area around a tree 
trunk with a radius equivalent to one foot for each inch of diameter at breast height). 

DevStd BIO-SYV-8.2:  Development shall be sited and designed at an appropriate size 
and scale to avoid damage to native protected trees (e.g., sycamore, cottonwood, willow, 
etc.), non-native roosting and nesting trees, and non-native protected trees by 
incorporating buffer areas, clustering, or other appropriate measures.  Mature protected 
trees that have grown into the natural stature particular to the species should receive 
priority for preservation over other immature, protected trees.  Where native protected 
trees are removed, they shall be replaced in a manner consistent with County standard 
conditions for tree replacement. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-14:  Where sensitive plant species and sensitive animal species are 
found pursuant to the review of a discretionary project, efforts shall be made to preserve 
the habitat in which they are located to the maximum extent feasible.  For the purpose of 
this policy, sensitive plant species are those species that appear on a list in the California 
Native Plant Society’s Inventory of Endangered Vascular Plants of California.  Sensitive 
animal species are those listed as endangered, threatened or candidate species by the 
California Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  (Note:  
This measure is revised under BIO-2.1.) 
 

In addition the following measure is required to more effectively ensure the protection of 
special status plant species within the Plan Area.  

 
BIO-2.1 Protection of Special Status Plan Species.  The Plan shall be revised 

to enhance protection of special status plant species. 
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Mitigation Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
No special status plant species or protected individual trees are expected to occur on AHOD 
sites A and B.  For AHOD Sites C and D, surveys shall be conducted to determine whether 
protected tree species occur following Policy SYV-BIO-8 above. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
As a reasonable worst-case scenario, project impacts to special status plant species would not be 
fully mitigated and would remain a Class I, Significant and Unavoidable Impact.  This is due to the 
uncertainty concerning whether compensatory mitigation would successfully re-establish lost 
or impacted rare plant populations, and the long time period required for planted trees to 
possess similar habitat functions and values.  In addition, impacted areas may provide habitat 
for special status animal species, which may be impacted during the disturbance or temporal 
loss of habitat.  Refer to Impacts BIO-3 and BIO-4 for a discussion of impacts related to special 
status animal species and wildlife corridors. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Impacts are less than significant without mitigation for AHOD Sites A and B.  If protected trees 
are present on AHOD Sites C or D, and if the above mitigation measure is implemented, 
impacts would be reduced to Class II, less than significant with mitigation. 
 

Impact BIO-3 Special Status Animal Species 

 
Thirty-four special status animal species occur or potentially could occur in the Plan Area (Table 
5.4-3).   Of these, 7 are federally listed as threatened or endangered.  These species include the 
California condor, least Bell’s vireo, southwestern willow flycatcher, California tiger 
salamander, California red-legged frog, southern California steelhead, and vernal pool fairy 
shrimp.  Four species are listed by the state as threatened or endangered species, and include 
the bald eagle, California condor, least Bell’s vireo, southwestern willow flycatcher.  The bald 
eagle, California condor, golden eagle, and white-tailed kite are listed as fully protected by the 
state.  Twenty-eight species are listed as California Species of Special Concern.  These include 
the American badger, pallid bat, San Diego desert woodrat, Townsend’s big-eared bat, western 
mastiff bat, burrowing owl, California horned lark, Cooper’s hawk, double-crested cormorant, 
ferruginous hawk, golden eagle, loggerhead shrike, merlin, northern harrier, sharp-shinned 
hawk, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow, tricolored blackbird, yellow-breasted chat, 
yellow warbler, California legless lizard, California red-legged frog, California tiger 
salamander, California horned lizard, southern Pacific pond turtle, two-striped garter snake, 
western spadefoot, arroyo chub, and southern California steelhead.  If only introduced 
populations of the arroyo chub occur in the Plan Area, these populations would not be 
considered to be species of special concern.  Active nests of most bird species, including those 
not otherwise listed, are also protected under California Fish and Game Code and the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act. 
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Impacts to special status animal species include direct and indirect impacts over short- and 
long-term time periods.  Overall, the implementation of the Plan would result in decreased 
population sizes, loss of suitable habitat, fragmentation of suitable habitat, and decrease in 
dispersal.  These effects combined could lead to the extirpation of populations and decline of 
the species’ in general.  Species’ extinction risk is determined by population abundance, 
distribution, population growth rate, and genetic diversity; each of these factors would be 
reduced under the implementation of the Plan.   
 
