
POLE SIGN BACKGROUND AND POLICY 

Background 
At the February 27, 2008 meeting during the public comment period Mr. Bernard 
Rosenson voiced the following: 

He is seeking public and SunPAC input on how to handle the Big Yellow House 
sign, which has become a landmark in Summerland. He explained he would like 
to retain the sign and pole, yet reface the content with the new name of the 
restaurant; “The Yellow Rose”. He noted without community guidance, the sign 
may be torn down.  

 

After Mr. Rosenson spoke a discussion ensued and the SunPAC agendized the issue to 
the March 19, 2008 meeting.  It is important to note that the SunPAC may use this as a 
case study; however, the SunPAC, as a body, may not comment on current planning 
projects.  Comments and decisions must pertain to the issue of signage in Summerland 
and considerations for design.  

 
The adoption of the Summerland Community Plan included the adoption of Special 
Sign Standards for Summerland.  These were and are intended to supplement the 
County of Santa Barbara Land Use Development Code (LUDC) Sign Requirements, 
LUDC Section 35.38.080. Any signs not addressed in the Special Sign Requirements for 
Summerland are subject to the County’s Sign requirements.  Sections pertaining to signs 
allowed in the Summerland C-1 zone, nonconforming signs, and modifications to signs 
are included below. 
 
Summary and Big Yellow House Sign Project Status 
• The Big Yellow House sign project is currently under review and proposes the existing 

pole sign to be removed and replaced with a code compliant sign.  The project will 
be reviewed by the SBAR on March 14, 2008.  Staff will provide additional 
information at the March 19, 2008 meeting regarding the result of the meeting and 
comments from the SBAR, public and input from County Counsel. 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE SUMMERLAND COMMUNITY PLAN 
The Summerland Community Plan refers to both the “Sign Guidelines” for Summerland 
(“Special Sign Standards for Summerland” codified in the LUDC) as the authoritative 
policies governing signs, as follows: 
Summerland Community Plan, Section I – Visual Aesthetics: 
Action VIS-S-2.3: The County shall adopt Sign Guidelines to direct the County BAR.  
These guidelines shall be approved by the Board of Supervisors, the Planning 
Commission and the County BAR. 

a. The Sign Guidelines shall specify what are permissible signs, including the number, 
size, type, and placement of signs allowable on buildings; 

b. Construction and illumination specifications shall be included in the Sign Guidelines; 

c. Regulations for prohibited signs and definitions for sign exemptions shall be specified 
in the Sign Guidelines; 

d. Sign applications shall follow the procedure set forth in the Santa Barbara County 
Sign Ordinance (#2077), or its successor; and 
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e. The Santa Barbara County Resource Management Department shall enforce both 

the Sign Guidelines and the Summerland BAR actions regarding sign approval. 
[accomplished with the adoption of the Summerland Community Plan, 1992] 

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA LUDC SPECIAL SIGN STANDARDS FOR SUMMERLAND 
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COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA LUDC SIGN “ORDINANCE” (COUNTYWIDE) 
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COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA LUDC SIGN DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES 
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