
 

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA LANGUAGE ON MODIFICATIONS AND VARIANCES  

 

BACKGROUND 

At the February 27, 2008 meeting, the SunPAC requested background information and 

policy language on Modifications and Variances, which are part of the County’s Land 

Use Development Code (LUDC).  The Summerland Community Plan contains the 

following policy which pertains to the consideration of modifications and variances: 

Policy CIRC-S-15: The County shall not grant a modification or variance that will 

reduce the number of required off-street parking spaces, unless the 

finding is made that the modification or variance will not result in an 

increase in on-street parking. 

 

Currently, Modifications may be granted for setbacks, height (changed 3/18/08), and 

parking based on LUDC §35.82.130.B.3.  Variances are more difficult to approve since it 

requires the finding of a “hardship” due to physical characteristics of the site.  Variances 

may be granted on any regulation Land Use regulation except for uses, procedures 

and parking (based on specific criteria).  Existing Modification and Variance language 

has been included for your reference and consideration.   
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