Direct mortality due to construction activities can occur through grading that would kill 
subterranean or less mobile species, as well as vehicular strikes due to increased traffic levels.  
Indirect impacts during construction include noise and other disturbance that could interrupt 
breeding, foraging and nesting activities.  Conversion of undeveloped areas to residential, 
commercial, or ranchette uses would result in the long-term loss of suitable habitat areas.  Most 
of the special status animal species that can occur in the Plan Area are not able to utilize areas 
that are converted to these types of land uses.  Long-term direct impacts of the Plan include 
increased mortality due to vehicle strikes from increased traffic levels, and predation from 
domestic dogs and cats or animals associated with human occupation such as raccoons.  Long-
term indirect impacts include interference with critical behaviors such as nesting, breeding and 
foraging due to human activity, lighting, and rodenticide use.  Under the 20-year build out 
conditions, many species would not be able to disperse through the Plan Area because no large 
wildlife movement corridors have been designated.  Contamination of aquatic habitats is 
expected to occur from runoff of pesticides and fertilizers; other non-point source contaminants 
associated with residential areas such as oil, antifreeze and plastics; heavy metals from brake 
dust and other vehicle-related debris; hydrocarbons from asphalt; and, sediment and nutrient 
runoff from livestock areas.  Other impacts could occur from changes in hydrology such as 
disruption of flow patterns, alterations to drainages and tributaries, installation of culverts and 
other road crossings, and decreased ground water due to the installation of wells and pumping 
for residential and agricultural uses. 
 
Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Plan Build Out and Rezones 
 
The 20-year build out and rezoning actions under the proposed Community Plan would result 
in 821 additional primary, secondary and agricultural employee residential units.  In addition, 
development under the proposed Affordable Housing Overlay (described below) would 
potentially result in 115 additional primary residences.  The 20-year build out would result in 
approximately 555,300 square feet (sf) of additional commercial development.   
 
While much of the residential build out and the majority of the commercial build out would 
occur in the township areas, a sizeable component of the residential build out potential is 
through the subdivision or further development of large agriculturally-zoned parcels outside of 
the townships.  For the build out component in these in rural and inner rural areas, it is 
expected that many of these lots would be developed as ranchettes with equestrian or other 
small livestock uses.  Consequently, impacts to biological resources in these areas are expected 
throughout the entire lots, not just within the building footprints for the residences and 
associated structures.   
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This development would lead to the loss of natural areas that currently exists as privately 
owned grazing and other agricultural lands.  Some of these areas may contain special status 
animal species.  The dispersal of additional development throughout the Plan Area will result 
in an increase in the amount of the Plan Area that can only support species adapted to human 
occupation and disturbance.  Additional development in these areas would also be expected to 
contribute to the conversion of native communities to those dominated by non-native species, 
and would also alter or interfere with existing corridors for species’ dispersal and habitat 
connectivity. 
 
The proposed Plan contains numerous policies and development standards that seek to prevent 
new development from impacting native habitats, and to promote denser development within 
townships.  Nevertheless, with the planned subdivision of natural areas and agricultural lands, 
and the development of new primary and secondary residences and ranchettes, a reduction in 
the amount of land suitable for special status animal species is expected upon build out.  At the 
20-year build out horizon, assuming conservatively that approximately one quarter of new non-
mixed use residential growth would occur outside the townships and that each unit would 
require 0.25 acres of additional structural development including new driveway area and 
accessory structures, approximately 45 acres of currently undeveloped land would be converted 
to residential and ranchette uses.  Development under the Plan, despite the proposed policies 
and standards, is expected to affect special status animal species.  This impact to special status 
animal species is considered Class I, significant and unavoidable. 
 
Careful review of new development proposals in compliance with proposed policies and 
programs would reduce impacts to biological resources but would not completely avoid 
impacts to special status animal species.  Pursuant to CEQA Appendix G, implementation of the 
Plan would have a significant effect on special status animal species because it would 
substantially affect a rare or endangered species of animal, plant or the habitat of the species 
and/or substantially diminish habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants.  According to the Santa 
Barbara County (2003) definitions of significant impacts under CEQA, implementation of the 
Plan would result in significant impacts due to the following:  substantially affect a rare or 
endangered species of animal, plant or the habitat of the species; substantially diminish habitat 
for fish, wildlife, or plants; substantially reduce or eliminate species diversity or abundance; 
substantially limit reproductive capacity through losses of individuals or habitat; interfere 
substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; 
substantially reduce or eliminate quantity or quality of nesting areas; substantially limit 
reproductive capacity through losses of individuals or habitat; substantially fragment, 
eliminate, or otherwise disrupt foraging areas and/or access to food sources; or, substantially 
limit or fragment range and movement/dispersal.  At a program level, the impact on special 
status animal species under build out conditions would be Class I, significant and unavoidable.  
 
