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Decsmber 12, 2006

VIA FACSIMILE (805) 568-2078

Santa Barbara Covnty Board of Supervisors
105 E. Anapamu Sireet

Santa Barbara CA 33101

Honorable Membe's of the Board:

On December 8, 21108, the Department of Conservation received an s-mail from
David Lackie of your staff, which included a December 5, 2008, revision of the
County's Uniform Fules for Agricultural Preserves and Farmiand Securlty Zones.
Wa have reviewed the-changes made in the document since our Qctobér 25, 2008,
review, and have the following comments.

Rule 1-4.1.C.1 {Principal Dwelling) - The Dacember 5 version of the Rules clarifies that

-1l Eaetibn-applies ohiy 16 immediate family members, and requires thatthe land be

managed primarily for agricultural uses for the duration of the contract. This section
appears to be in conformance with statute. We racommend that if the parcels involved
are to be transferrad to family members, the Joint management agreement provisions of
Goverriment Code Section 51230.1 be included in the Rules. Also, any residential
housing on contraited land would be compatible with the Act only if it is related o the
agricultural use of the property. Sucha relationship should be demonstrated to the
Courity before residsntial construction Is allowed.

Rule 2:2.1.A (Preparation Facilities) - Agricultural processing facilities, such as cooling
sheds, nut hulling ‘acilities, ete., have been found to be compatible uses in most cases
statewids. The Department has encouraged counties to develop standards to ensure
that the size of such facilities does not become industrial in nature, tut remains
assosiated with th parcsl and surrounding agricultural uses. This section appears to
conform with recornmendations to limit such uses.

Rule 2-4 (Small-scale Guest Ranch)- This section now clarifies that quest ranch uses
are resiricted to existing buildings, and that construction of new builcings for overnight
guests.are not allewed under this section. The section now appears to conform ©
statutory requiremeants.

It is our understariding that other issues addressed in our October 23, 2006 letter ara
not & part of the current revisions 1o the Uniform Rules, including Rasidential

The Deparmsnt of Conservarion’s mission is to protect Californians and thelr pvironmens by:
Protecting lives and property from earthquakes and landslides; Ensuring safe mining vnd oil and gas drilling;
Conserving Callfortia’s farmland; and Saving pnergy and resources throwyh recycling.
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Agricultural Units and Animal Boarding/Braeding. We understand frcm your staff that
the County will be ~avisiting these sectlons in the future. We recommend that the

- County revise thasz sections; as-they do not appear to be currently compatible with
stawfory raquirements.

If you hava any aduiitional questions on our review, please fes| free 1o contaat me at
(916) 322-5954,

Sincerely,

Dennis J. O’'Bryan!
Program Manager
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December 14, 2005

Santa Barbara Ca.nty Board of Supervisors
105 E. Anapamu Sitreet
Santa Barbara CA 93101

Honcrable Members of the Board:

On December 12, 2006, the Department of Conservation sent your Fioard a letter on the
revision of the County’s Uniform Rules for Agricultural Preserves and Farmland Security
Zones. We referenced an October 25, 2006 letter we had earlier sent to the County on
this issue. The ac:ual date of that letter was October 27, 2005, rather than the 2006
date.

| apoiogize for any inconvenience this typographical error may have caused.

Sincerely,

@M;B £,

Dennis J. O’Bryant
Program Manager

The Departme ot of Conservation's mission is 1o protect Californians and their environment by:
Protecting lives and i roperty from earthquakes and landslides; Ensuring safe mining a::d oil and gas drilling;
Conserving California’s farmland; and Saving energy and resources througi: recycling.



