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2003-2008 Housing Element 
Focused Rezone Program 
EIR Scoping Hearing

Santa Maria Betteravia
Government Center 
July 22, 2008
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Presentation Overview
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• Opportunities for Public Input
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Purpose of Scoping Hearing

• Provide an overview of the Housing Element 
Focused Rezone Program 

• Allow for public and agency input on the 
environmental effects of the project

• Receive input on the content of the EIR 
(Scoping)

• Describe next steps and opportunities for 
involvement
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Background: 2003-2008 Housing Element

• May 2006: Housing Element adopted by the Board
• August 2006: State HCD certifies Housing Element, 

conditioned upon completion of a program to rezone 
land to appropriately accommodate 1,235 units of 
affordable housing

• November 2006: NOP and Scoping Hearing on original 
Rezone Program based on sites selected by the 
Planning Commission

• January 2007: Public Meeting in Santa Maria on 
original Rezone Program
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Background: 2003-2008 Housing Element

• August 2007: Board of Supervisors approves Isla Vista 
Master Plan – County requests final certification of 
Housing Element with credit for Isla Vista rezones

• September-June 2007: Dialogue with State HCD to re-
evaluate the need for a rezone program

• June 2008: State HCD credits County for Isla Vista 
rezones; directs County to amend Housing Element 
and proceed with a revised rezone program to 
accommodate remaining 370 affordable housing units
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Focused Rezone Program

• Must be completed in order to comply with the 
State’s directive and to maintain certification

• Rezone sites must provide for by-right 
construction of multifamily housing at a 
minimum density of 20 units per acre

• Rezone sites must provide for a minimum of 
370 units
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Focused Rezone Program

• In 2006, County Planning Commission reaffirmed the 
ten sites for evaluation in the Rezone Program

• Three Los Alamos sites will no longer be considered 
due to health & safety issues identified during the Los 
Alamos Community Plan update process

• Owners have already submitted development proposals 
to the County for two sites in Orcutt

• These two sites form the project description of the 
Focused Rezone Program

• Remaining five of the original ten sites will be analyzed 
as alternatives
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Focused Rezone Program
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Focused Rezone Program
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Focused Rezone Program
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CEQA Requirements

• California Environmental Quality Act of 1970

• Provide information to decision-makers & public 
about environmental consequences of actions

• Obligation to avoid or reduce environmental 
damage, where feasible (“mitigation”)

• Focus is on physical changes

• Requires public involvement
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Issues to be Studied in EIR
Environmental Impact Report

• Air Quality
• Noise
• Aesthetics
• Site-Based Resources and Hazards

• Biology; Archaeology; Flooding; Geologic Hazards
• Public Facilities & Services

• Traffic; Water; Wastewater; Fire; Schools
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Issues to be Studied in EIR

• Land Use
• Compatibility; Policy Consistency 

• Alternatives
• No Project
• Other North County Rezone Sites

• Cumulative Impacts

• Response to Comments on Draft EIR
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Project Timeline

• End of Public Comment on NOP – 7/28

• Draft EIR Public Review – 8/4 – 9/18

• Draft EIR Public Hearing – 9/3

• Planning Commission Hearing – 10/17

• Board of Supervisors Hearing – 11/4
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Opportunities to Comment

• Comment Period on NOP will end on Monday 
July 28, 2008 at 5 p.m.

• Please submit written comments to Joy 
Hufschmid at 30 E. Figueroa St. 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 prior to the close of 
the comment period

• Please limit comments to environmental issues
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Opportunities to Comment

• Your comments are welcome

• Please fill out a speaker slip

• Written comments are also acceptable 
instead of, or in addition to, verbal 
comments
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Comments  
Welcome

Comments  
Welcome