Mixed-use Overlay 
 
Several blocks within the townships of Los Olivos and Santa Ynez are considered for the 
proposed Mixed-use Overlay, which is designed for in-fill of commercial and residential uses 
within the town centers.  The change in the built environment related to the application of this 
overlay would occur in already urbanized areas that do not support special status animal 
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species.  This Plan component would therefore have a less than significant impact (Class III) on 
special status animal species. 
 
Design Control Overlay 
 
The revised Design Control Overlay intends to protect the scenic qualities, property values, and 
neighborhood character at certain key sites and corridors within the Santa Ynez Valley.  This 
overlay would not change new residential development allowances that are currently permitted 
under the existing Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, there would be no additional impacts to 
special status animal species, and impacts would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Heritage Sites Overlay 
 
The proposed Heritage Sites Overlay would designate certain parcels in the Santa Ynez Valley 
to receive a higher level of scrutiny during subdivision proposals in order to preserve the rural 
character of the area.  This overlay would reduce the potential for subdivision of large 
agricultural parcels down to the minimum parcel size allowed under the existing Zoning 
Ordinance.  Therefore, impacts to special status animal species would be reduced under this 
overlay, and would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Other Applicable Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards 
 
Applicable Community Plan policies, programs, or standards that have the potential to 
adversely affect special status animal species include the development of one or more new 
commuter parking lots and roadway widening and/or improvement projects to maintain 
acceptable levels of service.  For potential biological resource impacts resulting from new 
commuter parking lots or from roadway improvement projects, the specific location of any new 
lots is not known at this time, and a discussion of potential impacts would be speculative.  
Furthermore, such projects would be subject to site-specific environmental review and would 
be required to adhere to the biological resource protection policies of the proposed Plan such 
that potential impacts to special status animal species would be identified along with all 
appropriate and feasible mitigation measures. 
 
Other policies, programs, and standards in the proposed Plan have an emphasis on the 
protection of natural habitats and special status animal species.  The Plan includes several 
policies and development standards that could have a beneficial effect on special status animal 
communities.  These are discussed in the discussion of programmatic Mitigation Measures 
below.  In summary, proposed policies would not impact special status animal species, and 
many would serve to mitigate impacts; therefore no adverse impacts would result.  Rather, the 
proposed policies, programs, and standards may have a beneficial effect (Class IV). 
 
Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Four sites within the township of Santa Ynez have been proposed to be rezoned to provide 
affordable housing under the Affordable Housing Overlay (AHOD Sites A, B, C and D).  
Rezoning would allow the property owners to develop their property at a higher density as 
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long as 30% of the new units meet the criteria for low-income housing.  Development of each 
site would require additional environmental review.   
 
Impact BIO-3(A) Biological Resources: Site A 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 2.27-acre site, which could result in developing up 
to 45 affordable housing units over the entire lot.  AHOD Site A is partially developed with 
commercial and residential uses.  Due to the disturbed and developed nature of this site, it is 
unlikely that special status animal species occur; however, the Townsend’s big-eared bat and 
western mastiff bat could roost on the buildings.  Nesting birds protected under the MBTA may 
be present in vegetation and on buildings.  Potential impacts to bat and bird species can be 
avoided through the mitigation measures described below.  The creation of new structures 
would replace the habitat that is lost.  Therefore, impacts to special status animal species would 
be Class II, less than significant with mitigation. 
 
Impact BIO-3(B) Biological Resources: Site B 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 1.04-acre site, which could result in developing up 
to 20 affordable housing units over the entire lot.  AHOD Site B is occupied by the Sanja Cota 
Motor Lodge.  No natural habitats exist on this site that would be suitable for special status 
animal species; however, the Townsend’s big-eared bat and western mastiff bat could roost on 
the buildings.  Nesting birds protected under the MBTA may be present in vegetation and on 
buildings.  Potential impacts to bat and bird species can be avoided through the mitigation 
measures described below.  The creation of new structures would replace the habitat that is lost.  
Therefore, impacts to special status animal species would be Class II, less than significant with 
mitigation. 
 
Impact BIO-3(C) Biological Resources: Site C 
 
Under the proposed Community Plan, up to 24 affordable housing units could be developed on 
this 2.0-acre property.  AHOD Site C has a single-family residence, a small orchard and an area 
of Non-native Grassland that is regularly disked.  No natural habitats exist on this site that 
would be suitable for special status animal species; however, the Townsend’s big-eared bat and 
western mastiff bat could roost on the buildings.  Nesting birds protected under the MBTA may 
be present in vegetation and on buildings.  Potential impacts to bat and bird species can be 
avoided through the mitigation measures described below.  The creation of new structures 
would replace the habitat that is lost.  Therefore, impacts to special status animal species would 
be Class II, less than significant with mitigation. 
 
Impact BIO-3(D) Biological Resources: Site D 
 
Under the proposed Plan, up to 26 affordable housing units could be developed on this 2.2-acre 
property.  AHOD Site D is partially occupied by a single-family residence and has natural 
ephemeral drainage that passes through an area grazed by horses.  The drainage did not have 
water deep enough for California red-legged frogs, western spadefoot, fish species or the two-
striped garter snake.  The habitat was not suitable for vernal pool fairy shrimp.  Townsend’s 
big-eared bat and western mastiff bat could roost on the buildings.  Nesting birds protected 
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under the MBTA may be present in vegetation and on buildings.  Potential impacts to bat and 
bird species can be avoided through the mitigation measures described below.  The creation of 
new structures would replace any bat roosting habitat that is lost.  Therefore, impacts to special 
status animal species would be Class II, less than significant with mitigation. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
Programmatic Mitigation 
 
The following goals, policies and development standards are included in the proposed 
Community Plan and would decrease impacts to special status animal species: 
 

POLICY WW-SYV-2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.4:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.5:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.6:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.7:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd WW-SYV-2.8:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

GOAL BIO-SYV:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

Action BIO-SYV-1.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

Action BIO-SYV-1.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

Action BIO-SYV-3.3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-4:  (Text as revised in BIO-1.1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.2:  Only fully shielded night lighting shall be used near stream 
corridors.  Light fixtures shall be directed away from the stream channel. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.4:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-5:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-5.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-5.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-5.3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-6:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-7:  Southern California steelhead trout is a federally listed 
endangered species that shall be protected. 
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DevStd BIO-SYV-7.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-7.2:  Development activity in streams and riparian corridors 
downstream of Bradbury Dam shall be subject to the “Guidelines for Salmonid Passage 
at Stream Crossings” prepared by the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-9:  Trees serving as known raptor nesting sites or key raptor roosting 
sites shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 

DevStd BIO-SYV-9.1:  A buffer (to be determined on a case-by-case basis) shall be 
established around trees serving as raptor nesting sites or key roosting sites. 

POLICY BIO-SYV-10:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.). 

DevStd BIO-SYV-10.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-10.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-11:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-12: (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-13:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.)   

DevStd BIO-SYV-13.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-14:  (Text as revised in BIO-2.1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-1.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-1.2:  (Text as revised in BIO-1.2.) 

POLICY FLD-SYV-2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-2.5:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY FLD-SYV-3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY FLD-SYV-4:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

DevStd FLD-SYV-4.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 
 

The following measure is required to be revised to ensure the protection of special status animal 
species within the Plan Area.  
 

BIO-3.1 Special Status Animal Species Surveys and Mitigation.   The Plan 
does not contain provisions for Species of Special Concern that are 
listed by the state.  The Plan shall be revised and the following 
development standards added:  

 
DevStd BIO-SYV-14.1:  (Text contained under BIO-2.1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-14.4:  When special status  animal species are found for 
discretionary projects, or if the project may affect nesting birds protected 
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under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), the applicant shall submit to 
the County a mitigation and monitoring plan that details protections for 
individuals during construction and compensatory habitat mitigation, if 
applicable.  The mitigation plan shall contain the following elements: 

 Worker environmental training; 
 On-site biological monitoring; 
 Project avoidance and/or minimization measures, including work 

window restrictions; 
 Habitat protective measures, such as buffer area fencing, spill 

prevention, sedimentation and erosion control measures, and trash 
containment guidelines; 

 Pre-construction surveys (including nesting bird surveys), and a species 
removal and relocation plan (compliance with the federal Endangered 
Species Act and California Fish and Game Code is required for the 
handling and relocation of listed species) or methods to avoid individuals 
and allow them to leave the site on their own, along with exclusionary 
measures to prevent individuals from returning to the work area; 

 Minimization measures to avoid the introduction and establishment of 
non-native species; 

 Revegetation plans for temporary impacts to significant habitat areas 
using native species; and 

 A compensatory mitigation (on- or off-site habitat enhancement or 
creation) plan, if the County determines that significant habitat areas 
used by special status animal species will permanently be impacted. 

 
 Plan Requirements and Timing: These standards would be included 

the Final Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan.  Monitoring: Planning 
and Development shall ensure that Board of Supervisors-approved 
revisions to the Community Plan are incorporated into the Santa Ynez 
Valley Community Plan. 

 
Mitigation Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
The following mitigation measure shall be added to the Plan to minimize impacts to special 
status bat species and nesting birds protected under the MBTA for the development of the 
AHOD sites A, B, C, and D: 
 

BIO-3.2 Special Status Bat Species and Nesting Bird Mitigation.  Special 
status bat species may roost on the buildings that would be removed 
during the development of the AHOD sites.  In addition, bird species 
that are protected under the MBTA may nest within the buildings or 
landscaping within the lots.  The Plan shall be revised to include the 
following policy and development standards: 

 
POLICY BIO-SYV-16:  Development of the AHOD Sites A, B, C, and D 
shall include provisions to minimize impacts to special status bat species and 
nesting birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). 
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DevStd BIO-SYV-16.1:  When special status species are present, demolition 
of the existing structures or removal of trees and shrubs shall be restricted to 
the time period when birds protected under the MBTA are not nesting and 
when special status bat species are not present in the area, February 15th 
through August 31st. 
 
DevStd BIO-SYV-16.2:  If the work window restriction listed in DevStd 
BIO-SYV-16.1 cannot be followed, surveys for bat roosts shall be conducted 
by a qualified biologist.  If bats are found, they shall be allowed to leave the 
site and then bat exclusionary structures shall be installed.  New 
construction shall contain features (such as bat houses) that provide suitable 
roost sites that would accommodate twice as many bats as were found during 
the survey. 
 
DevStd BIO-SYV-16.3:  If the work window restriction listed in DevStd 
BIO-SYV-16.1 cannot be followed, surveys for nesting birds shall be 
conducted by a qualified biologist.  If active nests are found, a 200-foot buffer 
around the nest shall be established.  No work shall be conducted in buffer 
areas until the young have fledged. 

 
 Plan Requirements and Timing: This policy and the associated 

development standards would be included the Final Santa Ynez 
Valley Community Plan.  Monitoring: Planning and Development 
shall ensure that Board of Supervisors-approved revisions to the 
Community Plan are incorporated into the Santa Ynez Valley 
Community Plan. 

 
Significance After Mitigation:  Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
As a reasonable worst-case scenario, project impacts to special status animal species would not 
be fully mitigated and would remain a Class I, Significant and Unavoidable Impact.  This is due to 
the loss of suitable habitat within the Plan Area, which would result in reduced population 
sizes.  Refer to Impact BIO-4 for a discussion of impacts the loss of wildlife movement corridors. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
If the above mitigation measures are implemented, impacts to special status animal species 
would be avoided or mitigated, such that impacts would be reduced to Class II, less than 
significant with mitigation. 
 

Impact BIO-4 Wildlife Corridors 

 
Under the Plan, significant areas that are currently in cattle grazing or are open space would be 
converted to ranchettes and urban development.  In particular, considerable acreage of open 
space that is suitable for north-south animal movement exists on the western and eastern ends 
of the Plan Area.  Under the Plan, development would be allowed in these areas at a density 
that would not be conducive for the movement of many animal species.  Increased agricultural 
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development, such as the creation of vineyards, may also impact animal dispersal due to 
fencing and the conversion of suitable habitat to land uses that are incompatible with wildlife 
movement corridors.  Infill at the core of the Plan Area, especially in the areas between Solvang 
and Los Olivos, will also reduce the potential for animal movement in an east-west direction.  
Under 20-year build out conditions, the only remaining wildlife corridors would be at the Santa 
Ynez River and along the narrow riparian corridors of the tributaries to the Santa Ynez.  The 
creation of roads throughout the Plan Area will further reduce animal movement and increase 
mortality, leading to decreased population sizes, fragmented habitats, and decreased gene flow 
between populations.  These effects will result in the decline of many common and several 
special status wildlife species throughout the region. 
 
Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
Plan Build Out and Rezones 
 
The 20-year build out and rezoning actions under the proposed Community Plan would result 
in additional development and loss of habitat, which would have an effect on existing wildlife 
corridors.  Additional development of new primary and secondary residences, while 
concentrated in the townships, would have some dispersal throughout the inner-rural and rural 
areas of the Plan Area in areas that are currently open space.  The 20-year build out and 
rezoning actions under the proposed Community Plan are estimated to result in the loss of 
approximately 45 acres that are currently undeveloped and/or are used for agricultural 
purposes in these rural and inner-rural areas. 
 
This dispersal of additional development throughout the Plan Area will result in an increase in 
area that supports mainly those species adapted to human occupation and disturbance.  
Additional development in these areas would be expected to alter or interfere with existing 
corridors for species’ dispersal and habitat connectivity.  For new subdivisions and residences 
on larger lots outside of established township areas, it is expected that most of these lots would 
be developed as ranchettes with equestrian or other small livestock uses.  Consequently, 
impacts to biological resources are expected throughout the entire lots, not just within the 
building footprints for the residences and associated structures.  This type of development, 
along with associated roads, driveways, and human activity, would result in barriers to 
dispersal for many types of animal species. 
 
The proposed Plan contains numerous policies and development standards that seek to prevent 
new development from impacting native habitats.  Nevertheless, with the anticipated 
subdivision of undeveloped and agricultural lands, and the development of new residences and 
ranchettes, loss of species’ habitat would be expected upon build out.  Pursuant to CEQA 
Appendix G, implementation of the Plan would have a significant impact because it would 
interfere substantially with the movement of resident or migratory fish or wildlife species.  
According to the Santa Barbara County (2003) definitions of significant impacts under CEQA, 
implementation of the Plan would result in significant impacts because implementation of the 
Plan would interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species; substantially fragment, eliminate, or otherwise disrupt foraging areas and/or 
access to food sources; and, substantially limit or fragment range and movement/dispersal.  
Impacts to wildlife corridors under Plan build-out would be Class I, significant and unavoidable. 
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Mixed-use Overlay 
 
Several blocks within the townships of Los Olivos and Santa Ynez are considered for the 
proposed Mixed-use Overlay, which is designed for in-fill of commercial and residential uses 
within the town centers.  The change in the built environment related to the application of this 
overlay would occur in already urbanized areas that do not contain habitat suitable for most 
wildlife species.  This Plan component would therefore have a less than significant impact (Class 
III) on wildlife corridors. 
 
Design Control Overlay 
 
The revised Design Control Overlay intends to protect the scenic qualities, property values, and 
neighborhood character at certain key sites and corridors within the Santa Ynez Valley.  This 
overlay would not change new residential development allowances that are currently permitted 
under the existing Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, there would be no additional impacts to 
wildlife corridors, and impacts would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Heritage Sites Overlay 
 
The proposed Heritage Sites Overlay would designate certain parcels in the Santa Ynez Valley 
to receive a higher level of scrutiny during subdivision proposals in order to preserve the rural 
character of the area.  This overlay would reduce the potential for subdivision of large 
agricultural parcels down to the minimum parcel size allowed under the existing Zoning 
Ordinance.  Therefore, impacts to wildlife corridors would be reduced under this overlay, and 
would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Other Applicable Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards 
 
Potential impacts of other Community Plan Policies, Programs, and Standards include the 
development of one or more new commuter parking lots and roadway widening and/or 
improvement projects to maintain acceptable levels of service.  Potential impacts on existing 
wildlife corridors would not be expected from the development of one or more commuter 
parking lots, as such development would be expected on relatively flat land without the 
introduction of new migration barriers.  Potential impacts resulting from roadway 
improvement projects are possible, particularly if new roadways are built or culverts required; 
however, the specific location and design of any infrastructure improvements is not known at 
this time, and a discussion of potential impacts would be speculative.  Furthermore, such 
projects would be subject to site-specific environmental review and would be required to 
adhere to the biological resource protection policies of the proposed Plan such that potential 
impacts to wildlife corridors would be identified along with all appropriate and feasible 
mitigation measures. 
 
Other policies, programs, and standards in the proposed Plan that would pertain to wildlife 
corridors have an emphasis on the protection of such corridors, as well as biological resources 
in general.  The Plan includes policies and development standards that could have a beneficial 
effect on wildlife corridors.  These are discussed in the discussion of programmatic Mitigation 
Measures below.  In summary, proposed policies would not impact wildlife corridors, and 
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many would serve to mitigate impacts; therefore no adverse impacts would result.  Rather, the 
proposed policies, programs, and standards may have a beneficial effect (Class IV). 
 
Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Four sites within the township of Santa Ynez have been proposed to be rezoned to provide 
affordable housing under the Affordable Housing Overlay (AHOD Sites A, B, C and D).  
Rezoning would allow the property owners to develop their property at a higher density as 
long as 30% of the new units meet the criteria for low-income housing.  Development of each 
site would require additional environmental review.   
 
Impact BIO-4(A) Biological Resources: Site A 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 2.27-acre site, which could result in developing up 
to 45 affordable housing units over the entire lot.  AHOD Site A is partially developed with 
commercial and residential uses.  Due to the location of this site and its disturbed and 
developed nature, it is unlikely that this site is important for wildlife movement or dispersal.  
Therefore, impacts to wildlife corridors would be Class III, less than significant. 
 
Impact BIO-4(B) Biological Resources: Site B 
 
The Community Plan proposes to rezone this 1.04-acre site, which could result in developing up 
to 20 affordable housing units over the entire lot.  AHOD Site B is occupied by the Sanja Cota 
Motor Lodge.  Due to the location of this site and its developed condition, it is unlikely that this 
site is important for wildlife movement or dispersal.  Therefore, impacts to wildlife corridors 
would be Class III, less than significant. 
 
Impact BIO-4(C) Biological Resources: Site C 
 
Under the proposed Community Plan, up to 24 affordable housing units could be developed on 
this 2.0-acre property.  AHOD Site C has a single-family residence, a small orchard and an area 
of Non-native Grassland that is regularly disced.  Due to the location of this site and its 
disturbed and developed nature, it is unlikely that this site is important for wildlife movement 
or dispersal.  Therefore, impacts to wildlife corridors would be Class III, less than significant. 
 
Impact BIO-4(D) Biological Resources: Site D 
 
Under the proposed Plan, up to 26 affordable housing units could be developed on this 2.2-acre 
property.  AHOD Site D is partially occupied by a single-family residence and has natural 
ephemeral drainage that passes through an area grazed by horses.  Due to the location of this 
site and its disturbed and developed nature, it is unlikely that this site is important for wildlife 
movement or dispersal.  Therefore, impacts to wildlife corridors would be Class III, less than 
significant. 
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Mitigation Measures 
 
Programmatic Mitigation 
 
The following goals, policies and development standards are included in the proposed 
Community Plan and would decrease impacts to wildlife corridors: 
 

POLICY BIO-SYV-1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

Action BIO-SYV-1.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

Action BIO-SYV-1.2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-2:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 
 
DevStd BIO-SYV-3.1:  Development shall not interrupt major wildlife travel corridors.  
Typical wildlife corridors include riparian corridors and other natural areas that provide 
connections between habitat and plant communities. 
 
Action BIO-SYV-3.3:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 

POLICY BIO-SYV-4:  (Text as revised in BIO-1.1.) 

DevStd BIO-SYV-4.1:  (Text contained under Impact BIO-1.) 
 
DevStd FLD-SYV-1.2:  (Text as revised in BIO-1.2.) 

 
The following development standard is required to be revised to better ensure the protection of 
wildlife corridors within the Plan Area.  
 

BIO-4.1 Wildlife Corridors.  Development Standard BIO-SYV-3.1 in the Plan 
shall be revised as follows:  

 
 DevStd BIO-SYV-3.1:  Development shall not interrupt major wildlife travel 

corridors.  Typical wildlife corridors include riparian corridors and other 
natural areas that provide connections between habitat and plant 
communities habitats, rivers, streams and floodplains, and unfragmented 
areas of grassland, oak woodland, and coastal scrub.  Corridors shall allow 
for wildlife movement.  Where practical, options for road under-crossings 
shall be explored. 

 
 Plan Requirements and Timing: This development standard would 

be included the Final Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan.  
Monitoring: Planning and Development shall ensure that Board of 
Supervisors-approved revisions to the Community Plan are 
incorporated into the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan. 
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Mitigation Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Significant wildlife corridors are not expected to be present on any of the AHOD sites, therefore 
no mitigation is required. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Programmatic Impacts of the Plan 
 
As a reasonable worst-case scenario, Plan impacts to wildlife corridors would not be fully 
mitigated and would remain a Class I, Significant and Unavoidable Impact.  This is due to the 
uncertainty concerning whether sufficient lands are available in suitable habitat areas, and if 
corridor maintenance efforts would be effective in providing movement opportunities similar to 
those that exist under present conditions.  Even with the implementation of the revised DevStd 
BIO-SYV-3.1, further construction of roads and increased traffic will result in decreased 
dispersal of wildlife species. 
 
Significance After Mitigation:  Impacts Related to Development of AHOD Sites 
 
Impacts to wildlife corridors resulting from the development of the AHOD sites are Class III, 
less than significant without mitigation. 
 

Impact BIO-5 Cumulative Impacts on Biological Resources 

 
This assessment of the significance of cumulative impacts to biological resources is based upon: 
 

 The cumulative contribution of the impacts from other approved and proposed 
development to biological resources in general in the Plan Area vicinity; 

 The loss of special status habitats and species; 
 Contribution of the Plan to urban and suburban expansion into natural areas; and 
 Fragmentation and isolation of natural habitats and plant and animal populations 

within the Plan Area by future projects in the vicinity. 
 
Implementation of the Plan would have the potential to contribute to cumulative biological 
impacts in the Santa Ynez Valley Area.  These impacts are discussed in detail above and include 
the loss of foraging and breeding habitat for special status and common species; contribution to 
the decline of special status species; fragmentation of habitat, isolation of populations; and 
decreased movement opportunities.   
 
The impacts of the Plan, including the 20-year Plan build out, would be combined with 
cumulative impacts resulting from development contemplated in the Buellton and Solvang 
General Plans as well as build out of the Chumash Reservation.  General Plan build out in the 
City of Buellton would result in approximately 1,814 additional residential units and 1,197,730 
sf of new commercial development.  Build out under Solvang’s General Plan will result in 
approximately 532 additional residential units, and 115,436 sf of new commercial development.  
An additional 72 residential units is estimated to accommodate 2030 growth projections on the 
Chumash Reservation.  
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In addition to growth from build out projections of the Plan and similar build out projections 
from other jurisdictions with in the Santa Ynez Valley, a few projects, programs, or initiatives 
would have the potential for additional growth in the Valley: for example, the Santa Barbara 
County Uniform Rules Update, the Winery Permit Process Ordinance, the Bradley Lands 
Annexation project in Santa Maria, the Los Alamos Community Plan, and the UCSB Long 
Range Development Plan. The Santa Barbara County Uniform Rules Update is estimated to 
result in the development of approximately 78 additional residential units throughout the 
agricultural areas of the Santa Ynez Valley Area.  The Winery Permit Process Ordinance that 
was adopted in 2004 may encourage the additional development of small, low intensity 
wineries in the Valley.   
 
The cumulative development of the Santa Ynez Valley area would be expected to gradually 
convert natural habitats and undeveloped areas to urban, ranchette, and intensified agricultural 
uses.   
 
As discussed above, a number of policies and development standards are proposed as part of 
the Community Plan serve to minimize impacts to biological resources in the Plan Area.  
Policies, development standards, and programs for protection of biological resources and 
habitat are also set forth in the adopted General Plans of Solvang and Buellton.  Mitigation 
measures for the Plan Area have been designated herein to further reduce these impacts.  
However, these measures would not pertain to areas in the Santa Ynez Valley outside of the 
Plan Area, nor would these measures fully avoid impacts to biological resources or reduce 
impacts to a less than significant level within the Plan Area.  Impacts to biological resources 
from the areas outside of the Plan Area would add to the impacts expected in the Plan Area, 
which were determined to be significant on a program level in the following categories: impacts 
on sensitive biological habitats, including oak woodlands; impacts to special status plant 
species; impacts to special status animal species; and alteration or disruption of wildlife 
corridors.   
 
The combined effect of cumulative development is anticipated to result in significant and 
unavoidable (Class I) cumulative impacts to biological resources.  Due to the amount of 
development that the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan itself would facilitate, the Plan’s 
contribution to this impact would be considerable on a cumulative basis. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
In consideration of the total impacts possible under plan build out, no feasible additional 
mitigation measures are available to reduce cumulative impacts to biological resources below a 
level of significance.  
 
Significance After Mitigation 
 
The Community Plan’s cumulative impacts to biological resources in the greater Santa Ynez 
Valley area would remain Class I, significant and unavoidable, and no mitigation measures are 
available to fully address this impact. 
 
 


